:- L T o
M
T N
g
i P N
(epramd

The National
Institute

for Physical
Planning and
Construction

Research

»
~ .
bt in
K Va2 :
~ i &1
SLLTET NUEL G0
£
IS AR
£
ot il 1
- foli
‘E\: PR RN 8

St. Martln’é House
Waterloo Road
Dublin 4

CONSERVATION AND AMENITY :
ADVISORY SERVICE

4 PRELIMINARY REPORT ON ARLAS
OF SCIENTIFIC INTEREST IN CCUNTY
TIPPERARY (N.R.)

Edward Fahy,
Research Assistant,
An Foras Forhartha.

e e e o,
e




CONTENTS

Page

p

Introduction 1

~

3. Table summarising details of areas of scientific
interest 6

C. Explanation of the criteria used in rating areas
and in deciding on their priority 10

D. * Detailed reports on areas .for which sufficient
information has been collected. Each report
is compiled under the following headings: 12
Name of Area, Map Number and Acreage (approx.)
Crid Reference
Scientific Interest
Rating
Priority
Description of the Area
Publications (when available)
Evaluation
Threats to the Area

Recommendations

E. Table summarising recommendations for protection
of the areas of scientific interest 65

F. Maps showing the distribution of some plant species
occurring in County Tipperary (N.R.) and in the geogra-
phical unit of Ireland and Britain 63

G. Table summarising the impact of human activity on the
scientific heritage of the North Riding. 81




In the succeeding site-descriptions certain key areas are dealt with., It

should not be overlooked, however, that often these are the best, tbough /“
'R
not necessarily the only examples of a particular ecotype. This plies Ecahrsj

particularly to the region north of Cloghjordan (enélosed by the Shannon

and Brosna) which has great amenity and scientific value. A more detailed
examination of this area in the future would be most desirable, For the
moment, particular care should be taken inthe siting of buildings around

the A,.S.Is and this applies especially to the Lough Derg shorelire. Because
North Tipperary is flat,the scenery cannot absorb housing as easily as couid

@ more hilly district.

As has been stated above, the Northern end of the North Riding is particularly
rich in plant material, Some of the sites are of importance because they

support a single rare species. Most are of additional value as representative
ecotypes and in these, a secondary, ecological interest is present in addition

to the primarily botanical nature of the A.S.Is.

The northern limestones are es pecially important because on them grow plant
spocies which are best known on the limestone pavements of County Clare,
tor example the grass Seslaeria. Section E'of this report is an appendix to
show the significance of some of these species on a geographical scale. The
rare species whose survival might be endangered by being collected (se

below) are not included.

While it is desirahle to give as many details as possibie of the sites listed,
some sites are described in vague terms. Plants which are susceptible to
being collected are referred to as "a rare species" only. Secrecy of this
xind is generally regarded as a form of protection. More precise details

of the species concerned will however be kept by An Foras and will be

available to the County Council on request.

The northern part of the North Riding of County Tipperary has a substratum of

limestone, the southern part having a Devonian and Silurian sandstone and
p g

shale bedrock. A mcderate-heavy rainfall and mild winter temperature comhine I

2..




to permit many Western plant species to extend their ranges well into

the county.,

The limestone bedrock and high precipitation interact to give the wetlands which
occur at ail stages in the succession from open water through fen and marsh to
raised bog. Scientifically, these areas are of value because of their
possibilities as invertebrate habitats and because of the plant associations

occurring there,

Ireland is of special significance as an overwintering area for wildfow!l and a
large percentage of the world's geese pass the colder months here, There has
been an increase in some dabbling duck (notakly mallard) in recent years in
this country and scaup, teal and wigeon have increased. On the other hand
Grey Lag Geese have declined considerably and the Whiteironted Goose has
disappeared from some western regions as a result of drainage. Most duck

5U
and swans favour shallow water and it is desirable that remaining wetlands be

left untouched for this reason.

Turloughs are believed to cccur in North Tipperary and a number of possibilities
are listed in the Report. At this point, observations on these features are
tentative aﬂd they require more detailéd investigation. Turloughs are best
known in neighbouring County Clare and their recognition in the field is
difficult. Their definition is also complex but they are best described as
ephemeral (temporary) lakes having a subterranean cavernicclous drainage
system: they are filled with water ir winter and dry in summer, (Williams,

P.W, 1964 Aspects of the Limestone Phvsiograpvhyv of Cos. Clare and Galway;

Western Jreland. Unpublished Ph,D. Thesis. University of Cambridge).

Precise definition of a turlough therefore necessitates establishing that such

a drainage system is present and this can be accomplished only when the basin
is empty. Recognition of turloughs on botanical features is also feasible,
though not conclusive. The flora of these areas listed as turloughs in the

succeeding pages conforms to the botanical features of typical examples

elsewhere.




The majerity of sites listed in this report are easily conservable (s=ze
Section E) and preventative measures are all that is required, e.g. no
building, no drainage. The indiscriminate dumping of domestic rubbish is
probably the most widespread despoiling influence in the county at the

moment excluding the unknown impact of pesticides and fertilizers.

(
Existing powers to deal with rubkish dumping should ke invoked where

feasible.

In Section G an effort is made to assess the effects cf human activities on
the North Riding. Broadly speaking there are two types of habitat alterations.
The first, the gradual despoiling of an area by pollution has been referred to
briefly above. The second is the clearance of an area as, for example, for
building with the consequent removal of an ecotype. The ever-increasing
shortage of land, together with the rise in impertance of industry and the
demand for housing combine to exert considerable pressure on available
space. In the absence of a fine sufficiently large enough to be a deterrent
the co~operation of all interested parties should be sought in planning for the

best interests of the entire community.

Finally, the preliminary nature of this report must be stressed, Priorities are

likely to change in the future,as are ratings,as more information becomes

D

aveilable and conditions change. The destruction of a site of national importang
could, for example, result in the elevation of another of equal value to
international rating. Further sites must be sought, either as places which
have not yet been discovered or sites which are being developed at present.
Examples of the latter are quarries which are exposing stratigraphic

phenorena and coniferous forests which, when mature, may develop a peculiar

or scientifically noteworthy community.

In conclusion, the fcllowing are gratefully acknowledged for their help in

the compilation of the Report:




Mr, David Scott, I.W.C.
and Mr. Richard McMullan who generously made available the results

of his botanical investigaticns prior to their publication.

Maps used in the Report are regroduced from the Ordnance Survey sheets by

permission of the Government (licence no. 121/72).
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SECTION C

RATING OF AREAS OF SCIENTIFIC IMPORTANCE

This is a measure of the relative importance of areas of scientific

importance.

The importance of each area is indicated in terms of the following categories:
Y

Intermational Importance

1. Only area of its type in Europe.

Z. One of a few such localities in Furope.
3. One of a natural series in Europe.

4. Recognised international importance.
5. Specialised educational importance.

National Importance

1. Only area of its type in Ireland.

2, One of a few such localities in Ireland.

3. One of a natural series in Ireland.

4, Recognised national importance.

5. General or specialised educational importance.

Regional Importance

1. Only area of its type in province.

2, One of a few localities in Ireland.

3. One of a natural series in region.

4, Fine example of its kind.

5 General or specialised eduéational importance.

—
o
.




Local Imrportance

1. Only area of its type in county.

2. One of a few localities in province.
3. Fine example of its kind.

4, General educational importance.

PRIORITY OF AREAS OF SCIENTIFIC INTEREST

This is a measure of the relative urgency necessary for protection of the

areas of scientific importance.

