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In the succeeding site-descriptions certain key areas are dealt with. It

should not be overlooked, however, that often these are the best, thoughs
not necessarily the only examples of a particular ecotype. This applies Ecu

particularly to the region north of Cloghjordan (enclosed by the Shannon

and Brosna) which has great amenity and scientific value. A more detailed

examination of this area in the future would be most desirable. For the

moment, particular care should be taken in the siting of buildings around

the A.S .Is and this applies especially to the Lough Derg shoreline . Because

North Tipperary is flat,the scenery cannot absorb housing as easily as could

a more hilly district.

As has been stated above, the Northern end of the North Riding is particularly

rich in plant material. Some of the sites are of importance because they
support a single rare species. Most are of additional value as representative
ecotypes and in these, a secondary, ecological interest is present in addition

to the primarily botanical nature of the A . S . Is.

The northern limestones are especially important because on them grow plant

species which are best known on the limestone pavements of County Clare,
for example the grass Seslaeria. Section E'of this report is an appendix to
show the significance of some of these species on a geographical scale. The
rare species whose survival might be endangered by being collected (see

below) are not included.

While it is desirable to give as many details as possible of the sites listed,
some sites are described in vague terms. Plants which are susceptible to
being collected are referred to as "a rare species" only. Secrecy of this

kind is generally regarded as a form of protection. More precise details
of the species concerned will however be kept by An Foras and will be

available to the County Council on request.

The northern part of the North Riding of County Tipperary has a substratum of
limestone, the southern part having a Devonian and Silurian sandstone and

1

shale bedrock. A mcderate-heavy rainfall and mild winter temperature combine
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to permit many Western plant species to extend their ranges well into

the county.

The limestone bedrock and high precipitation interact to give the wetlands which

occur at all stages in the succession from open water through fen and marsh to

raised bog. Scientifically, these areas are of value because of their
possibilities as invertebrate habitats and because of the plant associations
occurring there.

Ireland is of special significance as an overwintering area for wildfowl and a

large percentage of the world's geese pass the colder months here. There has

been an increase in some dabbling duck (notably mallard) in recent years in

this country and scaup, teal and wigeon have increased. On the other hand

Grey Lag Geese have declined considerably and the Whitefronted Goose has

disappeared from some western regions as a result of drainage. Most duck

and swans favour shallow water and it is desirable that remaining wetlands be

left untouched for this reason.

Turloughs are believed to occur in North Tipperary and a number of possibilities

are listed in the Report. At this point, observations on these features are
tentative and they require more detailed investigation. Turloughs are best

known in neighbouring County Clare and their recognition in the field is
difficult. Their definition is also complex but they are best described as

ephemeral (temporary) lakes having a subterranean cavernicolous drainage

system: they are filled with water in winter and dry in summer. (Williams,

P.W. 1964 Aspects of the Limestone _Physiography of Cos. Clare and Galway.

Western Ireland. Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis. University of Cambridge).

Precise definition of a turlough therefore necessitates establishing that such
a drainage system is present and this can be accomplished only when the basin
is empty. Recognition of turloughs on 'botanical features is also feasible,
though not conclusive. The flora of these areas listed as turloughs in the
succeeding pages conforms to the hutan cal features of typical examples

elsewhere.

3.



The majority of sites listed in this report are easily conservable (s--c

Section E) and preventative measures are all that is required, e.g. no
building, no drainage. The indiscriminate dumping of domestic rubbish is
probably the most widespread despoiling influence in the county at the

moment texcluding the unknown impact of pesticides and fertilizers.

Existing powers to deal with rubbish dumping should be invoked where

feasible.

In Section G an effort is made to assess the effects of human activities on
the North Riding. Broadly speaking there are two types of habitat alterations.
The first, the gradual despoiling of an area by pollution has been referred to
briefly above. The second is the clearance of an area as, for example, for
building with the consequent removal of an ecotype. The ever-increasing
shortage of land, together with the rise in importonce of industry and the
demand for housing combine to exert considerable pressure on available
space. In the absence of a fine sufficiently large enough to be a deterrent
the co-operation of all interested parties should be sought in planning for the
best interests of the entire community.

Finally, the preliminary nature of this report must be stressed, Priorities are
likely to change in the future,as are ratings,as more information becomes

available and conditions change. The destruction of a site of national important;
could, for example, result in the elevation of another of equal value to
international rating. Further sites must be sought, either as places which
have not yet been discovered or sites which are being developed at present.
Examples of the latter are quarries which are exposing. stratigraphic

phenomena and coniferous forests which, when mature, may develop a peculiar
or scientifically noteworthy community.

In conclusion, the following are gratefully acknowledged for their help in

the compilation of the Report:

L
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Mr. David Scott, I.+:ti .C .

and Mr. Richard !,IcMullan who generously made available the results

of his botanical investigations prior to their publication.

14aps used in the Report are reproduced from the Ordnance Survey sheets by

permission of the Government (licence no. 121/72).
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SECTION C

R^. ING OF AREAS OF SCIENTIFIC IMPORTANCE

This is a measure of the relative importance of areas of scientific
importance.

The importance of each area is indicated in terms of the following categories:

International Importance

1 . Only area of its type in Europe.
2. One of a few such localities in Europe.
3. One of a natural series in Europe.
4. Recognised international importance.

5. Specialised educational importance.

National Importance

1.. Only area of its type in Ireland.
2. One of a few such localities in Ireland.
3. One of a natural series in Ireland.
4. Recognised national importance.

5. General or specialised educational importance.

Regional Importance

Only area of its type in province.

2. One of a few localities in Ireland.
3. One of a natural series in region.
4. Fine example of its kind.
5. General or specialised educational importance.

10. 1
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Local Importance

i . Only area of its type in county.
2. One of a few localities in province.
3. Fine example of its kind.
4. General educational importance.

PRIORITY OF AREAS OF SCIENTIFIC INTEREST

This is a measure of the relative urgency necessary for protection of the
areas of scientific importance.

Each site is given a priority rating of A, B or C.

The rating of any area is based on a combination of the following criteria:-

a) the importance of the area
b) the vulnerability of the area
c) the nature and imminence of any threats to the area.

' il.
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SECTION D

i ame of area THREE SITES CLGSE TO SLEVOIR BAY Acreage 73
Grid reference M. 889, 030 Ballyreigii Bridge

M. 841, 007
M. 852, 008

Scientific interest Botanical

International importance

EEL =j1 C

Descriotion of the area See map 1
The sites are of marshy ground at the edge of Lough Derg. Rocky outcrops are
frequent. The majority of the plant species listed for site 5 ( Luska Bay
foreshore) are present

Evaluation

Within the areas outlined a rare plant species is known to occur. Its occurrence
by Lough Derg is its only station in the British Isles. The precise limits of its
distribution within the areas listed are not known rind further sites containing
it in the same area may be found in the future.

Threats to the area
Building could physically destroy any one of the sites. Intense recreational
might also be detrimental.

1

pressujE

Recommendations

The precise limits of the species should he investigated and the area boundaries
redrawn. In the meantime development within the areas designated should be prove,,[-

In the longer term general planning control should be exercised to maintain the
scientific values of the areas within the redrawn boundaries.

