
SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  LOUGH ENNELL SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004044 
  
 
Lough Ennell is a large, limestone lake located south of Mullingar in Co. Westmeath.  
It has a length of approximately 6.5 km along its long axis and is mostly about 2 km 
wide.  The River Brosna is the principal inflowing and outflowing river.  It is a 
relatively shallow lake, with a maximum depth of c. 30 m.  The water is hard, with 
low colour and markedly alkaline pH.  The lake is classified as a mesotrophic system 
though it has been eutrophic in the past.  The lake bottom is of limestone with a marl 
deposit.   
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Pochard, Tufted Duck and Coot. The 
E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of 
this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for 
Wetland & Waterbirds. 
 
Lough Ennell is one of the most important Midland lakes for wintering waterfowl, 
with nationally important populations of Pochard (738), Tufted Duck (1,303) and 
Coot (433) - all figures are mean peaks for the 5 winters 1995/96-1999/2000.  The 
population of Tufted Duck represents over 3% of the all-Ireland population.  The site 
is also utilised by an internationally important population of non-migratory Mute 
Swan (340).  Other species which occur include Golden Plover (1,000 in 1998/99), 
Lapwing (673), Mallard (93), Little Grebe (30), Great Crested Grebe (24) and 
Goldeneye (22). 
 
Lough Ennell is of ornithological significance for wintering waterfowl, with three 
migratory species having populations of national importance.  The occurrence of 
Golden Plover in the vicinity of the lake is of note as this species is listed on Annex I 
of the E.U. Birds Directive.  Lough Ennell is a Ramsar Convention Site. 
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