Each site is given s priority rating of A, B cr C.

- The rating of any area is based on a combination of the following criteria:-

a) the importance of the area
b) the vulnerability of the area
c) the nature and imminence of any threats to the area.

11,



SECTICK D

Name of arez

M. 889, 030 Rallyreigh Bridge
M. 841, 007
M. 852, 008

Grid reference

Scientific interest BRotanical

Rating International importance
Priority C

Descrivtion of the area See map 1

The sites are of marshy ground at the edge of Lough Derg, Rocky outcrops

frequent. The majority of the plant speci

foreshore) are present

Evaluation

Within the areas outlined a rare plant species is known to occur, Its occurrence
by Lough Darg is its conly qtauon in the British Isles., The precise limits of its

distribution within the areas listed are not known and further sites containing

it in lne same area may be found in the future.

Threats to the area

Puilding could physically destroy any one of the sites.

might also be detrimental.

Reccmmendations

The precise limits of the species should be investi igated and the area boundanes

redrawn, In the meantime development within the areas designated shoula pe prever

In the longer term general planning control should be exercised to maintain the

. scientific values of the areas within the redrawn boundaries.

THREE SITES.C'LOSE TO SLEVOIR BAY

es listed for site 5 ( Luska Bay

Intense recreational pressul

: Acrcage 73

(-------
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—
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Name of Area CCORNALACK : Acreage 29
Grid Reference R. 842, 999

Scientific Interest Botanical, Ecclogical and Zoological
Rating International Importance
Priority A

Des'cription of the Area See Map 2

The northern end of the site is a quarry in which the dominant shrubs are

Taxus baccata yew

Juniverus communis juniper

Cotoneaster microphyllus

Pecole are frequent in the bare rock and in these cccurs Chara sp, stonewort.
There are occasional grass swards in which the following species are found:

Agrostic stolonifera creeping bent

Succisa vratensis devil's bit scabious

Centaurea nigr o - knapweed
Siealingis decumbens heath grass
Glechoma hederacea ground ivy
Achillea millefclium yarrow
Serniecio jacobea "ragwort

Cyhnosurus cristatus

Festuca arundinacea

Carlina vulgaris

crested dog's tail
tall fescue

carline thistle

On lhe bare limestone the fern Ceterach officinarum_(rusty-back) is growing.

At one point a small plantation of Norwegian spruce has been invaded by the yew

scrub. At the scuth of the site there is less juniver and the yew is accompanied®

Crataegus monogyna common hawthorn

Hex aquifolium holly
The soil cover is mere complete in this area and the following plants occur;

Hedera helix ivy

Fragaria vesca wild strawberry

Rubus agg. - bramble

Oxalis acetosella , wood sorrel

[o—
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On the lake boundary of the site the following cccur:

Carex disticha

Filipendula ulmaria

Scirpus lacustris

Schoenus nigricans

cre2ping brown sedge
meadowsweet
common builrush

black bog-rush

Members of this group are also found at the southern end of the site.

Evaluation

Yew woods are best known in the British Isles in southern England.

As a

general rule they are noct extensive and yew woaods in Ireland are confined

to the west of the country. In scuthern England Yew

Juniper which forms protection against grazing for the yocung yew.

the association which occurs at Cornalack.

is intolerant of pcor light is comparatively sparse at the southern end of the

site where the largest yew trees cccur.

Characteristically juniper which

is associated with

This is

in the introduction the importance of an ecotvpe as @ habitat for invertebrates

was mentioned. The juniper is known to be the

of Ilemiptera @

Pitedia juniperina

Dichrooscytus valesianus

The status of both in this country is unknown .

the Hemipteran Dichrooscytus rufipennis however, cccur on the plant, as well

spacific host of two species

as on other conifers, so that the yew-juniper scrub should be preserved as an

example of an invertebrate refuge.

Threats to the Area

Clearing the area for agriculture or building is an obvious danger.

Recommendations

It is understoad that planning permission has been granted for the southern end

of the site but the plants northern quarry should be maintained by use of a

conservation order.

14,
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Name of Area FIAGH BCG : Acreage 704
Grid Reference R.950, 970.

Scientific Interest Zoological, ecological

Rating National Importance

Priority A A

Description of Area

See map 3.

This is a marsh site containing large areas of Phragmites communig.

Schoenus nigricans is also common, as is the moss Campvlium stellatun.

Janus, H. (1965) Land and freshwater molluscs.  Burke. Londecn.

Evaluation
Fiagh Bog has been described as a fen, rather than a bog. The proiuse
mollusc (snail) fauna occurring there is indicative of a rich calcium supply.

The rarity in question is the Round-mouthed whorl snail, Vertiac genesii

Gredler, which is known in three Irish bogs and elsewhere in Northern Europe.

It does not occur in Britain.

Threats 1o-the Area

Drainage is the most likely. Pollution by toxic on eutrophicating substances
is also a likely threat. The former is likely to be the more detrimental in
this case, Pesticides used for agricultural purposes - especially sheep dips

are most probably the chief danger.,

Recommendations

For scientific reasons oreservation of this site is most desirable. This will
involve aveiding drainage of adjoining wetlands which might affect the water
level in Fiagh Bog proper. A more detailed conservaticn study would be

désirab le.

15.




Name of Area WETLAND, BOG AND ESKER COMPLEX ALONG TEE LITTLE
BROSNA RIVER : Acreage 6,884

Grid Reference N 000, 085

Scientific Interest Ornithological, ecological, botanical

Rating National Importance '

Priority B

Description of the Area See Map 4

The area consists of a wetland-esker complex. The folicwing four area types

were listed at the eastern end of the site.

1. An area having a shallow water cover in which were growing:
Mentha aguatica water mint
Juncus effusus . soft rush
Galium nalustre marsh bedstraw
Potentilla palustris marsh cinquefoil
Rumex conglomeratus sharp dock
Alisma nlantago-aguatica water plantain
Ranunculus repens | creeping buttercup
Agrostis stolonifera creeping bent
Apium nodiflorum * procumbent marsh-vort

Batrachium sp.

Triglochin palustris marsh arrow-grass
Senecio fluviatilis _ broad leaved ragwort
Equisetum fluviatile horsetail
Hippuris vulgaris mare's tail
Carex disticha creeping brown sedge
2. Marshy ground - not covered with water, having the following flora:
Mantha aguatica water mint
Filipendula ulmaria meadow sweaet
Eoguisetum fluviatile horsetai
Juncus inflexus : hard rush

Lycopus eurcpaeus ) Gipsy wort

16,
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3.

Carex paniculata

Juncus acutiflcrus

Sparganium erzctum

Potentilla erecta

Lythrum salicaria

Rorivpa 5p.

Dactvlorhiza fachsii

The area contains a large number

The floral cover of these is made up of

Hypericum perforatum

Prunella wvulga.is

Conooodium maijus

Plantago wvulgari

Succisa piaiensis

Hypericum sp.

Junzus effusus

Ulex europaeus

Ranunculus bulbosus

Veronica chamaedrys

Cirsium palustre

Bellis perennis

Cynosurus cristatus

Cirsium vulgare

Pteridium aguilinum

Mnium undulatum

Festuca rubra

Rhytidiadelphus sguarrosus

Hylocomium sp.

Thuidium sp.

