SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: KILLALA BAY/MOY ESTUARY SPA

SITE CODE: 004036

This large site comprises the estuary of the River Moy and the inner part of Killala
Bay, including Lackan Bay and Rathfran Bay, in Counties Mayo and Sligo. Itis a
funnel-shaped estuary, c. 7 km wide at its outer limit. It is very well sheltered by a
sandy island, Bartragh, and by a sandy peninsula that extends from Enniscrone on the
eastern side. Extensive intertidal sand and mud flats are exposed at low tide. For the
most part, these flats are unvegetated, but mats of Eelgrass (Zostera spp.), Beaked
Tasselweed (Ruppia maritima) and green algae (Ulva spp.) occur, which provide
important feeding material for waterfowl species.

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special
conservation interest for the following species: Ringed Plover, Golden Plover, Grey
Plover, Sanderling, Dunlin, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew and Redshank. The E.U.
Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this
SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for
Wetland & Waterbirds.

The site is very important for wintering waterfowl and provides excellent feeding
grounds for the birds, as well as high-tide roosts. Eight species have populations of
national importance, i.e. Ringed Plover (245), Golden Plover (2,361), Grey Plover
(221), Sanderling (123), Dunlin (2,073), Bar-tailed Godwit (366), Curlew (731) and
Redshank (372) - all figures are mean peaks for the five year period 1995/96 to
1999/2000). A range of other species occurs, including Light-bellied Brent Goose
(170), Shelduck (64), Wigeon (339), Teal (236), Red-breasted Merganser (44), Red-
throated Diver (15), Oystercatcher (531), Lapwing (1,854) and Greenshank (24). The
site is also used by Mallard (92), Turnstone (50), Grey Heron (21) and Cormorant
(40). Substantial numbers of gulls are present at the site during winter, including
Black-headed Gull (338), Common Gull (368), Herring Gull (336) and Great Black-
backed Gull (120).

Killala Bay/Moy Estuary SPA is of high ornithological importance as it supports eight
species that have populations of national importance, including a very substantial
population of Grey Plover (3.4% of the all-Ireland total). The presence of Red-
throated Diver, Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit is of particular note as these
species are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive. Killala Bay/Moy Estuary is
a Ramsar Convention site.
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