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Background information on the Kerry

Slug

The Kerry Slug (scientific name: Geomalacus
maculosus) was first discovered beside Caragh
Lake in Co. Kerry in 1842. Itis an easily
recognizable, medium sized slug (up to 9cm in
length) and individuals can be brown with
yellow spots (see Photo 1) or black with white
spots (see Photo 2).

Photo 1. Brown and yellow spotted Kerry Slug
(photo by Rory Mc Donnell).

Photo 2. Black and white spotted Kerry Slug
(photo by Eddie Dunne).

Unlike many other slug species, the Kerry Slug
is not regarded as a pest and is associated with
wild habitats away from humans. In Ireland this
invertebrate is protected under the Wildlife Act
1976 and under the EU Habitats Directive (as
an Annex Il and Annex IV species). In addition,
seven Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)

have been designated for the protection of the
species.

Where is the Kerry Slug found?

The global distribution of the Kerry Slug is
Ireland, Spain and Portugal and although the
species has been reported from France, its
presence there has never been confirmed. In
Ireland, the slug is restricted to we st Cork and
Co. Kerry. In these areas it is found in two
habitat type s, oak dominated woodland (see
Photo 3) and unimproved open moor or blanket
bog (see Photo 4).

Photo 3. Typical woodland habitat of the Kerry Slug
in West Cork and Kerry (photo by Rory Mc Donnell).

Photo 4. Typical peatland habitat of the Kerry Slug
in West Cork and Kerry (photo by Ciaran Sullivan).
Within these woodlands it is only present if
there are deciduous trees that are covered in
bryophytes (such as mosses and liverworts)
and its presence on moors and blankets bogs
is depende nt on sandstone outcrops and

boulders largely bare of vegetation exce pt for
lichens and bryophytes on which the species is
thought to feed.

When is the best time to spot the Kerry
Slug?

The best time to find the Kerry Slug is on wet,
cloudy days when specimens are often seen
crawling over tree trunks or sandstone outcrops
in suitable habitat. During sunny, warm weather
the slug takes refuge under bryophytes, in
cracks on sandstone rocks and behind the
vegetation at the base of sandstone boulders.
Surveys at dawn, dusk and during the night in
Spain have also proved successful.

How will I know if | have found a Kerry
Slug?

The Kerry Slug has a number of characteristics
make it relatively e asy to identify. Firstly, when
disturbed, it curls itself up into a defensive ball
(see Photo 5).

Photo 5. The Kerry Slug curled into its
characteristic defensive ball (photo by Rory Mc
Donnell).




Its habitat specificity, restricted distribution in
Ireland and unique coloration (see Photos 1
and 2) also make this slug easy to recognize.
However, because the Kerry Slug is a
protected species, specimens should never be
removed from their habitat or harmed in any
way.

Are there any other slugs which look

like the Kerry Slug?

There is one Irish slug which may be confused
with the Kerry Slug. It is called the Cellar Slug
(scientific name: Limacus flavus) but it tends to
be mottled yellow and green or yellow and
brown and has distinct petrol blue tentacles
(see Photo 6).

Photo 6. The Cellar Slug (photo by Rory Mc Donnell).

Although the Kerry Slug can be brown with
yellow spots (see Photo 1), it does not have the
distinct tentacle coloration of the Cellar Slug. In
addition, the latter is unable to curl itself into a
defensive ball and it is not restricted to west
Cork and Co. Kerry. In fact the Cellar Slug has
been recorded from throughout the country.

What will I do if | find a Kerry Slug?

The project team welcomes records at any time
of the year. If you have found a Kerry Slug you
can upload your record to the project website

(www.kerryslug.com). Alternatively you can
send the information by e-mail to

kerryslug@ gmail.com or by post to Dr. Rory Mc
Donnell, Applied Ecology Unit, Centre for
Environmental Science, School of Natural
Sciences, NUI Galway. Please include details
of the location (preferably with grid reference)
and date of the sighting. We also encourage
observers to send a photograph with their
submissions. The project team can be
contacted at +353 91 493863.

What are the aims of the Kerry Slug
National Survey?

The aim of the survey is to accrue modern
records for this internationally important
invertebrate with the overall objective of
producing an up-to-date distribution map. In
Ireland, there are five 10km grid squares where
the species has not been recorded since pre-
1950 and other areas where the last records
are pre-1980. The survey will help to address
these important shortcomings. This
investigation also forms an integral part of a
wider study to examine the population ecology
of the Kerry Slug and to develop a suitable
monitoring protocol for the species.

Photo 7. AKerry Slug on a sandstone outcrop in
Co. Kerry (photo by Rory Mc Donnell).

The Kerry
Slug National
Survey

A collaboration between the National Parks and
Wildlife Service and the Applied Ecology Unit at
the National University of Ireland, Galway
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