Pseudoscleropodium purum

Trifolium revens

Brachythecium rutabulum

Polytrichum formosum

greater tusscck sedge

sharp flowered rush
branched bur-weed
common tormentil
purp.‘,.-e' locsestrife
vatercress

orchid

of eskers, none of great elevation.
the following species:

perforaie St John's wort

self-heal
pignuf
ribwort plantain

devil's bit scabious

soft rush
gorse
bulbous buitercup

germander speadwell

- chickweed

marsh thisile
daisy

crested dog's tail
spear t_histle

bracken

red fescue

clover

17,



Achillea millefolium

Sesleria caerulea

Torilis japonica

Primula veris

Senecio jacobea

Hypochoeris so.

4. Streams flow through the area.

Hvyvpericum tetrapterum

Veronica chamaadrys

Filipendula ulmaria

Lythrum salicaria

Crataegus monogvyna

Veronica beccabunga

Cerastium alomeratum

Apium inundatum

Lemna minor

Ranunculus haderacenus

Succisa pratensis

Plantago lanceolata

Festuca rubra

Juncus inflexus

Callitriche platvcarpa

Galium saxatile

Leontondon autumnalis

‘Rumex s

Agrostis stonolifera

Mnium undulatum

Carex sp.

yarrow

hedge parsley

ccowslip

ragwort

square stemimed St. John's wort

germander syeedwell
meadowswaet

purple loosestrife
hawthorn

brooklime

clustered mouse-ear
floating marsh wort
duckweed

ivy leaved crowfsot
devil's bit scabious

ribwort piantain

red fescue

hard rush

heath bedstraw

smooth hawkbit

18.
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The beogs to the west of the site have been cut and some show drainage
effects : lichen heath etc. - as for Lough Nahinch, Upper Bog (site 20).
Some of the larger bogs however retain water centrally and Sphagnum growth

occurs .

Between the bogs there are marginai areas of Phragmites and Typha sp.
swamp. Grassland also occurs and the following species are listed firom

the latter:

Agrostis_stolonifera creeping bent
Succisa pratensis devil's bit scabicus
Ranunculus repsns creeping buttercup

Climacium dendroides

Mniuym sp. (longirostrum ?)

Plantago lanceolata ribwort plantain
Holcus lanatus yorkshire fog

! Juncus effusus soft rush
Narthecium ossifragum " bog asphodel
Marhantia sn. ‘ liverwort
Senecio jacobea ragwort

Cardamine rratensis

Polysticus versicolor

Acrocladium sp.

Lophocolea bidentata

In addition to these spacies there are large areas of Phragmites and others

The eastern area contains several bird species including snipe, pheasant,

mallard and grey crow.

Evaluation
The area is imrortant as it contains several types of wetland. The eastern
side of the area is of botanical value as a site for Seslaeria. The area is an

important wintering nlace for wildfowl. Recent counts for the latter give:

19.



256 white front and ! greylag goose

200 swans

up to 3, 000 duck almost all wigeon (Cabot, D. 1971 Results of an

aerial survev of Irich wildfowl and their wetlands An Foras Forbartha,

internal publication). Casual ocbservations have verified that ali

three species of swans overwinter there,

Threats to the area

Drainage has already cccurred by marginal cutting of certain of the raised
bogs and trench-digging on some of the marshes. Some land suitable for
building occurs even in the most inaccesible parts of the sites and building
would alier the wild character of the region. Shooting is occurring at present

and could be undesirable if uncontrolled.

Recommendations

Because itne arca is a large one further study will be required to ensure its
conservation., Maintaining the wetland nature of the region will he a
prerequisite to this and iurther drainage should be stopped. It would be
most desirable to maintain some of the larger raised bogs intact, without
further turf cutting. Likewise siting of buildings within the A.S.I. should
be carefully consideraed and, as a general rule, buildings not sited too close
to the wetlands. In the future the develop ment of a policy of contrelled

shooting of the wildfowl populations would be most desirable,

As this is a border resource consultation with local authorities charing the site

should be undertaken and a joint policy developed.

20.
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Name of Area

)
[on]
no

Grid Reference

A)

Scientific Interast

AMERON ISLAND - LUSKA BAY :  Acrea
9,

O
(¢}
wr
(4]
e

Rating National Importance
Priority B

Description of Area

See Map 5

This section of the Lough Derg shore is damp ground with limestone outcrops.

The South shore of Cameron Island is said to have & gocd limestone flora

although this was nct visited.
the foilowing:

Verbascum thapsus

Rosa aqrestis

Hvpericum pulchrum

Mentha aquatica

Origanum vulgare

Agropvron reneris

Arrhenathrum elatius

Carlina vulagaris

Angelica svylvestris

Molinia caerulea

Schoenus nigricans

Succisa pratzsnsis

4- PP
Centatrea nigra

Vicia sepium

Eupatorium cannabinm

Epilobium hirsutum

E. obscurum

%10
Botanical, ornithologicel and ecclogical
|
|
|
|
\

Deschampsia caegpitosa

Plantago lanceolata

Dactylis glomerata

Galium verum

Hypericum tetrapterum

H. perforatum

Crisium arvense

—

The plant species on the mainland shore include

common mullein

narrow leaved sweet briar
beautiful St. John's wort
water mint

majoram

couch

oat grass

carline thistle

wild angelica

purple moor grass

black bog rush

devil's bit scabious
knapweed

bush vetch

hemp agrimony

great willow herb
thin-runner willow herb
bog hair grass

ribwort plantain
cocksfoot

ladies bedsiraw

square stalked St. John's wrort
perforate St. John's wort

creeping thistle
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GC. vulgare spear thistle
Dactvylorhiza fuchsii . orcnid

Rhinanthus minor vellow rattle
Juncus subnecdulosus blunt flowered rush
Cynosurus cristatus crestéd doy's tail

All of these plants cccur within a band of § - 20 m of the water's edge. Shrubs

which occur'as bushes of variable size include:

Betula pubascens birch

llex aguifolium holly |
Ulex eurovaeus gorse

Iuniperus comimunis juniper

Alnus glutinosa alder

Ligustrum vulgare privet

Corylus avellana ) hazel

The last is the most common spacies which occasionally occurs or the other

side of the shore-path as a well developed scrub.

The southern shore of Cameron igland is known to contair a similar flora with the

addition of:

Lathvrus palustris marsh pea, having four other post-1930 sites in Ireland.
Spiranthes spiralis lady's tresses (orchid), infrequent in southern Ireland.
Qrobariche hederae ivy brcomrape, infrequent in southern Ireland
Rhamnus catharticus buchthorn, infrequent in southern Ireland.
Hvdrocharis morsus-  frogbit, infrequent in southern Ireland.

ranae

Luska Bay itself is occupied by large areas of Phragmites (reeds).

Evaluation

The above area is of botanical interest as an example of limestone floral comraunit
The fact that several rarities grow there gives the site a National importance
rating. The Bay itself has large populations of dabbling and diving ducks. The
reedswamp is an important breeding site for various bird species. The following

is a list of species reported to b2 breeding in the hay and environs.



Great crested grebe

Little grebe
Mallard

Tufted duck

Red breastied merganser

Mute swan
Sparrow hawk
Pheasant
Moorhen
Coot

Wood pigeon
Swallow
House martin
Rook
jackdaw
Magpie
Crested tit
Blue tit
Treecreeper
Wren

Mistle thrush
Song thrush
Blackbird
Robin

Goldcrest

Spotted flycatcher

Dunnock
Starling
Sparrow

Grey wagtail

P

~
~J

n

sible and Frchable

Cormorant
Heron
Partridge
Water rail
Lapwing
Snipe
Curlew
Redshank
Coliared dove
Cuckoo
Swift

Skylark

. Hooded crow

Jay

Coal tit
Longtailed tit
Sedge warbler
Chiffchaff
Meadow pipit
Yellow wagtail
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Redpole
Bullfinch
Chaifinch
Yellowhammer
Reed bunting
Teal

Pochard

Cormcrake

Common sandpiper

Black headed qull

Comnmon tern

Barn owl.

ra

w
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Thieats to the Area
Dumping of rubbish is occurring along the mainland shore and ground has been

cleared, apparently for building.