12.
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Name of Area CCRNALACK Acreage 29
Grid Reference R. 842, 999
Scientific Interest Botanical, Ecological and tool: ical
Rating International Importance
Priorit

Description of the Area See Mao 2
The northern end of the site is a quarry in which the dominant shrubs are

Taxis baccata yev'r

junicerus communis juniper
Cotoneaster micro,,,hyllus

Pools are frequent in the bare rack and in these occurs Chara sp, stonewort.
There are occasional grass swards in which the following species are found:

A rostis stolonifera 1creeping bent
SUccis3 1) raten is devil's bit scabious
Centaurea nigra knapweed

Siealil _a dectimbens heath grass
Glechoma hederacea ground ivy I
Achi'lca mills folium yarrow

Senecio jacobea ragwort

Cynasurus cristatus crested dog's tail
Festuca arundinacea tall fescue
Carlina vulc;aris carline thistle

On the ",)are limestone the fern. Ceterach o f.cinarum_ (rusty-back) is growing.
At one point a small plantation of Norwegian spruce has been invaded by the yew
scrub. At the south of the site there is less juniper and the yew is accompanied

C:,rataegus monogyna common hawthorn

Ilex aauifolium holly

The soil covcr is more complete in this area and the following plants occur:
Hedera helix

Fragaria vesca
Rubus

Oyalis acetosella

ivy

wild strawberry

bramble

wood sorrel

13.
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On the lake boundary of the site
Carex disticha
Filipendula ulmaria

SciroLuS lacustriS

Schcenus nigricans

the following occur:

Members of this group are also found

creeping brown sedge

meadowsweet

common bullrush

black bog-rush
at the southern end of the site.

Evaluation

'sew woods are best known in the British Isles in southern England. As a

general rule they are not extensive and yew woods in Ireland are confined

to the west of the country. In southern England Yew is associated with

Juniper which forms protection against grazing for the young yew. This is

the association which occurs at Cornalack. Characteristically juniper which

is intolerant of poor light is comparatively sparse at the southern end of the

site where the largest yew trees occur.

in the introduction the importance of an ecotype as a habitat for invertebrates

was mentioned. The juniper is known to be the specific host of two species

of Iiem .titer

Pitedia juniperina

Dichrooscytus valesianus
The status of both in this country is unknown. A number of other species, like
the Hemipteran Dichrooscytus rufipennis however, occur on the plant, as well

as on other conifers, so that the yew-juniper scrub should be preserved as an

example of an invertebrate refuge.

Threats to the Area

Clearing the area for agriculture or building is an obvious danger.

Recommendations

It is understood that planning permission has been granted for the southern end

of the site but the plants northern quarry should be maintained by use of a

conservation order.

1

1
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Name of Area FIAGI-I BOG Acreage 704

Grid Reference R.960, 970.

Scientific Interest Zoological, ecological

Ratin National Importance

Priority A

Description of Area

See map 3.
This is a marsh site containing large areas of, Phrac^nites communis.

Schoenus nic1ricans is also common, as is the moss CanlDVliurn stellaturz.

Publication

Janus, H. (1965) Land and freshwater molluscs. Burke. London.

Evaluation

Fiagh Bog has been described as a fen, rather than a bog. The profuse

mollusc (snail) fauna occurring there is indicative of a rich calcium supply.

The rarity in question is the Round-mouthed whorl snail Vertigo

Gredler, which is known in three Irish bogs and elsewhere in Northern Europe.

It does not occur in Britain.

Threats to-the Area

Drainage is the most likely. Pollution by toxic on eutrophicating substances

is also a likely threat. The former is likely to be the more detrimental in

this case. Pesticides used for agricultural purposes - especially sheep clips

are most probably the chief danger.

Recommer_d.ations

For scientific reasons preservation of this site is most desirable. This will

involve avoiding drainage of adjoining wetlands which might affect the water

level in Fiagh Bog proper. A more detailed conservation study would be

desirable.

15.



Name of Area WETLAND, BOG AND ESKER COMPLEX ALONG THE LITTLE

Grid Reference

Scientific Interest
Ratin

Priority

BROSNA RIVER Acreage 6,118,41-

Pd 000, 085

Ornithological, ecological, botanical
National Importance

B

Description of the Area See Map 4

The area consists of a wetland-esker complex. The following four area types

were listed at the eastern end of the site.
1 . An area having a shallow water cover

Mentha apuatica

Iuncus effuses

Galium nalustre

Potentilla palustris
Rumex conglomerates

Al isma manta o-aauatica

Ranunculus repens

Agrostis stolonifera
Apium nodiflorum

Batrachium sn.

Triglochin palustris

Senecio fluviatilis
Equisetum fluviatile

Hippuris vulaaris
Carox disticha

in which were growing:

water mint

soft rush

marsh bedstraw

marsh cinquefoil

sharp dock

water plantain

creeping buttercup

creeping bent
procumbent marsh--wort

marsh arrow-grass

broad leaved ragwort

horsetail
mare's tail
creeping brown sedge

2. Marshy ground - not covered with water, having the following flora:

water mint

meadow sweet
Equiseturn fluviatile horsetail
juncus inflexus hard rush
Lycapuseuroppaeus gips;T wort

16.
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Carex panicuiata

Juncus acutiflorus

Sparganium erectum

Potentilla erecta
Lythrumm salicar is

Pori spa .

Dactylorhiza f-:chsi_

greater tussock sedge
sharp fl:):,.=tired rush

branched bur--weed

common tormentil

purple locsestrife
watercress
orchid

3 . The area contains a large number of eskers, none of great elevation.

1

The floral cover of these is made up

Hypericum perforatum

Prune.lla vulga:is

Conooodiurn majus

P.lantago vu gads

Succisa pra tennis

s p.

j. iicus effusus

Ul.ex europaeus

Ranunculus buibosus

Veronica

Cerastium Sp.

Cirsium palustre

Be.llis perennis

Cynosures cristatus
Cirsium vulgare

Pteridiurn aauili.num

Mnium undulatum

Festuca rubra

Rhytidiade.lohus squarrosus

Hyloccmium sp.

Thuidium sp.

Pseudoscleropodium purum

Trifolium renens

Brachytheciurn rutabu.lum

Pol trichum formosum

of the following species:
perforate St John's %,.,crt

self-heal
pignut

ribwort plantain

devil's bit scabious

soft rush

gorse

bulbous buttercup

germ, ander speedwell

chickweed.

marsh thistle
daisy
crested dog's tail
spear thistle
bracken

red fescue

clover

17.
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Achiilea mi.liefo.lium

Sesleria caerulea
Torilis japonica

Primula veris

Senecio jacobea

Hypochoeris sp.

4. Streams flow through the area.
Hypericum tetranterum

Veronica chamaedras

Filipendula ulmaria

Lythrum salicaria

Crataegus monogyna

Veronica beccabunca

Cerastium alomeratum

Apium iinundatum

Lemria minor

Ranuncu.ius hederaceous

Succi.sa pratensis
Planta o lanceolata
Festuca rubra

J'uncus i.nflexus

Callitriche platvcarpa
Galium saxatile
Leontondon autumnalis

Rumex sp

Agrostis stonolifera

Mnium undulatum

Carex sp.

ya rrow

hedge parsley

cowslip

ragwort

.n and close to them grow the following sped;
square stemmed St. johns wort
germander speedwell

meadowsweet

purple loosestrife

hawthorn

brooklime

clustered mouse-ear
floating marsh wort

duckweed

ivy leaved crowfoot

devil's bit scabious
ri wArort plantain

red fescue

hard rush

heath bedstraw

smooth hawkbit

creeping bent

18.



The bogs to the west of the site have peen cut and some showy drainage

effects : lichen heath etc. - as for Lough Nahinch, Upper Bog (site 20).

Some of the larger bogs however retain water centrally and ha num growth

occurs.

Between the bogs there are marginal areas of Phragrites and Tyoha sp.
swamp. Grassland also occurs and the following species are listed from
the latter:

Agrostis sto1cnifera creeping bent
Succisa oratensis devil's bit scabious
Ranunculus creeping buttercup

Climacium den(iroides

Mnium sp. lonairostrum ?)
Planttago lanceolata ribwort plantain
Holcus lanatus yorkshire fog

Juncus effuses soft rush
Nartheciurn ossifragum bog asphodel

Marhantia so. liverwort

Senecio ;aco as ragwort

Cardamine pratensis

Polysticus versicolor
Acrocladium Sp.

