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IMPORTANT: This supplement, published in 2026, includes details relating to the EU habitat 1230 

Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic Coasts which was added as a Qualifying Interest 

for the site after the Site-Specific Conservation Objectives (Version 1) were published. This 

document should be read in conjunction with the Version 2 Site-Specific Conservation Objectives 

(NPWS, 2026), and with the Conservation objectives supporting document - Coastal habitats 

Version 1 (NPWS, 2012). Any references to this habitat in previously published Site-specific 

Conservation Objectives (SSCO), or SSCO supporting documents, including the mapping, are to be 

considered superseded by these updates. 

 



 
 

Contents 
1. Introduction ................................................................................................................................. 1 

2. Coastal habitats .......................................................................................................................... 1 

2.1 1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic Coasts .................................................... 1 

2.1.1 Site description of habitat ................................................................................................ 1 

2.1.2 Overall objective.............................................................................................................. 1 

2.1.3 Area (extent) ................................................................................................................... 1 

2.1.4 Range ............................................................................................................................. 1 

2.1.5 Structure and Functions .................................................................................................. 2 

3. References ................................................................................................................................. 3 

Appendix 1 – Distribution map of Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts in Killala 

Bay/Moy Estuary SAC (000458) ..................................................................................................... 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citation: NPWS (2026) Killala Bay/Moy Estuary SAC (site code 000458) Conservation 

objectives supporting document - coastal habitats V1 - supplement 1. Conservation 

Objectives Supporting Document Series. National Parks and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Dublin, Ireland.



1 

 

1. Introduction 

1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic Coasts were added as a Qualifying Interest to 

Killala Bay/Moy Estuary SAC (site code: 000458) after the Site-Specific Conservation Objectives 

(Version 1) were published. This document sets out the SSCO(s) for the newly listed Qualifying 

Interest(s) for the site and acts as a supplement to the original SSCO Supporting Document. 

2. Coastal habitats 

2.1 1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic Coasts 

2.1.1 Site description of habitat 

The site is characterised by non-indented sea cliffs with a base comprised of gravel and boulders. 

The underlying bedrock consists of sandstone, mudstone, and evaporite deposits, while the parent 

material is predominantly limestone till. Soils across the site are generally deep, well-drained, and 

mainly calcareous in nature. Together, these physical conditions support a diverse range of coastal 

habitats, including cliff vegetation, salt marshes, mudflats, and estuarine ecosystems that provide 

important feeding and nesting grounds for protected bird and marine species. 

2.1.2 Overall objective  

The overall objective for ‘Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic Coasts’ in Killala Bay/Moy 

Estuary SAC (site code: 000458) is to ‘maintain the Favourable conservation condition’. 

This objective is based on an assessment of the recorded condition of the habitat(s) under a range 

of attributes and targets. The assessment is divided into three main headings: (a) Area (b) Range 

and (c) Structure and Functions. This conservation objective applies to the total extent of this habitat 

within the SAC, including but not limited to the mapped areas of this habitat. 

2.1.3 Area (extent) 

Habitat length 

Coastal habitats are generally dynamic and increase and decrease in area due to natural processes. 

These natural changes are not taken into account in conservation status assessments. Changes 

associated with human activities including destruction and restoration do contribute to the 

assessment of conservation status.  

As cliffs are linear features on maps, their extent is measured in kilometres rather than hectares, as 

for other habitats.  

The total area (length) of cliff habitat that has been mapped within the SAC boundary is 5.61km 

The cliff area is stable.  

Target: Area (length) stable or increasing, subject to natural processes, including erosion. 

2.1.4 Range 

Habitat Distribution 

The cliffs at Killala Bay start south of Rusheens at Gortabradaun point, extending north to Moyne.  

Target: No decline, subject to natural processes. 
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2.1.5 Structure and Functions 

Structure and Functions for Vegetated sea cliffs are assessed on the basis of: 

Physical structure: functionality and hydrological regime 

Target: No alteration to natural functioning of geomorphological and hydrological processes, 

including groundwater quality, due to artificial structures. 

For this target to be met, the natural geomorphological processes should be functioning without 

impediment, including erosion and slumping. Hydrological regime and groundwater quality should 

be unimpaired and natural hydrological features should be intact, including seepages, springs and 

flushes.   