Recommendations

Beth dumping of rubbish and building should be prevented to maintain the natural
peauty of the area and minimise disturbance of the wild bird populations. A ban
on shooting might alsc be considered in order to provide a refuge for wildfowl,
Certain other sports (e.g. water skiing and speedboating) should be curtailed

during the nesting seascon.
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Name of Arce ROSCREA SANDHILLS : Acreage 47
Grid Reference S. 153, 870

Scientific Interest Rotanical, ecolcgicai

Rating National Importance

Priority B

Descriotion of Arca See Map 6

The flora of the area, which is a number of sand hills, is similar to that
on the eskers at site 25. The following additional species also occur

here however:

Geranium sanguineum bloody cranesbill
Carex pseudocyprus cyperus sedge
Rhamnus catharticus buckthorn
Rhynchospora fusca brown beak sedge

The site is of importance as an area containing rare plants.

Threats to_the Area

Removal of the substratum for building purposes.

Recommendations

Some of the sand-hills should be preserved.

[3S]
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Name of Area

Grid Reference

Scientific Interest

Rating

Priority

Description of Area

Evaluation

Threats to the Area

Recominendations

The area should be

site zhould take into account its scientific value.

TEMPLEMORE_ : Acreage 4

S. 102, 721
Botanical
National Importance

A

See map 7

This site is a short strip of roadside verge.

A plant species occurring here is found only at this site in Ireland

Roadside dumping is occurring,

t clear of garbage and any further development of the
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Name of area TEMPLEMORE : Acreage 51

Grid Reference S. 109, 718

Scientific Interest Ecoleogical, ornithological and botanical
Rating Regional Importance

Priority B

Description of the Area See Map 8

The A.S.I. is a small lake and woodland which are used for recreational
purpcses. The trees which dominate the area are bzech with a lower
canopy of hazel and oak. There is some rhododendron. The herb layer is

composed of the feoilowing:

Plagiochila asplenioides moss -
Rubia peregrina ~madder
Phytidiadelphus triquetrus moss

Vaccinium myrtillus ’ bilberry
Drvopteris dilitata ’ iern

Theuidium sp. moss

Hedera helix - ivy

Juzula sylvatica woodrush
Geranium robertianum herb robert

Ajuga reptans bugle

Viola riviniana common violet
Eurhvnchium sp. . moss

Oxalis acetosella ' wood sorrel
Acrocladium sp. moss

Potentilla sterilis barren strawberry

A feature of the area is the drainage trenches which have been cut at
regular intervals throughout the woodland. The area was visited only once
and the permanancz of water in the trenches is not known. However the

profuse grcwth of ferns and mosses suggests that the area is generally wet.

The waterbody is shallow and contains much Phragmites.

L4
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Evaluation

The area is of interest as a wet weodland., It was visited in Spring:
presumably at other times of the year there is a prefuse floral growth.
The Rubia sp. is rare in central ireland. The bird life of the parkland
is of interest and Blackcaps and Garden Warblers are reported there.
Other woodland species include sparrow hawks and the lake contained
about 50 duck (mostly mallard) whern visited. The flora includes

Carex strisosa which is rare elsewhere.

Threats to the Area

Dumping of rubbish is occurring along the woodland boundaries. The
woodlands and lake are not in good condition: the latter is filling up
due to deposition of plant remains and the former contains some mature
trees which should be felled and replanted. Rhododendron also poses

a threat,

Recommendaticns

The area should be protected and dumping of rubbish prohibited. A

managaoment policy for the woods and lake would be desirable.

28.




Name of Area BIRCH SCRUB BY SLEVOIR BAY : Acreage 8§
Grid Reference M. 890, 012

Scientific Interest Botanical, ecological

Rating Regional Importance

Priority B

Description of the Area See Map 9

This site is occupied by Birch scrub and includes some open areas. The southern
end of the site is situated on a slope and the tree flora includes some Fagus,
Crataegus and Quercus. Nine out of every 10 trees are Betula. Large shrubs

present at this end of the site include Ulex europaeus, Ilex aguifolium and

Rubus agg. The ground layer in the dryer parts of the scuthern end of the site

contains the following species:

Hedera helix vy
Viola sp. violet
Fragaria vesca ‘ wild strawberry

In the wet areas of the upper site the {ollowing species were recorded:

Erica tetralix cross leaved heath
Calluna vulgaris ling

Succisa pratensis - devil's bit scabious
Plantago lanceolata ribwort plantain
Juncus articulatus jointed rush

Molina caerulea purplse moor grass
Briza media COmMMmMCoN quaking grass
Juncus conglomeratus common rush
Anthoxanthum oderatum scented vernal grass
Galium palusire marsh bedstraw
Prunella vulgaris self-heal

Potentilla erecta common tormentil
TJuncus effusus soft rush

Triglochin palustris marsh arrow grass (indicative of a

'good' marcsh)

29.
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At the northern end of the site - closer to the lake shore, an acid woodland flora

has developed and includes the Angiosperms:

Calluna vulgaris ling
Vaccinium myrtillus bilberry
Lonicera periclymenum honeysuckie
Hedera helix ivy

the Fern, Dryooteris dilata and the following Bryophytes:

Hvonum cupressiforme

Thuidium tamariscinum

Polytricum sp.
' Hyvlocomium splendens
The tree-cover does not persist at the northern end of the site and, where open

ground occurs, it is dominated by clumps of the species listed below:

Pteridium aguilinum bracken
Ulex europaeus gorse
Mbolinia caerulea purple moor grass

Cladium mariscus

Schoenus nigricans  black bog rush

Calluna vulgaris ling

Myvrica gale ' bog myrtle

Erica tetralix . cross leaved heath

Brachypodium svlvaticum wood false brome
Evaluation

The birch is the first coloniser of heath and an intermediate in the transition
from heath to oak. In Ireland, although birch is common in mixed and cak
forests and in small numbers on heaths, such an area of the species, as occurs

at this site, is rare.

Threats to the area

Clearance of the land for agricultural utilization, forestry purposes or building.

Recommendations

This site should be protected by use of a conservation order.

30.