Lophocolea bidentata

In addition to these species there are large areas of Phragmites and others
`VV iii.h urn.. LCLI by vrutoc _ , DCa ;ii ca : a,a vTl% scrub

The eastern, area contains several bird species including snipe, pheasant,
mallard and grey crow.

Evaluation

The area is important as it contains several types of wetland. The eastern
side of the area is of botanical value as a site for Seslaeria . The area is an
important wintering place for wildfowl. Recent counts for the latter give:

19.
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256 white front and 1 greylag goose

200 swans

up to 3, 000 duck almost all wigeon (Cabot, D. 1971 Results of an
aerial survev of Irish wildfowl an: their wetlands An Foras Forbartha,

internal publication). Casual observations have verified that all
three species of swans ovenvinter there.

Threats to the area
Drainage has already occurred by marginal cutting of certain of the raised
bogs and trench -digging on some of the marshes. Some land suitable for

building occurs even in the most inaccesible parts of the sites and building
would alter the wild character of the region. Shooting is occurring at present
and could be undesirable if uncontrolled.

Recommendations

Because the area is a large one further study will be required to ensure its
conservation. Maintaining the wetland nature of the region will be a
prerequisite to this and further drainage should be stopped. It would be

most desirable to maintain some of the larger raised bogs intact, without
further turf cutting. Likewise siting of buildings within the A.S.I. should
be carefully considered and, as a general rule, buildings not sited too close
to the wetlands. In the future the development of a policy of controlled
shooting of the wildfowl populations would be most desirable.

As this is a border resource consultation with local authorities sharing the site
should be undertaken and a oint policy developed.

1
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Naive of Area CAMERON ISLAND w LUS A BAY Acreage 351

Grid Reference R. 820, 0, 10 .

Scientific Interest Botanical, ornithological an-1 ecological.

Ratin. National Importance

Priority

Descri i.on of Area See Map 5

This section of the Lough Derg shore is damp ground with limestone outcrops .

The South shore of Cameron Island is said to have a good, limestone flora

although this vas not visited.
the following:

Verbascurn thacsus

Rosa aarestis

Hvpericum pulchrum

Mentha aciuatica

Ori anum vulafjre

Arropron repens
Arrhenathrum elatius

Carlina vulaaris
Angelica syestri.s
Molinia caerulea

Schoenus ni ricans_

Succisa ioratensis

Centaurea ,:'fir

Vicia sepiu:n

Eupatorium cannahinm

Epilobium hirsutum

E. obscurum
Deschamnsia raes;)itcsa

Plantacto lanceolata

Dactyiis omerata

Galium verum

Hyper icum tetrterum

H. perforatum

Cr sium ervense

The plant species on the mainland shore include

common mullein

narrow leaved sweet briar

beautiful St. John's wont

water mint

rna j ora,n

couch

oat grass
carline thistle
wild angelica
purple moor grass

black bog rush
devil's bit scabious
knapweed

bush vetch

hemp agrimony

great willow herb

thin--runner willow herb

bog hair grass
ribwort plantain

cocksfoot

ladies bedstraw
square stalked St. John's wort
perforate St. John's wort

creeping thistle
21.
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G. vulcare spear thistle
Dactyl orhiza fucks i i. orchid

Rhinanthus rinor yellow rattle

Zuncus subncduiosus blunt flowered rush

Cynosurus cristatus crested dog's tail

1

All of these plants occur within a band of 5 - 20 m of the water's edge. Shrubs

which occur as bushes of variable size include:
Betula cubascens birch

holly

Ulex eurooaeus gorse

J niperus communis juniper

alder
Ligustrum vulaare privet

Corylus avellana hazel
The last is the most corr,mon species which occasionally occurs on the other

side of the shore--path as a well developed scrub.

The southern shore of Cameron island is known to contain. a similar flora with the

addition of:

Lather s palustris marsh pea, having four other post-1930 sites in Irelan: .

Spiranthes spiralis lady's tresses (orchid), infrequent in southern Ireland.
Orobariche hederae ivy broomrape, infrequent in southern Ireland

Rharnnu.s catharticus buchthorn, infrequent in southern Ireland.
Hydrocharis morsus- frogbit, infrequent in southern Ireland.

ra na e
Luska Bay itself is occupied by large areas of Phr c mites (reeds).

Evaluation

The above area is of botanical interest as an ex-mple of limestone floral comrnunit

The fact that several rarities grow there gives the site a National importance

rating . The Bay itself has large populations of dabbling and diving ducks. The

reedswainp is an important breeding site for various bird species. The following

is a list of species reported to be breeding in the bay and environs.

22.
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Confirmed

Great crested grebe
Little grebe

Mallard

Tufted duck

Red breasted merganser

I\Aute swan

Sparrow hawk

Pheasant

Moorhen

Coot

Wood pigeon

Swallow

House martin

Rook

jackdaw

Magpie

Crested tit
Blue tit

Treecreeper

Wren

Mistle thrush
Song thrush

Blackbird

Rul.iin

Goldcrest

Spotted flycatcher

Dunnock

Starling

Sparrow

Grey wagtail

Possible Fro:. able

Corn.orant

He ron

Partridge

Water rail

Lap,:-,wing

Snipe

Curlew

Redshank

Collared dove

Cuckoo

Swift

Skylark

Hooded crow

Jay

Coal tit
Longtailed tit

Sedge warbler

Chiffchaff
Meadow pipit

Yellow wagtail
Greenfinch

Goldfinch

Redpole

Bullfinch

Chaffinch

Yellowhammer

Reed bunting

Teal

Pochard

Corncrake

Common sandpiper

Black headed gull

Common tern

Barn owl.

23.
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E

E

to -the Area

Dumping of rubbish is occurring cilung the rnaii7land shore and ground has been
cleared, apparently for building.

Recommendations

Both dumping of rubbish and building should be prevented to maintain the natural
beauty of the area and minimise disturbance of the , ild bird populations. A ban
on shooting might also be considered in order to provide a refuge for wildfowl.
Certain other spors (e.g. water skiing and sj eedboating) should be curtailed
during the nesting season.

4.4.



Name of Area ROSCR 11 SANDHILLS

Grid Reference S. 153, 870

Scientific Interest Botanical, ecological

National Importance

Priority B

Acreage 47

Description of Area See Map 6

The flora of the area, which is a number of sand hills, is similar to that

on the eskers at site 25. The following additional species also occur

here however:

Geranium sanauineum bloody cranesbill

Carer, pseudocyprus cyperus sedge

Rhamnus catharticus. buckthorn

brown beak sedge

Evaluation
The site is of importance as an area containing rare plants.

`T'hre:ots to the Area

Removal of the substratum for building purposes .

Recommendations

Some of the sand-hills should be preserved.

D

25.
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blame of Area TF.MPLEIV ORE Acreage 4

Gild Reference S. 102, 721
Scientific Interest Botanical

Rating National Importance

Priority A

Description of Area See map 7

This site is a short strip of roadside verge.

Eva luation

A plant species occurring here is found only at this site in Ireland

Throats to the Area

Roadside dumping is occurring.

Recommendations

The area should : e kept clear of garbage and any further development of the
site should take into account its scientific value.

26.

t

I



JY,

` a r aa) ><F,
: o tea,

e e. `r '.o

7

L i i

,w Jr.r
q- r r.rfr r. rd

4NIf LrT LAI Oat' "': `'
, _

Sc o: G. ! thus

...I lf'
a Gi.j

- ,°, " :0" / 0 .. Sri c a ca4G}t` ./p i Q `\i V C U ti'I. pD

.G p a ; ';g;TO. 1`'j `xfy_ '_a /o v < 'vt ab

/ A_, s a
er.

