
  

SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  RIVER NORE SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004233 
 
 
The River Nore SPA is a long, linear site that includes the following river sections: the 
River Nore from the bridge at Townparks, (north-west of Borris in Ossory) to 
Coolnamuck (approximately 3 km south of Inistioge) in Co. Kilkenny; the Delour River 
from its junction with the River Nore to Derrynaseera bridge (west of Castletown) in Co. 
Laois; the Erkina River from its junction with the River Nore at Durrow Mills to Boston 
Bridge in Co. Laois; a 1.5 km stretch of the River Goul upstream of its junction with the 
Erkina River; the Kings River from its junction with the River Nore to a bridge at Mill 
Island, Co. Kilkenny.  The site includes the river channel and marginal vegetation. 
 
For a large part of its course the River Nore traverses Carboniferous limestone plains; it 
passes over a narrow band of Old Red Sandstone rocks below Thomastown. 
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Kingfisher. 
 
A survey in 2010 recorded 22 pairs of Kingfisher (based on 16 probable and 6 possible 
territories) within the SPA.  Other species which occur within the site include Mute Swan 
(35), Mallard (267), Cormorant (14), Grey Heron (45), Moorhen (14), Snipe (17) and 
Sand Martin (1,029) – all figures are peak counts recorded during the 2010 survey. 
 
The River Nore SPA is of high ornithological importance as it supports a nationally 
important population of Kingfisher, a species that is listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds 
Directive. 
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