Name of Area BELLEVUE HOUSE : Acreage 39 |
Grid Reference R. 855, 945

Scientific Interest Botanical, ecolcgical, crnithological l
Rating Regional Impecrtance

Priority C l

Descriotion of the area See Map 10
The deciduous tree area on the map is occupied by oak (Quercus sp. and hazel l

scruly (Corylus aveliana), the fcrmer as large trees, The oak

are overgrown by ‘
Polypodium vulgare polypody

and Hedera helix ivy

QOak regeneration is occurring

The herbs and shrubs of the ground layer include:

Oxalis acetosella wood sorrel
Viola sp. ' . violet
Hedera helix ivy

Primula vulgaris primrose

The remainder c¢f the site is divisible into several community types:

Foreshore:
Mz2antha aguatica watermint
Iunéus acutiflorus sharp-flowered rush
J. articulatus hard rush
Galium plausire marsh bedstraw
Potentilla anserina silverweed
Lythrum salicaria purple loosestrife
Carex disticha creeping brown sedge
Agrostis stolonifera creeping bent
Ranunculus repens creeping buttercup
R. flammula , | lesser spearwort

The lake-side area of the site is largely occupied by Phragmites reeds and
the remainder by open water. |

The remainder of the site could be described as wet grazing. Plants recorded I

31. I
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t here included :

Lysimachia nemorum

Senccio jacchea

Primula vulgaris

Hypericum pulchrum

Verbascum thapsus

Trifolium pratense

Cerastium vulgare

Hyuvericum tetrarcterum

Lolium perennre

Rumex sanguineus

Hypericum androsaemum

Fragaria vesca

Polytrichum formosum

following :

lapsana communis

Dactylis glomerata

Brachypodium svylvaticum

Hypericum perforatum

Prunella vulgaris

Scrophularia nodosa

Juncus effusus

Ranunculus renens

Agrostis stolonifera

Rosa agrestis

Cirsium vulgare

Arctium minus

Urtica dioica

Sonchus oleraceous

Carex lepidocarpa

Plantago major

2

yvellow pimpermel
ragwort

primrcse

beautiful St. John's wort

common mullein

red clover

mouse eared chickweed

square stemmed St. John's wort

Italian rye grass

red-veined dock

wild str'aWberry

The margins of the woodland and grazing areas were occupied by the

nipple-wort

cocksfoot

perforate St. John's Wort

self-heal

figwort

soft rush

creeping buttercup

creeping bent

narrow-leaved sweet briar

spear thistle
les sér burdock
nettle

common sowthistle

great plantain

w
(3]




Hvpericum androsaemum

Succisa pratensis devil's bit scabious
Filipendula ulmaria meadow sweet
Rumex sanquineus red-veined dock

On the foreshore are a number of small pools containing:

Menvanthes trifoliata bogbean

and populations of Corixids (Hemiptera).
The passerine bird pcpulations of the woods are relatively large and include

blackbirds, thrushes, wrens and tree creepers.

Evaluation
The area is unique in North Tipperary as a well established stand of natural
oak. The occurrence of a number of habitat types within a small area is also

nolteworthy. The area is likely to be a source of many invertebrate species,

Thrcats to the Area

Removal of the oak woods would deprive the site of its most important habitat,
Building on the foreshore would also interfere with the rough grazing. Dumping

of domestic rubbish is a possibility.

Recommendations

D'isruption of any of the habitats listed would be undesirable. Removal of the
oak woods either for replanting or clearance should te avoided and the trees
should be preserved by use of a tree preservation order. The foreshore should
be maintained as at present: any dumping of rubbish (of which there is at

present no evidence) should be prevented and building should not be allowed.



LOUGH OURNA : Acreage 69
R. 880, 855

Name of Area

Grid Reference

Scientific Interest Botanical, Ornitholegical and Ecological

Rating Regional Importance
Priority C

Description of the Area See Map 11

The area is of open water and Phragmites beds. At the time of observation

(5/1/72) the water was low and the lake bed was covered in dense growth of

Apium inundatum

Fontinalis antioyretica

and Rorippa sp., occasional

Among these plants, shells of the Mollusca

|
Pisidium amnicum

and Lymnaca stagrialis

were collected.,

The following plant species were also taken close to the wetland-margin:

Rumex conglomeratus

Schoenoplectus lacustris

Stellaria graminea

Stellaria media

Alisma plantago-aguatica

Cirsium palusire

Galium palusire

Polygola vulgaris’

Agrostis stolonifer

Myosotis caespitosa

Rumex maritimus

Aguilegia vulgaris

Hypericum tetrapterum

Dactylorhiza fuchsii

Carex echinata

Sieglingia decumbens

floating marsh wort

sharp dock

commonv bulrush

lesser stichweort
chickweed

water plantain

marsh thistle

marsh bedstraw

milkwort

creeping bent

lesser water forget-me-not
golden dock

columbine

square stemmed St. John's Wort
(orchid)
star sedge

heath grass
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The following bird species were recorded in the area:

Mallard
VVigeon.
Teal
Pheasant

Coot

Evaluatio

This site is noteworthy as one of the three vost-1930 stations for Rumex maritimus

in Ireland. It is also a permanent wetland and has been recorded as a building
site for the Great Crested Grebe. The area is important in winter having moder-
ately large populations cf migratory wildfowl. The area is also of signiiicance
as a breeding ground in summer. Species recorded breeding there include:

Little Grebe

Heron

Mallard

Mute Swan

Moorhen

Lapwing

Snipe and possibly

Redshank

Threats to the Area

Some dumping of rubbish is taking place. Drainage is another possibility.

Recommendations

The area should be maintained in its present condition and general plannin
I p

control exercised to this end.

w
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Name of Area NEWCHAPEL ¢ Acreage 15
Grid Reference R. 854, 925

Scientific Interest Rotanical, ecological

Rating Regional Importance

Priority C

Descriction of the Area See Map 12.

This small site is occuypied by two small poois at the southern end and a
permanent water body at the northen end. In the vicinity of the two pools the

following plants were collected:

Mentha aguatica water mint
Juncus acutiflorus sharp flowered rush
Potentilla anserina .silverweed

| Oenanthe aguatica ' fine leaved water dropwort
Siticcisa pratensis © devil's bit scabious

Acrocladium cuspidatum

Ranunculus repens creeping buttercup

Agrostis stolonifera creeping bent

Carex nigra common sedge |
Hydrocotyle vulgaris marsh pennywort |
Teucrium scordium water germander

|
The more permanent wetiand was occupied by: |
i
\

Equisetum fluviatile horse-tail
and TChragmites communis ccmmon reed
Growing in the vicinity of these were the following:
Mentha aquatica water mint
Fontinalis antipyretica
Anthoxanthum odoratum scented vernal grass
Apium inundatum floating marsh wort
Scirpus lacustri common bulrush
Juncus articulatus jointed rush
Ranunculus flammula . lesser spearwort
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Evaluation

The area is important as a site for Teucrium scordium. which occurs in the midlands

only. The fact that the water surface fluctuates considerably may indicate that

the water bedy is a turlough,

Threats to the area

Drainage of the wetland might occur. Likewise run-off from a septic tank could

alter the chemical constitution of the water and thus affect the flora.

Recommendations

Drainage should be prevented and general planning control exercised to prevent

eutrophication.

37.



Name of Area

Grid Reference

Scientific Interest

Raring
Priority

Descrintion of the Area

SLEVOIR RAY AND ENVIRONS : Acreage 931
M. 895, 025

Ornithological, Ecolcgical

Regicnal Importance

B

See Map 13

The greater part of this site consists of open water. In addition, there

are marginal Phragmnites (reed) beds with some Typha latifolia (reedmace).

The marginal iand which is included is of several types:

(@) Rocky outcrops having a flora similar to that on the

freeshore at Luska Bay

(b) There are patches of deciduous (beech and hazel) scrub

and woodland.

(c) Damp foreshore similar to that described at Site 10

(Bellevue House).

These areas are important roosting sites while the marginal woodlands

give cover for various passerine bird species.

