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Appendix I  Site reports  

This section contains individual  site reports for the 29 sites surveyed, as listed in  Table 1 of the main 

report. Each site report includ es photographs and maps. The differences in the reported areas (ha) of 

Calaminarian grassland (6130) between the 2008 and 2018 surveys are largely owing to the different 

methods used, notably the use of GIS mapping in 2018 (see Sections 3.2 and 2.4 of the main report) . 

Area figures from 2008 are included for information purposes  only . Genuine, significant changes in 

area are highlighted. These were derived from evidence observed on site and comparison with  the 

2008 site descriptions and photographs. 
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Site 02 Ballycorus  

 

Site Name OS Discovery  map Grid ref  County  

Ballycorus 50 O22562088 Dublin  

Recorder Date Conservation value 
High Rory Hodd  15/02/2018 

Metallophyte species present 2008  

Cephaloziella massalongi, Ditrichum plumbicola 

Metallophyte species confirmed 2018 

Ditrichum plumbicola 

2018 site area (ha) 2018 area 6130 (ha) 2008 area 6130 (ha) Area change 

0.17 0.11 0.12 Minor decrease 

 

Site description/changes since 2008 

This site, which was part of a lead mine between 1807 and 1919, consists of a small area of spoil on a 

north -facing slope, partially shaded by a line of mature Pinus sylvestris to the west and north, downslope 

of a prominent chimney. There is no spoil apparent in the vicinity of the chimney. The spoil is mostly 

bare and open, with scattered patches of grassy vegetation and small areas of gorse scrub. There is a 

small gully in the centre of the spoil area, with scattered rock outcrops. Few changes to the site are 

apparent since the 2008 survey, although the amount of alga present may have increased since then, and 

the amount of bare, loose spoil. 

 

Description of Calaminarian grassland habitat  

Calaminarian grassland occurs intermittently throughout, inter spersed with loose bare spoil, and is 

dominated in most parts by Solenostoma gracillimum, with Polytrichum piliferum, Diplophyllum albicans and 

Ceratodon purureus also prominent in places. Vascular plants are mostly absent, except for occasional 

scattered Agrostis capillaris. Metallophyte bryophyte interest is concentrated at the base of the slope, 

partially shaded by Pinus sylvestris, where Ditrichum plumbicola and possible Cephaloziella massalongi 

(specimen could not be confirmed) occur in small quantity.  These species were not found further up the 

slope, where David Holyoak recorded them in 2008, most of that habitat being either loose and unstable, 

or a species-poor mat dominated by S. gracillimum. 

 

Impact code 

(2013) 
Description  Location  

Influence 

(+, -, 0) 

Intensity 

(H,M,L)  
% habitat affected  

G01.02 
walking, horseriding and 

non-motorised vehicles 
Inside - M 25 

G01.03.02 off -road motorized driving  Inside - H 15 

K01.01 erosion Inside - M 100 

K02.02 
accumulation of organic 

material  
Inside - M 20 

 

Impact code 

(2018) 
Description  Location  

Influence 

(+, -, 0) 

Intensity 

(H,M,L)  
% habitat affected  

F07 
sports, tourism and leisure 

activities 
Inside - M 25 

L01 abiotic natural processes Inside - M 100 

L03 
accumulation of organic 

material  
Outside - M 20 
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Notes on management/impacting activities  

Trees to the west shade parts of the site, including where rare species grow, and has resulted in the 

deposition of much needle litter and the growth of algal gunk in bryophyte niches, which is impacting the 

health of D. plumbicola. There is an unofficial walking path through the site, and evidence of pony 

trekking and riding of scrambler bikes at the top and on west side of site. A couple of small excavations of 

the spoil have taken place, possibly for research purposes, but is not impacting Calaminarian grassland 

habitat. Burning of gorse scrub has also taken place, but also has no impact on Calaminarian grassland. 

 

Conservation measures needed 

Removal of the adjacent pine trees may be beneficial to the Calaminarian grassland habitat, as the litter 

and favourable conditions for the growth of algae is damaging to the habitat. Scrambler bikes and pony 

trekking, although only impacting a small proportion of the habitat, should be prevented from entering 

the site, and walkers should be contained to one path, rather than the numerous paths currently running 

across the spoil. 

 

Conservation measure code Description  

CF03 
Reduce impact of outdoor sports, leisure and recreational 

activities 

CL01 
Management of habitats (others than agriculture and forest) 

to slow, stop or reverse natural processes 

 

Condition  of Calaminarian grassland  % Area (ha) 

In good condition  30 0.03 

In not -good condition  70 0.08 

Condition not known  0 0 

 

Parameter Criterion  Result  Assessment 

Area Annual change in area Minor decrease Favourable 

Structure and 

functions  
No. of criteria passed 2 

Unfavourable -

inadequate 
 No. indicator spp.  3 Pass 

 Scrub encroachment 1% Pass 

 Negative human impact  45% Fail 

Future prospects   
Unfavourable -

inadequate 

Overall Assessment   
Unfavourable -

inadequate 

 

Overall assessment 

The area of Calaminarian grassland habitat at this site has possibly decreased in extent since the 

previous survey, and deterioration in quality is apparent, possibly due to the deposition of needle litter 

and growth of algae resulting from shading by pine trees, or from Nitrogen depositio n. Pressure from 

human activity is also still in effect since the previous survey. Therefore, the condition of Calaminarian 

grassland habitat at this site should be considered as Unfavourable -inadequate, and conservation 

measures are required to improve and maintain the quality of the Calaminarian grassland habitat 

present. The site is of moderate-high conservation importance, due to the presence of Ditrichum 

plumbicola and Cephaloziella massalongi, albeit in small quantity.  
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Habitats present on mine spoil resource  % 

Calaminarian grassland 61 

ED2 Bare spoil 15 

GS3 Dry-humid acid grassland  20 

ER1 Exposed siliceous rock 3 

WS1 Scrub 1 

 

Indicator metallophyte species present  

Cephaloziella cf. massalongi 

Ditrichum plumbicola 

Solenostoma gracillimum 

 

Other species present on mine spoil resource  

Agrostis capillaris 

Ceratodon purpureus 

Cladonia sp. 

Digitalis purpurea 

Diplophyllum albicans 

Galium saxtile 

Hypnum jutlandicum 

Kindbergia praelonga 

Pinus sylvestris (seedling) 

Pogonatum aloides 

Polytrichum piliferum 

Pseudoscleropodium purum 

Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus 

Sedum anglicum 

Ulex europaeus 

 

Metallophyte species  Grid ref  Extent Notes 

Ditrichum plumbicola O2252720905 1x1cm 

Small alga-covered patch on top of stone at 

base of spoil area, partially shaded by trees, 

with much litter present  

Cephaloziella cf. massalongi O2252820903 50x10cm 
Covering small grass-topped soil bank in 

partial shade of trees 
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Photographs: 

 

Figure 2 Overview of Ballycorus lead mine, with Calaminarian grassland scattered 

through most of the spoil area. 

 
Figure  3 Ballycorus lead mine, with evidence of damage by scrambler bikes in the 

foreground. The red arrow indicates the approximate location of populations 

of Ditrichum plumbicola and Cephaloziella cf. massalongi.  


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