11 jG.rl /.rn ` o.
o

c po .q 60(1lrOP_bs'

? y

sa 1.:.0.0 !e,i tp' . D`o Ii >°

:_`.; 4 ¢.. bL i : L?i 'F'Jr(., I, T 'Y II %r ;tZ'` 1

+ - . -_ ' o' - ,. .:. /'TIT /I)'P. s e. JJ

.1 ar.u h,nr; ::. we s.'v : 4= 'd - - -_ _ ?rro .: t , - c s-- I a:. r o_

,{_. : a^';, `i pa ,A ° : G' p `c"' }' i. ,'\y, \
:- C G

- a .1_-`...'i
y - l Y` ry "'Z td l vY X13. +s r+ ;v T'G- S. 'Y. .. ,.. \. a a 1'a\_. ',\ }'rnr7r.

.

,°'._ ava a L _c:.. ti?: A / r t ,ap._. a. -`__( c a N a o -r H_.- i e C ,\
a : < clay.°.. q 1 , t'i .'a p " .%L, t 1-\

.4 0
D

` \ !Y'l .Li
Tr I t < \f , 'LJG .. * 1. 1 D, a Ta ; < Y 1 VD ` \J0 °l a4`i"

<. Gp>. :< a 4D %Purn,'lj, Jfd I
- '`' a\ ` , ` ` -

A 67 , t .. / a ;e :' . L.:J ..
8 1w 792

fff
1 qr . Oa G_

^--J
o <`G 1

6PL:..l43 !iJ t1'i i o:l'F..V

r t» .\.

:: <j' :T` i i 1 T,Inrr,rh > -.

. :C \.r Ia , n/ Ii;dl* dIi / -
.J ,( .. P.. Y...' ,._ ,rCA ar.,rJi.r !'rrTJ'rt11111 a.

F 1,

MrIA lJi:,i' faut:9 i 0t'ri"

r .

a.,rI

o

1 T O Y
7 1 7? 1+ 999yy

r. 86

1 Yla /Y OY Y i aiG 0'

11L 131 T 1V -70 ! llp C

112 3

';YG

S

"trc,!:narr' Much
°InJrn(:urnrr

. °,:' °\oa.

'=r

a
_ 0 Y t

a a ° t.

ri::
a

G

J

, L (` a
° ..° : \

_ _

/J Y .-__ c o a }} H
.y °.

J a - _ G \ u
. \'-.. G.a t. /c

l.: ..J /' o °

. \
1

4 1: \o^ol \ r

F Y/

' aly
°4.a'. c- a.. ! . J , . .00-. ;` B 1I:RACIiti !

! q :IS' .rr_..__ . /

tt '

+/ o.' B.Y.Jie-S .o .. r,.1 iY a '' a .._ c T 0.;ap `.""° rC'' `/ /gyp..+,. a' Y°.., rj i
.

,

BSl VBye )Y °V°.
Y

JJ°c

;; u

_ ` ..



Name of area TEMP LEMORE Acreage 5).
Grid Reference S. 109, 718
Scientific Interest Ecological, ornithological and botanical
Ratin Regional Importance

Priority

Description of the Area See Map 8
The A . S . I . is a small lake and woodland which are used for recreational
purposes. The trees which dominate the area are beech with a lower
canopy of hazel and oak. There is some rhododendron. The herb layer
composed of the following:

Plagiochila asplenioides
Rubia peregr.ina

Rhytidiadelohus triguetrus

Vacciniurn myrti.llus

Drvopteris dilitata

Theuidium sp.

FIedera helix

Luzula sylvatica

Geranium robertianurn

Ajuga reptans

Viola riviniana

Eurhynchiurn sp.
__, ciCetG3elsa

Acrocladium so.

Potentilla sterilis

moss

madder

moss

bilberry

fern

moss

ivy

woodrush

herb robert

bugle

common violet

moss

WVCXi soiiel

moss

barren strawberry

is

A feature of the area is the drainage trenches which have been cut at
regular intervals throughout the woodland. The area was visited only once
and the permanance of water in the trenches is not known. However the

profuse growth of ferns and mosses suggests that the area is generally wet.

The waterbcdy is shallow and contains much Phragmites.

27.
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Evaluation
The area is of interest as a wet woodland. It was visited in Spring:
presumably at other times of the year there is a profuse floral growth.
The Rubi.a sp. is rare .n central Ireland. The bird life of the par'-.land
is of interest and Blackcaps and Garden Warblers are reported there.
Other woodland species include sparrow hawks and the lake contained
about 50 duck (mostly mallard) when visited. The flora includes
Carex strisosa which is rare elsewhere.

Threats to the Area

Dumping of rubbish is occurring along the woodland boundaries. The

woodlands and lake are not in good condition: the latter is filling up
due to deposition of plant remains and the former contains some mature
trees which should be felled and replanted. Rhododendron also poses
a threat.

Re corninendaticns

The area should be protected and dumping of rubbish prohibited, A

managment policy for the woods and lake would be desirable.

28.
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Name of Area BIRCH SCRUB BY SLEVOIR BAY

Grid Reference M. 890, 012
Scientific Interest Botanical, ecological
Rating Regional Importance

Priority B

Acreage 25-

Description of the Area See Map 9
This site is occupied by Birch scrub and includes some open areas. The southern

end of the site is situated on a slope and the tree flora includes some Fagus,

Crataegus and Quercus . Nine out of every 10 trees are Betula. Large shrubs

present at this end of the site include Ulex eurocaeus, Ilex aauifolium and

Rubus agg. The ground layer in the dryer parts of the southern end of the site

contains the following species:
Hedera helm.

Viola sp.

Frag ria vesca

ivy

violet
wild strawberry

In the wet areas of the upper site the following species were recorded:

Erica tetralix
Calluna vulgeris

Succisa pratensis
Plantago lanceolata
luncus articulatus
Molina caerulea

Briza media

juncu.s cona.lomeratus

Anthoxanthum odoratum

Galium palustre

Prunella vulgaris

Potentilla erecta
juncos effusus
Tri lg ochin palustris

cross leaved heath
ling

devil's bit scabious
ribwort plantain

jointed rush

purple moor grass

comr,ncn quaking grass

common rush

scented vernal grass
marsh bedstraw

self-heal
common tormentil

soft rush

marsh arrow grass (indicative of a
'good' marsh)

29.
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At the northern end of the site - closer to the lake shore, an acid woodland flora
has developed and includes the Angiosperms:

Calluna vulgaris ling
Vaccinium bilberry
Lonicera periclymenum honeysuckle
Hedera helix ivy

the Fern, Dryopte:is dilata and the following Bryophytes:
Hvnnurrr cuoressiforme

Thuidium tamariscinum

Polytricum s p.

vlncomiurn so1,Qndens

The tree.-cover does not persist at the northern end of the site and, where open
ground occurs, it is dominated by clumps of the species listed below:

bracken
U1ex euro aeus gorse

purple moor grass
Cl.adium rriariscus

Schoer_us niccricans black bog rush
Calluna vui iris ling
Myrica gale bog myrtle

cross leaved heath
wood false brome

Evaluation

The birch is the first coloniser of heath and an intermediate in the transition
from heath to oak. In Ireland, although birch is common in mixed and oak
forests and in small numbers on heaths, such an area of the species, as occurs
at this site, is rare.

Threats to the area

Clearance of the land for agricultural utilization, forestry purposes or building

Recommendations

This site should be protected by use of a conservation order.

30.
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Name of Area BELLEVUE HOUSE Acreage 3 9

Grid Reference R. SOS, 945

Scientific Interest Botanical, ecolcgical, ornithological
Rating Regional Importance

Priority C

Description of the area See Map 10
uercus sp.) and hazelThe deciduous tree area on the map is occupied by oak (g

scrub (Corylus avellana), the former as large trees. The oa'-

are overgrown by

Polypodium vulgare polypody

and Hedera helix ivy

Oak regeneration is occurring

The herbs and shrubs of the ground layer include:
Oxalis acetosella wood sorrel

Viola sp. . violet
Hedera helix ivy

Primula vulgaris primrose

The remainder of the site is divisible into several community types:

Foreshore:

Mentha aquatic watermint

Juncus acutiflorus sharp-flowered rush

J. articulatus hard rush

Galiuiii plaustie marsh bedstraw

Potentilla anserina silverweed

Lythrum salicaria purple loosestrife
Carex disticha creeping brown sedge

Agrostis stolonifera creeping bent

Ranunculus repens creeping buttercup

R. flammula lesser spearwort

The lake-side area of the site is largely occupied by Phragmites reeds and

the remainder by open water.

