
SITE SYNOPSIS 
  
 
SITE NAME:  HOWTH HEAD COAST SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004113 
  
 
Howth Head is a rocky headland situated on the northern side of Dublin Bay.  The 
peninsula is composed of Cambrian rock of the Bray Group, the most conspicuous 
component being quartzite.  The site comprises the sea cliffs extending from just east 
of the Nose of Howth to the tip of the Bailey Lighthouse peninsula.  The marine area 
to a distance of 500 m from the cliff base is included within the site.  
 
The cliffs vary from between about 60 m and 90 m in height, and in places comprise 
fairly sheer, exposed rock face. Here plants such as Rock Sea-spurrey (Spergularia 
rupicola), Navelwort (Umbilicus rupestris), Rock Samphire (Crithmum maritimum), 
English Stonecrop (Sedum anglicum) and Biting Stonecrop (Sedum acre) are found, 
along with a good diversity of lichen species. 
  
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for Kittiwake. 
 
A range of seabird species breed within the Howth Head SPA, including a nationally 
important population of Kittiwake.  A census in 1999 recorded the following species: 
Fulmar (33 pairs), Shag (12 pairs), Herring Gull (17 pairs), Great Black-backed Gull 
(5 pairs), Kittiwake (2,269 pairs), Guillemot (663 pairs) and Razorbill (279 pairs).  In 
addition, 39 individual Black Guillemot were counted within the site in May 1998. 
 
The cliffs also support a breeding pair of Peregrine Falcon.  The seabird colony at 
Howth Head has been monitored at intervals since the Operation Seafarer project in 
1969/70. 
 
Howth Head Coast SPA is of high ornithological importance as it supports a 
nationally important population of Kittiwake.  It is also a traditional nesting site for 
Peregrine Falcon, a species that is listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive.  The 
site is easily accessible and has important amenity and educational value due to its 
proximity to Dublin City. 
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