Vegetation structure: zonation 

Target: Unimpaired natural range of sea cliff habitat zonations including transitional zones, subject 

to natural processes, including erosion and succession. 

The range of sea cliff zonations for the site should be intact, subject to natural processes, including 

erosion and succession. Transitions to other habitats at the cliff-top and cliff-base should also be 

intact. 

Vegetation structure: vegetation height 

Target: Naturally occurring structural variation within sward. 

Vegetation height should be varied to support a wide range of biodiversity, and grazing can be part 

of the management used to achieve this. 

Vegetation composition: typical species and sub-communities 

Target: Unimpaired natural range of sub-communities with typical species listed in the Irish Sea 

Cliff Survey (Barron et al., 2011).  

Typical flora of vegetated sea cliffs should be present, as are the range of sub-communities within 

the different zones.  

Vegetation composition: negative indicator species  

Target: Negative indicator species (including non-natives) represent less than 5% cover. 

Vegetation composition: bracken and woody species 

Target: Cover of bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) on grassland and/or heath less than 10%. Cover of 

woody species on grassland and or heath less than 20%  

 

The survey for the cliffs Structure and Functions included shrubs and cliff top grassland. The cliff 

base consisted of gravel and boulders. Roads, paths and railroads, medium intensity erosion and 

flooding, were recorded as pressures (Barron et al., 2011). The habitat was found to be in good 

condition.  

 

  



3 

 

3. References 

Barron, S., Delaney, A., Perrin, P., Martin, J. and O’Neill, F. (2011) National survey and assessment 

of the conservation status of Irish sea cliffs. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 53. National Parks and 

Wildlife Service, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dublin, 

Ireland. 

Brophy, J.T., Perrin, P.M., Penk, M.R., Devaney, F.M. and Leyden, K.J. (2019) Saltmarsh Monitoring 

Project 2017-2018. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 108. National Parks and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Ireland. 

Browne, A. (2005) National inventory of sea cliffs and coastal heaths. Unpublished report to the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service, Dublin. 

Delaney, A., Devaney, F.M., Martin, J.R. and Barron, S.J. (2013) Monitoring survey of Annex I sand 

dune habitats in Ireland. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 75. National Parks and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Dublin, Ireland. 

European Commission (2013) Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats – EUR 28. DG 

Environment - Nature and Biodiversity, Brussels.  

Fossitt, J.A. (2000) A guide to habitats in Ireland. The Heritage Council, Kilkenny. 

JNCC (2004) Common standards and monitoring guidance for maritime cliff and slope habitats. 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough, UK. 

Martin, J.R., Daly, O.H. and Devaney F.M. (2017) Survey and assessment of vegetated shingle and 

associated habitats at 30 coastal sites. Volume 1: Main report. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 98. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 

Affairs, Dublin. 

McCorry, M. and Ryle, T. (2009) Saltmarsh Monitoring Project 2007-2008. Unpublished report to the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service, Dublin. 

Moore, D. and Wilson, F. (1999) National Shingle Beach Survey of Ireland 1999. Unpublished report 

to NPWS, Dublin. 

NPWS (2013) The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. Habitat Assessments 

Volume 2. Version 1.0. Unpublished Report, National Parks and Wildlife Services.  Department 

of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Dublin, Ireland. 

NPWS (2012) Killala Bay/Moy Estuary SAC (site code 000458) Conservation objectives supporting 

document – Coastal habitats V1. Conservation Objectives Supporting Document Series. National 

Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Dublin, 

Ireland. 

Perrin, P.M., Waldren, S., Penk, M.R. and O’Neill, F.H. (2017) Saltmarsh Function and Human 

Impacts in Relation to Ecological Status (SAMFHIRES). EPA Research Report, Wexford, Ireland. 

Ryle, T., Murray, A., Connolly, K. and Swann, M. (2009) Coastal Monitoring Project 2004-2006. 

Unpublished report to the National Parks and Wildlife Service, Dublin. 

Wyse Jackson, M., FitzPatrick, Ú., Cole, E., Jebb, M., McFerran, D., Sheehy Skeffington, M. and 

Wright, M. (2016) Ireland Red List No. 10: Vascular Plants. National Parks and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, Dublin, Ireland.

 



4 

 

Appendix 1 – Distribution map of Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts in Killala Bay/Moy Estuary 

SAC (000458) 

 