The remainder of the site could be described as wet grazing. Plants recorded

31.

'

'



i 1 L A 0 L" l YinFGa i'a i e:t_ 1

Cashlannrrr-n r .

:-t

}

6'L+ f%' to 4 i
yyp ` 10.

0 i'<<iiVf>j IQ

Blark Quarry Porn!

n

4-



there included :
Lysimachia nemorum

SenacioZaccbea

Primula vul.gari s

Hypericum oulchrum

Verbascum thapsus

Trifolium Lnatense

Cerastium vu1_ are

I nericum tetra pterum

Loliurn perenne

Rumex sanquineus

Hypericum androsaemurn

Pragaria vesca

Pol ty richum formosum

yellow pimpernel

ragwort

primrose

beautiful St. John's wort

common mullein

red clover

mouse eared chickweed

square stemmed St. John's wort

Italian rye grass
red-veined dock

wild strawberry

areas were occupied by theThe margins of the woodland and grazing

following :

Lansan_a communis

Dactylis glomerata

Brachypodium sylvaticum

Hypericum: perforatum

Pn.nella vulgari.s

Scrophularia nodosa

Tuncus effusus

Ranunculus reoens

Agrostis stolonifera

Rosa aarestis
Cirsium vulgare

Arctium minus

Urtica dioica

Sonchus oleraceous

Carex lepidocarpa

nipple-wort

cocksfoot

perforate St. John's Wort
self-heal
figwort

soft rush

creeping buttercup

creeping bent
narrow-leaved sweet briar
spear thistle
lesser burdock

nettle

common sowthistle

Plantago great plantain

32.
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Hvpericum androseemum

Succisa pratensis devil's bit scabious
Filipendula ulmaria meadow sweet
Rumex sanguineus red-veined dock

On the foreshore are a number of small pools containing:
Menyanthes trifoiiata bogbean

and populations of Corixids (Hemiptera).

The passerine bird populations of the woods are relatively large and include
blackbirds, thrushes, wrens and tree creepers.

Evaluation

The area is unique in North Tipperary as a well established stand of natural
oak. The occurrence of a number of habitat types within a small area is also
noteworthy. The area is likely to be a source of many invertebrate species

Throats to the Area

Removal of the oak woods would deprive the site of its most important habitat.
Building on the foreshore would also interfere with the rough grazing. Dumping
of domestic rubbish is a possibility.

Recommendations

Disruption of any of the habitats listed would be undesirable. Removal of the
oak woods either for replanting or clearance should be avoided and the trees
should be preserved by use of a tree preservation order. The foreshore should
be maintained as at present: any dumping of rubbish (of which there is at
present no evidence) should be prevented and building should not be allowed.

33.



Name of Area LOUGH OURNA Acreage 69

Grid Reference R. 880, 855

Scientific Interest Botanical, Ornithological and Ecological

Rating Regional Importance

Priority C

Description of the Area See Map 11

The area is of open water and Phragmites beds. At the time of

(5/l/72) the water was low and the lake bed was covered in dense growth of

Apium inundatum

Fontinalis antinyretica
and Rorippa sp. , occasional
Among these plants, shells of the Moll.usca

Pisidium arnnicum

and Lymnaea stagnaiis

were collected.

The following plant species were

Rumex conglomeratus

Schoenoplectus lacustris

Stellaria graminea

Stellaria media

Alism plantago-aquatica
Cirsium palustre

Galium palustre

Polygola vulgaris

Agrostis stolonifera
Myosotis caespitosa
Rumex maritimus

Aquilegia vulgaris

Hypericum tetrapterum

Dactylorhiza fuchsii

Carex echinata

Sieglingia decumbens

floating marsh wort

also taken close to the wetland-margin:
sharp dock

common bulrush

lesser stichwort
chickweed

water plantain

marsh thistle
marsh bedstraw

milkwort

creeping bent

lesser water forget-me-not
golden dock

columbine

square stemmed

(orchid)

star sedge
heath grass

St. John's Wort

1
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The following bird species -.%,ere recorded in the area:

Mallard

Wigeon

Teal

Pheasant

Coot

Evaluation

This site is noteworthy as one of the three post-1030 stations for Rumex Inaritir US
in Ireland. It is also a permanent wetland and has been recorded as a building
site for the Great Crested Grebe. The area is important in winter having moder-
ately largo populations of migratory wildfowl. The area is also of significance
as a breeding ground in summer. Species recorded breeding there include:

Little Grebe

Heron

Mallard

Mute Swan

M.oorherl

Lapwing

Snipe and possibly
Redshank

Threats to the Area

Some dumping of rubbish is taking place. Drainage is another possibility.

Recommendations

The area should be maintained in its present condition and general planning
control exercised to this end.

35.



Name of Area NEWC- HAPEL Acreage 15

Grid Reference R. 854, 825

Scientific Interest Botanical, ecological
Rating Regional Importance

Priority C

Description of the Area See Map 12.
This small site is occupied by two small pools at the southern end and a
permanent water body at the northen end. In the vicinity of the two pools the
following plants were collected:

Mentha aguatica water mint

Incus acutiflorus sharp flowered rush

Potentilla anserina silverweed

Oenanthe aauatica fine leaved water droowort

Succisaratensis devil's bit scabious
Acrocladiuin cuspidatum

Ranunculus repens creeping buttercup

AcLrostis _tolonifera creeping bent
Carex nigra common sedge

Hydrocotyle vulgaris marsh pennywort

Teucrium scordium water germander
The more permanent wetland was occupied by:

Equisetum fluviatile horse-tail
anc F hra gm ites comr^ isl c Va11111 on 4. cal

Growing in the vicinity of these were the following:

Mentha aguatica water mint

Fontinalis ant-in retica

Anthoxanthum odoratum scented vernal grass
Apium inundatum floating marsh wort
Scirpus lacustris common bulrush

Juncus articulatus jointed rush

Ranunculus fiammula lesser spearwort

36.
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Evaluation

The area is important as a site for Teucrium Fcordium which occurs in the midlands
only. The fact that the water surface fluctuates considerably may indicate that
the water bcdy is a turlough.

Threats to the area
Drainage of the wetland might occur. Likewise run--off from a septic tank could
alter the chemical constitution of the water and thus affect the flora.

Recommen::ations

Drainage should be prevented and general planning control exercised to prevent
eutrophication .

i
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Name of Area SLEVOIR BAY AND ENVIRONS : Acreage 931.

Grid Reference M. 895, 025

Scientific Interest Ornithological, Ecological

Rati Regional Importance

Priority B

Descrii2tion of the Area See Map 13

The greater part of this site consists of open water. In addition, there
are marginal Phraginites (reed) beds with some Typha latifolia (reedmace

The marginal land which is included is of several types:

(a) Rocky outcrops having a flora similar to that on the
freeshore at Luska Bay

(b) There are patches of deciduous (beech and hazel) scrub

and woodland.

(c) Damp foreshore similar to that described at Site 10

(Bellevue House).

These areas are important roosting sites while the marginal woodlands

give cover for various passerine bird species.

