SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: TRALEE BAY COMPLEX SPA

SITE CODE: 004188

The Tralee Bay Complex SPA is located along the coast of north Co. Kerry between
Ballyheige in the north, Tralee in the east and Stradbally in the west. The site
includes the inner part of Tralee Bay, including Derrymore Island, the inlets of
Barrow Harbour and Carrahane Strand, Akeragh Lough, Lough Gill, and much of the
intertidal habitat from Scraggane Point at the northern end of the Magharees
Peninsula around the coast to ¢. 2 km south of Ballyheige. Inner Tralee Bay is well
sheltered by the Derrymore Island peninsula. The intertidal sediments vary from
muddy sands on the upper shore to firm rippled sands on the lower, more exposed
shore. The sediments have a diverse macro-invertebrate fauna, with such species as
Cockle (Cerastoderma edule), Lugworm (Arenicola marina), Ragworm (Hediste
diversicolor), Baltic Tellin (Macorna balthica) and Shrimp (Crangon crangon)
occurring. The intertidal flats have extensive beds of Eelgrass (Zostera spp.).

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special
conservation interest for the following species: Whooper Swan, Light-bellied Brent
Goose, Shelduck, Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Scaup, Oystercatcher, Ringed
Plover, Golden Plover, Grey Plover, Lapwing, Sanderling, Dunlin, Black-tailed
Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Redshank, Turnstone, Black-headed Gull and
Common Gull. It is also of special conservation interest for holding an assemblage of
over 20,000 wintering waterbirds. The E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention
to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds
are of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds.

Tralee Bay Complex SPA is an internationally important wetland for wintering
waders and wildfowl. It supports an internationally important population of Light-
bellied Brent Goose (1,412) and nationally important populations of a further 21
species, i.e. Whooper Swan (101), Shelduck (220), Wigeon (1,634), Teal (623),
Mallard (571), Pintail (54), Scaup (892), Oystercatcher (1,011), Ringed Plover (344),
Golden Plover (6,393), Grey Plover (195), Lapwing (6,106), Sanderling (228), Dunlin
(2,444), Black-tailed Godwit (139), Bar-tailed Godwit (608), Curlew (1,170),
Redshank (635), Turnstone (229), Black-headed Gull (1,320) and Common Gull
(599) — all figures are five year mean peak counts for the period 1995/96 to
1999/2000, except the gulls which are four year mean peak counts for the period
1996/97 to 1999/2000.

Tralee Bay Complex SPA is of high ornithological importance as it annually supports
over 20,000 wintering waterbirds, including an international important population of
Light-bellied Brent Goose and nationally important populations of 21 other species.

It is of note that three of the species that regularly occur, Whooper Swan, Golden
Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit, are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive.
Tralee Bay is a Ramsar Convention site and parts of the Tralee Bay Complex SPA are
designated as Nature Reserves. Lough Gill is a Wildfowl Sanctuary.
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