SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: RAHASANE TURLOUGH SPA

SITE CODE: 004089

Rahasane Turlough lies in gently undulating land, approximately 2 km west of
Craughwell, Co. Galway. It consists of two basins which are connected at times of
flood but separated as the waters recede. The larger of these, the northern basin, takes
the Dunkellin River westwards. Rahasane was formerly the natural sink of the
Dunkellin River, but now an artificial channel takes some of the water further
downstream. Water escapes the artificial channel to sweep around the northern basin,
and again in the west, where it flows into an active swallowhole system. Some minor
collapses are found elsewhere in the turlough, as well as a small number of more
permanent pools. The substrate consists largely of silty clay.

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special
conservation importance for the following species: Whooper Swan, Greenland White-
fronted Goose, Wigeon, Golden Plover and Black-tailed Godwit. The E.U. Birds
Directive pays particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the
site and its associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland &
Waterbirds.

Rahasane is a traditional site for Greenland White-fronted Goose, and supports a
population of national importance (157 individuals - five year mean peak for the
period 1994/95 to 1998/99). It is of international importance for Black-tailed Godwit
(437 - all figures are five year mean peaks for the period 1995/96 to 1999/2000). It
also has nationally important populations of Whooper Swan (165), Wigeon (3,430),
and Golden Plover (6,613). The site has the largest inland population of Dunlin (864)
in the country and also supports Mute Swan (57), Teal (307), Mallard (142), Pintail
(19), Shoveler (28), Tufted Duck (32), Grey Heron (31), Lapwing (2,220), Curlew
(197), Redshank (134) and Black-headed Gull (280). Little Egret, a species which
has recently colonised Ireland, also occurs at this site.

Rahasane Turlough SPA is of high ornithological importance; it supports nationally
important populations of four species and an internationally important population of
one. The Wigeon and Golden Plover populations are of particular note as they each
represent approximately 4% of the All-Ireland totals of these species. The regular
occurrence of Greenland White-fronted Goose, Whooper Swan and Golden Plover is
of note as these species are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive.
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