Evaluation

Bird species listed as breeding in the vicinity of Slevoir include the

following:

Possible and Probable

Great crested Grebe

Little Grebe

Mallard

Tufted Duck

Sparrow Hawk

Kestrel

Corncrake

Lapwing

Snipe

Confirmed

Heron

Pheasant

Water-rail

Moorhen

Coot

Black headed Gull

Wood pigeon

Swallow

Magpie

EI
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Possible and Probable

Woodcock

Curlew

Sandpiper

Cuckoo

Swift

Kingfisher

Jay

Great Tit

Blue Tit

Coal Tit

Chiffchaff

Long tailed Tit

Trcecreeper

Goldcrest

Flycatcher

Greenfinch

Linnet

Bullfinch

Reed bunting

Wheatear

Starling

Confirmed

Wren

Mistle Thrush

Song Thrush

Blackbird

Robin

Pied Wagtail

Yellowhammer

House Sparrow

Grey Wagtail

Red breasted Merganser

A visit to the area during the winter months enabled listing the following:

Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Mallard, Heron and Brent Goose in addition

to various passerines and land dwelling birds. Precise counts of winter

wildfowl have not yet been obtained.

Threats to the Area
Although undisturbed at the moment, there are a number of potential threats .

Removal of the marginal woodland and drainage of the wetland would affect

to some extent the existing migratory and/or breeding populations. Building

in the vicinity of the reed cover would be undesirable. Shooting is affecting

the present stocks of indigenous birds . A potential threat is water-skiing

and speed-boating during the Spring months .

39.



Recommendations

Within the A.S.I. develcprrent should be prevented and the existing ,',oodlands

and wet lake margins left unaltered. It would be desirable to maintain the bay
as a reserve for wildfowl and a restriction of shooting would contribute to this
end. A restriction on certain water sports during the spring months would also
be desirable. In addition to these restrictions, general planning control should
serve to preserve the area .

1
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Name of Area KEEPER HILL

Grid Reference R. 820, 695

Scientific Interest Botanical

Ratinc, Regional - possibly National

Priority - Requires further investigation

Description of Area

An area dominated by heath vegetation, at a comparatively high altitude.

Evaluation

Several species of unusual plants occur at the site

Threats to the Area

Forestry planting

Reccrr.rmenr?ations

A detailed assessment of the site should be carried out as soon as possible

and the present status of the plants evaluated.

Specific recommendations must await this.

41.



.Name of Area

Cric Reference

Scientific Interest
Rating

Prioritv

LISIvLniCRORY DOUSE T_URLOUGH Acreage 120 1
R. 965, 997

Botanical., ecological

Regional Ii l;o -: ince

C

Description of Area See Map 14.

The area is like the turlough part of site 18 (Wetlands north of Borrisokane)
in its flora.

Evaluation

This is a site for Tecrium scordium and possibly of geological interest
as a turlough.

Threats to the Area

None obvious

Recommendations

Development of this site should be in keeping with its scientific value.

42. 1
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Name of Area BOG Acreage 385

Grid Reference P. 970, 910

Scientific Interest Ecological, Botanical

Rating Regional Importance

Priori A

Description of Area See Map 15 ,
The area of scientific interest is part of a large bog. It is 'young' with

much Sphagnum growth. The occurrence of the following plant species '
is also noteworthy.

Prunus padus bird cherry, is rare elsewhere

Lvsimachia vulgaris yellow loosestrife

Thalictrum flavum meadow-rue, is rare

Drosera an ic3 ;ca sundew

D. intermedium

Utricuiari.° vulaaris bladder wort, an occasional species'

Evaluation

This was the wettest bog encountered in the course of the work and the best

example of a young bog. The above list contains some uncommon plant species'

indicating an unusual association of species. A very rare plant species is also

recorded from the site.

Threats to the Area

Drainage of this or a nearby bog of less interest.

Recommendations

Preservation of the bog in its present condition would be desirable.
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me of Area DERRYGAREE,N Acreage 89

Grid Reference R. 768, 606

Scientific Interest Botanical, ecological
Ruin- Regional Importance

Pri C. 1- -_'.v 13

Descriction cf Area See i\aap 16

The site is occupied by a typical heath vegetation in which the plants

Calluna and Erica were important, and backed by a cliff. The vegeta Lion

is dominated by Sal_ix_aureta scrub.

Evaluation

A rare plant species occurs at the site.

Threats to the Area

Drains-icie which would alter the existing area could have undesirable effects
on the rare plant species . The most likely threat is forestry planting of the
site .

Recommendations

Every effort should be made to preserve the site in its present state.

4 .
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Name of Area

Grid Reference

Scientific Interest
Rating

Priori tv

h10UI\T BUTLER : Acreene 6

S. 175, 897

Botanical, site of a rare plant species
Regional Importance

U--&ncwn - requires further investigation

Description of Area See map 17

The area is occupied by coniferous forest. It was not visited during the
present work and a future evaluation is required to assess the survival and
status of the species in question.

Recommendations

A survey of the site should be undertaken in the near future.

45. 1
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7
C, Area KIL. VAILA WOOD Acreage 89

Grid Reference R. 950, 717

Scientific Interest Ecological, Botanical
Ratinc Local '.:npo: tang

Pr" o B

Description of Area See I. ap 18

A small area of woodland situated on a hill-slope.
large trees are Beech.

There is an extensive shrub layer of hazel

The majority of the

scrub, oak and rhododc_id_ori

occasional) .The herb is .,=er consists of the following species:

Polystichurn seti.ferurr!

1 rvooteris felix-mss

Veronica mcntana

celandine

saxifrage

Geranium robertianum herb robert

Deschampsi-z fiexuosa wavy hair grass

Carex ncndul.a pendulous sedge

Salix fra ilis crack willow

Eurhvnchium striatum. moss

Chrysosrlenium oppositifolium golden_

Peltigcra ho.rizonta lichen
Brachypodium sp. Moss

Vicia sepium bush v--tch

Conoceohalum sa.

Rumex obtusi. olius broad-leaved dock.

Phyll.itis scolonendriunr hart's tongue fern

fern

male fern

wood speedwell

lesser

Hedera helix ivy

46
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Evacuation

The ,toodland is a good example of a semi-natural fo est - scru':hiand.

Th.re .ts =_o th Area

Tree felling is taking place at -,,-,,-sent

Recommendations

The \voodland should be maintained. Systematic felling and replanting

of the larger trees should be encouraged .

47. 1
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Narne of Area ESKER RIDGE

Grid Reference R. 890, 880 =

Scientific Interest Ecological, Botanical
Rating Loc_:i. Ii,iuortance

Pr ority

Description of the Area See v`ap 19

A chain of low sand hills runs across the county from West to East. The

height of individual hills varies between 2
plant assemblage has been recorded:

Fragaria vesca

Senecio jar-.obea

Plantago lanceolata

Chrysanthe num leucanthemum

C.,irsiurn p:a1ustre

Ori(anum vulc,are

Orobanche minor

Primula veris

Leontodon sp.

Glecoma he(deracea

Prunella vulgaris

Rumex acetosa

Centaurea n na_
Sonchus oleraceous

Ranunculus buibosus

Trifolium pratense

Hypericum perforatum

Dactvlis glomerata

Blackstonia r)erfoliata

and h metres. The

wild strav.,,berrj

ragwort

ribwort plantain

ox-eye daisy
marsh thistle
ma j orarr,

lesser bro;Nn'iape

cowslip

following

ground ivy

selfheal

common sorrel

knapweed

sow thistle

bulbous buttercup

clover

perforate st. john's wort
cock's-foot
yellow wort
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Diagram showing the distribution of esker ridges in, Co. Tipperary (N.R.)
F t, r tfrom tib . T. c 'T a:sac+i<;:-is of rh Society, N.S. :o)..

Plate 69.

The location of sites 6 and 4 are included.
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E

Arrhenathrum olat_us

Plantago major

Agrostis sp.

Veronica acresLis

Carlina v,uir;aris

Bellis perennis

Theuidium sp.

Galium sn.

Festuca ovina

Pseudosclero ;odium sp.

Brachytheci.um sp.

Barbula sp.

Weissia sp.

OJt grass

great plantain

field speed,,vell

cariine thistle
daisy

moss

sheep's fescue

moss

moss

moss

This species-grouping is typical of esker ridges .