Evaluation

Bird species iisted as breeding in the vicinity of Slevoir include the

following:

Pocsible and Probable

Great crested Grebe
Little Grebe
Mallard

Tufted Duck
Sparrow Hawk
Kestrel

Corncrake

Lapwing

Snipe

Heron

Pheasant
Water-rail
Moorhen

Coot

Black headed Gull
Woodpigeon
Swallow

Magpie

w
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Possible and Probable

Woodcock
Curlew
Sandpiper
Cuckoo
Swift
Kingfisher
Jay

Great Tit
Blue Tit
Coal Tit
Chiffchaff

Long tailed Tit
Trececreeper

" Goldcrest

Flycatcher
Greenfinch
Linnet

Bullfinch

Reed bunting

Wheatear

Starling

Confirmed

Wren

Mistle Thrush
Song Thrush
Blackbird
Robin

Pied Wagtail
Yellowhammer
House Sparrow
Grey Wagtail

Red breasted Msarganser

A visit to the area during the winter months enabled listing the following:

Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Mallard, Heron and Brent Goose in addition

to various passerines and land dwelling birds. Precise counts of winter

wildfowl have not yet been obtained.

Threats to the Area

|

|

Although undisturbed at the moment, there are @ number of potential threats. }
\

Removal of the marginal weodland and drainage of the wetland would affect

to some extent the existing migratory and/or breeding populations. Building
in the vicinity of the reed cover would be undesirable. Shooting is affecting

the present stocks of indigenous birds.

A potential threat is water-skiing |
|

and speed-boating during the Spring months.

39.




Recommendations

Within the A.S.I. develcpment should be nrevented and the existing woodlands
and wet lake margins left unaitered. It would be desirable to mairtain the bay
as a reserve for wildfowl and a restriction of shooting would contribute to this
end. A restriction on certain water sports during the spring months would also
be desirable. In addition to these restrictions, general planning control should

scrve to preserve the area,

W
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Name of Area KEEPER HILL

Grid Reference R. 820, 635

Scientific Interest Botanical

Rating Regional - possibly National
Priority - Requires further investigation

Descrivtion of Area

An area dominated by heath vegetation, at a comparatively high altitude.

Evaluation

Several species of unusual plants occur at the site

Threats to the Area

Forestry planting

Recommendations

A detailed assescment of the site should be carried out as soon as possible

and the present status of the plants evaluated.

Specific recommendations must await this.

41.




Name of Area

Gria Reference

Scientific Interest

Rating

Priority

Description of Area

LISMACRORY HOUSE TURLOUGH
R. 965, 997

Botanical, ecological

Regional Imiortance

C

See Map 14.

Acreage 120

The area is like the turlough part of site 18 (Wetlands north of Borrisokane)

in its flora.

Evaluation

This is a site for Tecrium scordium and possibly of geological interest

as a turlough.

Threats to the Area

None obvious

Recominendations

Development of this site should be in keeping with its scientific value.

1N
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ScoHABROY
Name of Area SAOMNOBOY¥ BOG : Acreage 385
Grid Reference R. 970, 910
Scientific Interest Fcolcgical, Botanical
Rating Regional Importance
Priority A
Descrivtion of Area See Map 15

The area of scientific interest is part of a large bog. It is 'young' with

much Sphagnum growth. The occurrence of the following plant gpecies

is also noteworthy.

Prunus padus bird cherry, is rare elsewhere
Lysimachia vulgaris vellow loosestrife

Thalictrum flavum meacow-rue, is rare

Drossra anglica sundew

-D. intermedium

Utricularia valgaris kladder wort, an occasicnal species

Evaluation

This was the wettest bog encountered in the course of the work and the best
example of a young bog. The above list contains some uncommon plant species
indicating an unusual association of species. A very rare plant species is also

recorded from the site.

Threats to the Area

Drainage of this or a nearby hog of less interest.

Recommendations

Preservation of the bog in its present condition would be desirable.
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Name of Area DERRYGARELN : Acreage 865
Grid Reference R. 768, 605 »

Scientific Interest Botanical, ecological

Rafting Regicnal Impertance

Pricrity R

Descrintion cf Area See Map 16

The site is occupied by a tvvical heath vegetation in which the plants

Calluna and Erica were important, and backed by a cliff. The vegetation

is dominated by Salix aureta scrub.

Evaluation

— .

>

rare pvlant species occurs at the site.

Threats to the Arsa

Drainage which would alter the existing area could have undesiravle <fiects
on the rare plant species. The most likely threat is forestry planting of the

site.

Recommendations

Every effort should be made to preserve the site in its present state.
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Name of Area NMCUNT RUTLER ¢ Acreage 6

Grid Raference S. 175, 897

Scientific Interest Botanical, site of a rare plant species

Rating Regional Importance
Priority Unknown - reqguires further investigation
Description of Area See map 17

The area is occupied by conifercus forest. It was not visited during the
present work and a future evaluation is required to assess the survival and

status of the species in question. -

Recommendations

A survey of the site should be undertaken in the near future.
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KILAVALLA

R. 95¢C, 717

Name of Area

Grid keference

Scientific Interest

wQCOD :

Fecological, Rotanical

Rating Local Importance
Prioritv B

Descrivtion of Area Sce Map 18

A small area of woodland situated on a hill-slope.

large trees are Beech.

The majority of the

3 1

There is an extensive shrub layer cof hazel scrub, oak and rhodedendron

{occasional).The herb layer consists of the fcllowing species:

etiferum

0

Polvstichum

Drvopteris felix-mas

Vercnica mentana

Ranunculus ficaria

Hedera helix

Vicia sepium

Conocevhalum sp.

Rumex obtusifolius

Phyllitis scolopendrium

Eurhvnchium striatum

Chrysosplenium onpositifolium

Peltigera horizonta

Brachypodium sp.

Geranium robertianam

Deschanipsia {lexuosa

Carex pendula

Salix fragilis

riverworth
broad-leaved dock
hart's tongue fern
moss

goiden saxifrage
lichen

moss

herb robert

wavy hair grass
pendulous sedge

crack willow

i
(o3}
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Eva:uation

4

The woodland is a gecod exampla of 3 semi-natural forest - scrubiand.

Threats o ths Area

Tree felling is taking place at oresent

Recommendations

The woodland should be maintained. Systematic felling and replanting

of the larger trees should be encouraged.
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Name of Area ESKER RIDGE

Grid Reference R. 890, 880 = .- T :
Scientific Interest tcological, Botanical

Rating Local Importance

foe]
A

PR N
Priority

Description of the Area See Map 19

A chain of low sand hills runs across the county from West to East., The

height of individual aills variass between 2 and 6 metres. The following

plant assemblage has been recorded:

Fragaria vesca wild strawberry
Senecio jacokea ragwort

Plantago lanceolata ribwort plantain |
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum ox~evye daisy
Cirsium palustre marsh thistle
Origanum vulgare majoram
Qrobanche minor lesser brownraps
Primula veris ) cowslip
Leontodon sp.

Glecoma hederacea : ground ivy
Prunella vulgaris selfheal

Rumex acetosa common sorrel
Centaurea nigra knapweed
Sonchus oleraceous " sow thistle
Ranunculus bulbosus bulbous buttercup
Trifolium pratense ' ciover

Hypericum perforatum perforate st. john's wort
Dactvlis glomerata . cock's~-foot
Blackstonia werfoliata yellow wort

48,
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Diagram showing the distribution of esker ridges in Co. Tipperary (N.R.)

from W. J. Scllas, Transacticns of the Rovyal Dublin Society, N.S. Vol. 3,
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Arrhenathrum clatius oat grass

Plantago major great rlantain

Agrostis sp.

Veronica agrestis field speedivell
Carlina vulgaris carline thigile
Bellis perennis ‘ daisy
Theuidium sp. moss

Galium spo.

