
SITE SYNOPSIS 
  
 
SITE NAME:  COURTMACSHERRY BAY SPA     
 
SITE CODE:  004219 
  
 
Courtmacsherry Bay SPA is located approximately 12 km south of Bandon and 
immediately east of the village of Timoleague in west Co. Cork.  The site, which is 
largely estuarine in nature, consists of the drowned valley of the Argideen River 
which is now filled with sediments, resulting in extensive mudflats and areas of 
saltmarsh.  The estuary of the Kilbrittain River in the north-east of the site holds an 
area of well-developed saltmarsh.  The seaward boundary for the site stretches from 
Coolmain Point to Barry Point, and includes Coolmain Bay and Broadstrand Bay. 
 
Most of the mudflats are unvegetated, although in places Cord-grass (Spartina 
anglica) occurs.  Saltmarsh has developed in a number of areas, the abundant species 
mostly being Sea Club-rush (Scirpus maritimus), Common Scurvygrass (Cochlearia 
officinalis), Sea Arrowgrass (Triglochin maritima), Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima), 
Thrift (Armeria maritima) and Saltmarsh Rush (Juncus gerardi). 
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Great Northern Diver, Shelduck, 
Wigeon, Red-breasted Merganser, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Dunlin, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Black-headed Gull and Common Gull.  The E.U. 
Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands, and as these form part of this 
SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for 
Wetland & Waterbirds. 
 
The site is of ornithological importance for the wintering waders and wildfowl that 
feed on the mudflats.  It supports internationally important numbers of Black-tailed 
Godwit (506 - figures given here and below are mean peaks for the five winters in the 
period 1995/96 to 1999/00), as well as nationally important numbers of a further 
eleven species, i.e. Great Northern Diver (27), Shelduck (175), Wigeon (934), Red-
breasted Merganser (63), Golden Plover (5,759), Lapwing (2,713), Dunlin (1,353), 
Bar-tailed Godwit (182), Curlew (1,357), Black-headed Gull (2,727) and Common 
Gull (2,226).  Other species which occur include Oystercatcher (610), Redshank (227) 
and Greenshank (26). 
 
Courtmacsherry Bay SPA is an important site for wintering birds.  It holds 
internationally important numbers of Black-tailed Godwit and nationally important 
numbers of a further eleven species, including three that are listed on Annex I of the 
E.U. Birds Directive, i.e. Great Northern Diver, Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit. 
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