Evaluation

The habitat is of interest as a typical example of an esker ridge community.

Threats to the Area

Removal of the sand hills to provide building materials.

Recommendations

Some of the sand hills should be left as examples of the habitat-type .

An. Foras would make more specific recommendations on i:he choice of the

best examples of the ecotype for preservation.

49.



Name of Area LOUGH Acrcage 64

Grid Reference R. 995, 936

Scientific Interest Ecological, Botanical

Ratin Local Im-_uortance

Prior _tv B

Description of the Area See Map 20.

Lough Nahinch is an open water body with marginal bulrushes forming

a sparse cover. The remainder of the site consists of raised bog which

has been drained.

A long strip of raised bog runs from West to East - because this. results
from removal of turf in either side the drained area is dry and suppcrts

a profuse lichen cover. Species identified there include:

Cladonia floerkiana

C . i.mpe_a

and C . rnacu'ent.

The moss I-Iypnum compressiforme also occurs and the Angios7erms present

are the heathers
Erica tetralix bell heather

and Calluna ling

In the surrounding lower bog there is a greater abundance and di.versity of

plant species . The following moss species occur:

Dicraniurn scoparium

Campylopu sp.
Pseudosclero.-,oodiurn purum

Sphagnum rubellum

S, cuspidatum

Mylia anomala
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The lichens prese :t include:
Clacionia t aci tlaris

C . floerkiana

P a i is L:1

The a_ uiosr:e _S cccurrir',, on

areas the addition of the

Succisa
Pedicularis s l estris
Potentilla erecle

Hy ericuni ouichrum

Myrir_a gale

Carex 'canicea

Narthecium ossifragum

Scirpus caespitosa

Molinia caerulea

are alto cunc in
folic-,wing species:

devil's bit scabious
lousewort

common tormentil

the :';utter

beautiful St. John's Wort

bog myrtle

carnation grass
bog asphodel

deer grass

purple moor grass

Carex inside a is very common and Rha'_7:nus is profuse

Evaluation
The area is ecologically important by virtue of its being a wetland. Duck

are said to occur there in large numbers during the winter months and

Teucrium scordia grows at the site. Breeding birds includs Redshar:k,

Tufted duck, Mallard, Moorhen, Lapwing, Snipe and Water rail.

Threats to the Area
Dumping of rubbish is taking place on the site.

Reccmn endations

Dumping should be prevented and general planning control exercised to

maintain the scientific value of the area . As part of the area is in a

neighbouring county, consultation with that County Council and joint

action would be desirable.
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Nam: of Area BOGS IN THE VALLEY Acage 2 ,340

Grid Reference S. 180, 87S

Scientific Interest Ecological

Rar:i;Zg Local Interest

APriori t",

Description of the Area See Map 21
Raised bogs in the Nore Valley occur on either side of the River. On the

northern side other wetlands occur having marsh plant species and areas

of Phragmites .

The marsh regions contain the following plant species:

Potentilla pa.lust_ris_ march cinquefoil

lesser spear,.vort

Galium pal jstre marsh bed straw

Belli.s perennis daisy
lousewort

Dactylorhiza fuchsii orchid

Succisa pratonsis devil's bit scabious
Agrostis sp.
uncus articulatus jointed rush

Acrocladium sp.

Juncus effusus soft rush

marsh arrow-grass

The tress Prunes sp. and Rhamnus sp. also occur in addition to

Botul.a pubscens .

On the southern side of the river the bog has been drained and heather

(Erica and Calluna) is profuse. On some bare patches this vegetation is

replaced by :

Galium saxatil.e heath bedstraw

Rumex acetosella sheep's sorrel
moss

52.

Ranunculus

Pedicularis )alustris

Triclochin

Polvtrichum
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Evalu.a

The area contEtins- good exam les of roi d bo- an:: rags.. >> if:

is of ir_terest for its floral ccnpos.tion and as an irvertebrate hal ltat

D

1

iir o

Further drain ge .

R ecominenda tions

Ideally, further drainage of this area should cease. A more detailed

assessment of the area may enable a smaller area than that shown in

Map 28 to be demarcated fo
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Name of Area DEEP GORGE ON THE NENAGH RIVER Acreage

Grid Reference R. 510, 570
Scientific Interest Ecological, botanical
Rating Local I. iportance

Priority C

Description of the Area See 1,.Iap 22

This site is a steep gorge on either side of the headwaters of the Nenagh
River. The upper end of the site is colonised by:

juncos spp.
A:rrostis stolonifera common bent

On the steep slopes of the yalley the following species occur:

Vacciniurn myrtillis

Salix aureta

Pferidiu n acuil.inum

Teucriuin scorodoriia

H,: toPric rn nuichrum

Loni.cera Deric.lymenum

Fracreria vesca

Rubus fruticosus agg.

Call una vLilgaris

Phytidiadelrohus sp.

Crataequs rnonogyna

Lath is mc.,tanus

Acrrostis stolo.iifera

Pleuroza schrebc;ri.

Anthoxanthum odoratum

Ga1iurn sa.xatile

bilberry

eared willow
bracken

wood sage

beautiful St. John's wort.
honey suckle

wild strawberry
bramble

1 ing

moss

common hawthorn

bitter vetch

common bent

mess

sweet vernal grass
heath bedstraw.
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The margins of streams which floe:- down the slope are colonised by the

additional species:
Polypodium sp. moss

Vicia sedum bush vetch

Veronica germander speedwell

Stellaria holostea greater stichwort

Evaluation

The area is of interest because there is wide change of altitude over a

short distance . In the predominantly flat terrain of North Tipperary this

is unusual.

Threats to the Area

None obvious.

Recommendations

Future development of this site should be in keeping with its scientific value .
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Narne of Area MONAINC A BOG AND SURROUNDINGS

Acreage 3 , 23 0

Grid Reference S. 180, 880
S::ien interest Ecological

Local Interest

Prioritv A.

Descriotion of the Area See Map 23
This area consists of hogland, some of which is sufficiently large

to be unaltered by cutting. Monain6ha raised bog is wet centrally
and supports a poor growth of li

cla
n.s. This is a relatively

undisturbed raised bog and may for this reason viable .

The surrounding area is of cut bog and the hummocks above the channels

support plant species which are typical cf mesh wet pasture:

Centaurea hn.apweed

Pseudosclerocodium purem .ress

Plytrichum commune :ncss

Cynosurus cristatus crested dog's tail
purple moor grass

bush vetch

Dactylis glomerata cocks-foot

Filipendula ulmaria meadowsweet

Su ccisasatensis devil's bit scabious
oft rush

S

Ecilobium anc ustifolium rose bay

Birch trees are common in the areas surrounding the raised Some

Phragmites occurs in small numbers.

Evaluation

The area is of importance as containing a good example of a raised bog .

The surrounding marginal wetland is likely to be an interesting invertebrate

56.
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Threats to the Area
Further cutting :,ouid endanger the remaining intact bog . Dumping of

rubbish.

Reccmmendatons

Preservation of at least part of this area in its present condition would

be desirable .
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Name of Area TOI3EP.V:=E : Acreage 22

Grid Reference M. 883, 012

Scientific Interest Botanical, Ecological

ating_ Local Importance

Priority B

Description of Area See Map 24

The area is of Cor,vllus av31lana scrub. The individual (hazel) bushes

appear to be natural rather than coppiced and the ground layer vegetation

is composed of the following species:

Festuca gi9aiztea giant fescue

Carex svivati.ca wood sedge

Helictotrichon pubescens hairy oat grass

Geum urbanum wood aven

Evaluation
Hazel is a common tree species on soils that are not -coo dry or too acid.

The species is a forerunner of various types of woodland in which it later

forms a shrun layer. Hazel is frequent along the shores of Lough Derg

although isolated stands of the extent of this are uncommon. In the

absence of field data the stand is assumed to be of value as a habitat

for invertebrates associated with hazel.