Festuca ovina sheep's fescue
Pseudoscleropcdium sp. moss
Brachythecium sp. moss
Barbula sp. moss.
Weissia sp. ‘ moss

This species-grouping is typical of esker ridges.

-

Evaluation

N

ey ridge community.,

(&)
O
h
o3}
3
D
n

The habitat is of interest as a typical examgple

Threats to the Area

Removal of the sand hills to provide bhuilding materials.

Recommendations

Some of the sand hills should be left as exampies of the habitat-type.
An Foras would make more specific recommendations on the choice of the

best examples of the ccotype for preservation.
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Name of Area

Grid Reference

Scientific Interest

Rating

Friority

Description of the Area

LOUGH NAHINCH

R. 995, 936
Ecological, Botanical
Lceal Imwoortance

B

See Map 290.

o3
Q
o

Lough Nahinch is an open water body with marginal bulrushes forming
a sparse cover. The remainder of the site consists of raised bog whict

has been drained.

A long strip of raised bog runs from West to FEast — because this. resuits
from removal of turf in either side the drained area is dry and suppcris
a profuse lichen cover. Species identified there include:

Cladonia floerkiana

C. impexa

and C. meculenta

el

The moss Hvpnum compressiforme also occurs and the Angiosperms

are the heathers

Erica tetralix bell heather

and Calluna vulgaris ling

i3

In the surrounding lower bog there is a greater abundance and divarsity ¢
plant species. The following moss species occur:

Dicranium sceoparium

Campylopus sp.

Pszudoscleropodium purum

Sphagnum rubellum

S. cuspidatum

Mylia anomala




.

B0
\' Ir.c?bx','i:l_r_) 15

Inctling 4
et f;\v—‘/

7

LG~ -

V4 .
. Gl
\\FA HINCHE

& ing iy,



«©

The lichens present includ

Cladoria baciliaris_

C . floerkiana

T) =~ w5 3 . P
Ramaling fastigialg

areas with the addition of the following species:

Succisa vratensis devil's bit scabious
Padicularis sylvestris lousewort

Potentilla erecta common tormentil
Hvpericum nulchrum ‘ beautiful St. Jchn's Wort
Myrica gale bog myrtle

Carex nanicea carnation grass
Narthecium cossifragum bog asphodel

Scirpus caespitosa deer grass

Meoelinia caerulea purple moor grass
Carex lasidcarpa is very common and Rhamnus is profuse

Evaluation

The area is ecologically important by wvirtue of its being a wetland. Duck

are said to occur there in large numbers during the winter months and

Teucrium scordia grows at the site. Breeding birds includs Redshank,

Tufted duck, Mallard, Moorhen, Lapwing, Snipe and Water rail.

Threats to the Area

Dumping of rubbish is taking place on the site,

Reccmmendations

Dumping should be prevented and general planning control exercised to
maintain the scientific value of the area. As part of the area is in a
neighbouring county, consultation with that County Council and joint

action would be desirable.

w
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Namea of Area

Grid Reference

Scientific Interest

Rarting

Prioritv

Descrivtion of the Area

BOGS IN THE NORE VALLLY
S. 180, 875

3

cological

Lozal Interest

Sce Map 21

Raised bogs in the Nore Valley occur on either side of the River. On the

1

northern side other wetlands occur having marsh plant species and areas

of Phragmites.

The marsh regions contain the following plant species:

Potentilla palustris

march cinguefoil

Ranunculus flammula lesser spearwort

Galium vnalustre

Bellis perennis daisy
Pedicularis palustris lousewort
Dactylorhiza fuchsii rchid

Succisa pratensis

Agrostis sp.

Juncus articulatus

devil's bit scabicus

jointed rush

Acrocladium sp.

Juncus effusus

Triglochin nalustris

soit rush

marsh arrow-grass

The tress Prunug sp.and Rhamnus sp. also occur in addition to

Betula nubscens.

On the southern side of the river the bog has heen drained and heather

(Erica and Calluna) is profuse. On some bare patches this vegetation is

replaced oy :

Gelium saxatile

Rumex acetosella

Folytrichum sp.

heath bedstraw
sheep's sorrel

noss
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Evalvation
1he area contains good axamples of raised bog and marsh. Ecologically, it

is of irnterest for its floral composition and as an invertebrate ha

Recommendations

Ideally, iurther drainage of this arsa should ceas=a. A more detailed
assessmant of the area may enable @ smaller arza than that shown in

Map 28 to be demarcatied for preservation.
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Name of Area

Grid Referernce

Scientific Interest

Rating

Priorityv

DEEP GORGE ON TISiE NENAGH RIVER
R. 91C, 670

Ecological, botanical

Lecal Importance

~
L")

Descrigtion of th= Area See Map 22

Acreac

This site is a steep gorge on either side of the headwaters of the Nenagh

River. The upper end of the site is colonised by:

Juncus spp.

Agrostis stolonifera

common bent

On the steep slopes of the yalley the following species occur:

Vaccinium myrtillis bilberry

Salix aureta

eared willow

Pferidium aouilinum bracken

Teucriumm scorcdonia Wwoo0od sage

Hvvericuim nulchrum

beautiful St. John's wort.

Lonicera periclvmenum

honey suckle

Frageria vesca

wild strawberry

Rubus fruticosus agg. bramble
Calluna vulgaris ling
Rhytidiadelovhus sp. moss

Crataegus monogvna

common hawthorn

Lathyrus meoatanus

Agrostis stolonifera

Pleuroza schreberi

Anthoxantnum odoratum

Galium caxatiie

bitter vetch
common bent

mocss

sweet vernal grass

heath bedstraw.

54‘
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The margirs of streams which flow down the slope are colonised by the

additional species:

Polypodium sp. moss

Vicia sepium push vetch

Veronica chamadrvs germander sgeedwell

Stellaria holostes greater stichwort
Evaluation

The area is of interest because there is wide change of altitude over a
short distance. In the predominantly flat terrain of North Tipperary this

is unusual.

Threats to the Area

None obvious.

Recommendations

Future develovment of this site should be in keeping with its scientific v




Name of Area MONAINGHA BOG AND SURROUNDINGS

Acreage 3,230

Grid Reference S. 180, 380
Scientific Interest Ecological
Rating Locai Interest

Descrintion of the Area See Map 23

This area consists of hogland, some of which is sufficiently large
to be unaltered by cutting. Monaingha raised bog is wet centrally
and supports a pcor growth of lic}{ens. This is a relatively

undisturbed raised bog and may for this reason be:preservable.

The surrounding area is of cut bog and the hummeocks above the channels

support plant species which are typical cf marsh wet pasture:
Centaurea nigra lznapweed
Pseudoscleropedium purem meces
Polvirichum commune mecss
Cvynosurus cristatus crested dog's tail
Molira caerulea ' purple moor grass
Vicia sepium bush vetch
Dactylis glomerata cocks-foot
Filiperdula ulmaria meadowsweet
Succisa pratensis . devil's bit scabious
Juncus effusus : =oft rush

) - X e
£Qrostis sp.

Eoilobium angustifolium rose bay

Birch trees are common in the areas surrounding the raised bog. Some

Phragmites occurs in small numbers.

Evaluation
The area is of importance as containing a good example of a raised bog.

The surrounding marginal wetland is likely to be an interesting invertcbrate

habitat.
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Threats to the Area

Further cutting would endanger the remaining intact bog. Dumping of

rubbish.

