
SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  LOUGH REE SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004064 
 
 
Situated on the River Shannon between Lanesborough and Athlone, Lough Ree is the 
third largest lake in the Republic of Ireland.  It lies in an ice-deepened depression in 
Carboniferous Limestone.  Some of its features (including the islands) are based on 
glacial drift.  The main inflowing rivers are the Shannon, Inny and Hind, and the main 
outflowing river is the Shannon.  The greater part of Lough Ree is less than 10 m in 
depth, but there are six deep troughs running from north to south, reaching a 
maximum depth of about 36 m just west of Inchmore.  The lake has a very long, 
indented shoreline and hence has many sheltered bays.  It also has a good scattering 
of islands, most of which are included in the site. 
 
Beds of Common Reed (Phragmites australis) are an extensive habitat in a number of 
the more sheltered places around the lake; monodominant stands of Common Club-
rush (Scirpus lacustris), Slender Sedge (Carex lasiocarpa) and Saw Sedge (Cladium 
mariscus) also occur as swamps in suitable places.  Some of these grade into species-
rich calcareous fen or freshwater marsh.  Lowland wet grassland, some of which 
floods in winter, occurs frequently around the shore. 
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Teal, 
Mallard, Shoveler, Tufted Duck, Common Scoter, Goldeneye, Little Grebe, Coot, 
Golden Plover, Lapwing and Common Tern.  The E.U. Birds Directive pays 
particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its 
associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds. 
 
Lough Ree is one of the most important Midland sites for wintering waterfowl, with 
nationally important populations of Little Grebe (52), Whooper Swan (139), Wigeon 
(2,070), Teal (1,474), Mallard (1,087), Shoveler (54), Tufted Duck (1,012), 
Goldeneye (205), Coot (338), Golden Plover (3,058) and Lapwing (5,793) – all 
figures are three year mean peaks for the period 1997/98 to 1999/2000.  Other species 
which occur in winter include Great Crested Grebe (29), Cormorant (99), Curlew 
(254) and Black-headed Gull (307) as well as the resident Mute Swan (85).  
Greenland White-fronted Goose has been recorded on occasion on the flooded 
margins of the site. 
 
The site supports a nationally important population of Common Tern (90 pairs in 
1995).  It is a traditional breeding site for Black-headed Gull and whilst a full survey 
has not been carried out in recent years, substantial numbers of nesting birds were 
present on at least one island in 2003.  Lesser Black-backed Gull and Common Gull 
have bred in the past and may still breed.  Lough Ree is a noted site for breeding duck 
and grebes: Tufted Duck (202 pairs) and Great Crested Grebe (32 pairs) – records 
from 1995.  Of particular note is that Lough Ree is one of the two main sites in the 



country for breeding Common Scoter, a Red Data Book species.  Surveys have 
recorded 39 pairs and 32 pairs in 1995 and 1999 respectively.  Cormorant also breeds 
on some of the islands within the site – 86 nests were recorded in 2010.  The 
woodland around the lake is a stronghold for Garden Warbler and this scarce species 
probably occurs on some of the islands within the site. 
 
Lough Ree SPA is of high ornithological importance for both wintering and breeding 
birds.  It supports nationally important populations of eleven wintering waterfowl 
species.  The site has a range of breeding waterfowl species, notably nationally 
important populations of Common Scoter and Common Tern.  Of particular note is 
the regular presence of three species, Whooper Swan, Golden Plover and Common 
Tern, which are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive.  Parts of Lough Ree 
SPA are Wildfowl Sanctuaries. 
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