Threats to the Area

Clearance of the scrub in connection with agriculture or forestry replanting .

Recommendation

The area should be preserved by use of a conservation order or a tree

preservation order.
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Name cf Area CLARET; LOUGH and associated wetlands
Acreage 1 , 660

R. 849, 882
and

R. 850, 940
interest Eco1c ica!

Rating Local impo_tance

Pricrit,.T B

Grid Reference

Description of Area See Man 25

Map 23a refers specifically to Claree Lough which is typical of other

wetlands in the areas .

Around the open water body- marshlands are

plant species occur there:
floc-cuculi

Nentha auuatica
Acrocl.adium sp.

Parnassia palustris
Tuncus subnodulosus

Anaelico sylvvestris

Schoenus nicricans
Filipendula ul.maria

E12ilobium obscurum

Cirsium palustre

Cla_dium rnariscus

Pedicularis palustris

Carer. nanicuiata
Sc:orEidi.um scornioides

Campviium st_el.latum

Bruetelia sn.

Carex lenidocarpa
Phleum pratense

Succisa_p.ra 'Lens is

Hypercium tetra.pterum

Molinia caeruiea

Senecio jacobea

extensive and the following

ragged robin

water mint

Moss

grass of parnassus
blunt-flowered rush

wild angelica

black bog rush

meadowsweet

thin runner willow herb

marsh thistle
fen sedge

red rattle

greater tussock sedge
moss

moss

moss

timothy grass

devil's-bit scabious
square stemmed st. john's wort

purple moor grass

ragwort
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Rumex cbtusifolius

Lythrum sat icaria

Dactyl orh iza Iuchsi_i

Additional soecies listed from

Dacty1i aloerata
Rran nus, catherticus

Acarostis tennis

Carex disticha
Centaurea nigra

Prunella vulgaris

Festuca arundinacea

Ulex eurooannus

broad-leaved dock

purple loosestrife

orchid

drier parts the marsh included:

cocks foot
bucl thorn

common bent

creeping brown sedge

knap.veed

self-heal
tall fescue
gorse

In addition there are large areas of Phragmites communis .

Plants occurring in the water included Potamogeton spp. and ivvmnhar so.

The above plant assemblage is typical of calcareous marshland in Ireland.

Evaluation

The wetlands making up the two areas are of ecological interest by virtue of

their flora and their potential as invertebrate habitats.
feeding areas for overwintering wildfowl.

Threats to the Area

Drainage is the chief danger.

in places

They are also valuable,

Casual rubbish dumping is also occurring

Recommendations

The areas should be maintained as at present and some conservation might

also be given to managing the sites for shooting purposes.
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Name of Area CLARE GLENS Acreage 34
Grid Reference R. 741, 59).
Scientific Interest Ecological and Geological
Rating Local Importance
Priority B

Description of Area See Map 26

The area is a mixed deciduous and coniferous forest, the tree species
include:

Quercus spp. oak

Fagus sylvatica beech
Crataegus monogyna hawthorn
Sali=x sp . willow
Sorbus aucu aria rowan

Fraxinus excelsior ash
The coniferous species include

Abies; Picea and Pinus spp.
The shrub layer is composed of

Hedera helix ivy

Ilea; aguifolium holly
Rhodedendron nonticurn rhododendron

and Coiylus avellana hazel

The herb layer is dominated by Lonicera periclymena, Oxalis acetocella and
Hedera helix.

The most common ferns are:

Polypodium vulgare epiphytic
and Blechnum spirant hard fern

Pol ty richum spp. (mosses) are common as is the Liverwort Marchantia polyinorpha
close to the river's edge.

Geologically, the area is of interest for the stratigraphy of the Old Red
Sandstone. A feature of interest is the occurrence of fossil ripple marks
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at point 7 on the Nature Trail. (Incidentally, these are being worn away by

pressure of people passing back and forth. It would be desirable to add a

sign saying No step here" which would afford protection) .

Publication
The Clare Glens" published by the Shannonside Tourist Organisation.

Evaluation

The Glens are of general ecological value but their chief worth lies in the fact

that they are a picturesque setting in which the fauna and flora may be observed.

Threats to the Area

Fire would destroy the vegetation. The area requires management, periodic

planting, thinning etc. to obviate the necessity of eventual clear-felling
and re-planting . The spread of Rhododendron could prove a threat.

Recommendations

Precautions against the above dangers should be taken. For instance, the

provision of fire beaters near the road would be useful.

In view of the fact that the area is used for recreation a more detailed survey

should be undertaken and a management procedure developed and implemented.

Finally, the guide book and nature trail signs should be re-written with spelling

mistakes rectified. An Foras Forbartha would give advice here.
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Name of Area WETLANDS NORTH OF BORRISOKANE - : Acreage 93

Grid Reference R.909, 983

Scientific Interest Ornithological, ecological and botanical

Rati^c? Local Importance

Priority B

Description of the Area See Map 27

The wetlands form a contrast on either side of the North-South road through

Borrisokane. The westerly area is

In and bordering the water were the

Mentha aauatica

Apium sp.

Tuncus articulatus

T. inflexus

Rori-P P a sp.

Lythrum salicaria

Ranunculus sp.

Mvosotis caespitosa
Myosotis scorpoiodes

Trifolium repens

Galium palustre
Potentilla anserina
Cardamine oratensis

Agrostis stolonifera

Acrocladium so.

composed of extensive Phragmites beds.

following plant species:
water mint

The eastern side of the site is occupied

articulated rush
hard rush

water cress
purple loosestrife

lesser water forget-me-not

water forget-me-not

clover

marsh bedstraw

silverweed

lady's smock
common bent

moss

by a turlough -like water body. There

is no emergent vegetation. The water surface was covered with Litorella

lacustris which had broken free from the lake floor. The emergent rocks were

covered with a crust formed by blue-green algae. The snail Lymnaea stagnali

occurred in large numbers.

Evaluation

Both wetlands together support a large wildfowl population. Species seen

there in winter included: Snipe, Heron, Duck (C 90), Mute swans (2),
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Whooper Swans (25), Moorhen, Kestrel and Lapwing (c. 300). The fact that
one may be a turlough (see introduction) and the other a marsh is an interest-
ing contrast of educational value. The eastern side of the area is a site for
Teucrium scordium.

Threats to the Area

Drainage.

Recommendations

Efforts should be made to preserve this site as it is at present.

1
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SECTION F

Maps showing the distribution in the British Isles of certain plant species

occurring in County Tipperary (v . R.) . The maps show the significance of

North Tipperary as a region of botanical interest.

The maps are taken from "Atlas of the British Flora", prepared by the

Botanical Society of the British Isles.

Each symbol on the map records the presence of this species in a 10-kilometre

square of the Ordnance Survey National Gird, which was extended to cover

Ireland for the purpose of this survey.
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Sirnplifi d t« , . ost sig::ificant' causes cf habitat alter tion in
County I'iPPerar i:. «'-i1^ds used, general impact on the scientific
hart 'ge and cor. c:r species affected are also listed. Account is not
taken of the de, oiling influence on amenity of any of the procedures. !'he

relative 1L, ;portI j c of each activity is not indicated.

Lc:ivjt Effect Impact on Species, community
Scientific heritacxe or area affected

rvestir.g__.._:-_.-.,,LViarginal Lcss of certain Wetlands generally
(turf cutting) drainage plant and animal

communities; loss
of diversity

ArterialIUncI improvement'-_,_
V!orks (agricultural) drainage

i)c.:nestic effluent &E., -rophication
disposal

Industrial effluent
disposal effluent

IIVI

Aquatic communities

Soil and aquatic
con,mu r!ities

Clearance removal Woodlands

Esker removal Sand hill con nnuniti as

Grazing ------ - ---- (then Loss in diversity Pastures, heaths
animal) commu-
nity alteration

]Recreation Sand dunes , possibly
others .
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