Reccmmendaticns

Preservation of at least part of this area in its present condition would

be desirable.
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Name of Area TOBERVAHLEE : Acreage 22
Grid Reference M. 883, 012

Scientific Interest Botanical, Ecological

Rating _ Local Importance

Description of Area See Map 24

The area is of Corvllus aveallana scrub. The individual (hazel) bushes

appear to be natural rather than coppiced and the ground layer vegetation

is composed of the following species:

Festuca gigantea giant fescue

Carex svivatica woed sedge

Helictotrichon nubescens hairy oat grass

Geum urbanum ' wood aven
Evaluation

Hazel is a common itree species on soils that are not too dry or too acid.
The species is a forerunner of various types of woodland in which it later
forms a shrup laver. Hazel is frequent along the shores of Lough Derg
although isolated stands of the extent of this are uncommon. In the
absence of field data the stand is assumed to be of value as a habitat

for invertebrates associated with hazel.

Threats to the Area

Clearance of the scrub in connection with agriculture or forestry replantin

d

[

Recommendation

The area should ke preserved by use of a conservation order or a tree

preservation order.
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Name cof Area

Grid Reference

e
|

Scientific Intcrest

Rating

Prioritv

Description of Area

CLAREE LOUG

See Map' 25

H and associated wetlands :

Acreage 1, 650

Map Z3a refers specifically te Claree Lough which is typical of other

wetlands in the areas.

Around the open watar body- marshlands are extensive and the following

plant stecies occur there:

ILychnis flos-cuculi

Mzantha aquatica

Acrocladium sp.

Painassia palustris

Juncus subnodulosus

Angelica sylvestris

Schoenus nigricans

Filipendula ulmaria

Epilobium obscurum

Cirsium palustre

Cladium mariscus

Pedicularis palustris

Carex panicuiata

Scorpidium scorpicides

Campvlium stellatum

Bruetelia sp.

Carex lepidocarpa

Phleum pratense

Succisa pratensis

Hypercium tetrapterum

Molinia caeruiea

Senecic jacochea

ragged robin

water mint

moss

grass of parnassus
blunt-flowered rush
wild angelica

black bog rush
meadowsweet

thin runner willow herb
marsh thistle

fen sedge

red raitle

greater tussock sedge
moess

moss

moss

timothy grass

devil's~bit scabious

square stemmed st. john's wcrt
purple moor grass

ragwort
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Rumex cbtusifolius broad-leaved dock
Lythrum salicaria purvle loosestrife
Dactvlorhiza fuchsii corchid

Additional suvecies listed from the drier parts of the marsh included:
Dactvliz alomerata ceck's foot
Rhamnus catharticus buckthorn
Agrostis tenuis common bent
Carex disticha creeping brown sedge
Centaurga nigra knapweed
Prunella vulgaris self-heal
Festuca arundinacea tall fescue
Ulex eurooanaus gorse

In addition there are large areas of Phragmites communis.

Plants occurring in the water inciuded Potamogeton spp. and Nymphar sp.

The above plant assemblage is typical of calcareous marshland in Ireland.

Evaluation
The wetlands making up the two areas are of ecolcgical interest by virtue of
their flora and their potential as invertebrate habitats. They are also valuakle

feeding areas for overwintering wildfowl.

Threats to the Area

Drainage is the chief danger. Casual rubbish dumping is alsc occurring

in piaces

Recommendations

The areas should be maintained as at present and some conservation might

also be given to managing the sites for shooting purposes.

60.




Name of Area CLARE GLENS : Acreage 34
Grid Reference R. 741, 591

Scientific Interest Ecological and Geological

Rating Local Importance

Priority B

Description of Area' See Map 26

The area is a mixed deciduous and coniferous forest, the tree species

include:
Quercus spp. oak
Fagus svlvatica beech
Crataegus monecgyna hawthorn
Salix sp. willow
Sorbus aucuparia rowan
Fraxinus excelsior ash

The coniferous species include

Abies, Picea and Pinus spo.

The shrub layer is composed of

Hedera helix ivy

Ilex aguifolium holly

Rhodedendron ponticum rhododendron
and Corylus avellana hazel

The herb layer is dominated by Lonicera vericlymena, Oxalis acetocella and

Hedera helix.

The most common ferns are;
Polypodium vulgare epiphytic

and Blechnum spicant hard fern

Polytrichum spp. (mosses) are common as is the Liverwort Marchantia polymorpha

close to the river's edge.

Geologically, the area is of interest for the stratigraphy of the Old Red

Sandstone. A feature of interest is the occurrence of fossil ripple marks

61.
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at point 7 on the Nature Trail. (Incidentally, these are being worn away by
pressure of people passing back and forth. It would be desirable to add a

sign saying "No step here" which would afford protection).

Publication

"The Clare Glens'" published by the Shannonside Tcurist Organisation.

Evaluation
The Glens are of general ecological value but their chief worth lies in the fact

that they are a picturesque setting in which the fauna and flora may be observed.

Threats to the Area

Fire would destroy the vegetation. The area requires management, periodic
planting, thinning etc. to obviate the necessity of eventual clear-felling

and re-planting. The spread of Rhododendron could prove a threat.

Recommendations

Precautions against the above dangers should be taken. For instance, the

provision of fire beaters near the road would be useful.

In view of the fact that the area is used for recreation a more detailed survey

should be undertaken and a management procedure developed and implemented.

Finally, the guide book and nature trail signs should be re-written with spelling

mistakes rectified. An Foras Forbartha would give advice here.
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Name of Area WETIANDS NORTH OF BORRISOKANE ~  : Acreage 93 I
Grid Reference R.909, 983

Scientiiic Interest Ornithological, ecological and botanical l
Ratirg Local Importance

Priority B

Description of the Area See Map 27

The wetlands form a contrast on either side of the North-South road through

Borrisokane. The westerly area is composed of extensive Phragmites beds.

In and bordering the water were the following plant species:

Mentha aguatica water mint

Apium sp.

Juncus articulatus ] articulated rush
[. inflexus hard rush

Rorippa sp. water cress
Lythrum salicaria purple loosestriie

Ranunculus sp.

Myosotis caespitosa lesser water forget-me~not
Mvyosotis scorpoiodes water forget-me-not
Trifolium repens clover

Galium palustire marsh bedstraw

Potentilla anserina silverweed

Cardamine pratensis lady's smock

Agrostis stolonifera comrmon bent

Acrocladium so. . moss

The eastern side of the site is occupied by a turlough -like water body. There

is no emcrgent vegetation., The water surface was covered with Litorella

lacustris which had broken free from the lake floor. The emergent rocks were

covered with a crust formed by blue-green algae. The snail Lymnaea stagmalil

occurred in large numbers.

Both wetlands together support a large wildfowl population. Species seen l

2. |

Evaluation

there in winter included: Snipe, Heron, Duck (C 90), Mute swans (2),
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Whooper Swans (25), Moorhen, Kestrel and Lapwing (c. 300). The fact that
one may be a turlough (see introduction) and the cther a marsh is an interest-
ing contrast of educational value. The eastern side of the area is a site for

Teucrium scordium.

Threats to the Area

Drainage.

Recommendations

Efforts should be made to preserve this site as it is at present,
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SECTION F

Maps showing the distribution in the British Isles of certain plant species

occurring in County Tipperary (N.R.). The maps show the significance of
J Py 4

North Tipperary as a region of botanical interest.

The maps are taken from "Atlas of the British Flora", prepared by the

Botanical Society of the British Isles.

Each symbol on the map records the presence of this species in a 10-kilometre

square of the Ordnance Survey National Gird, which was extended to cover

Ireland for the purpose of this survey.
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