SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: BANNOW BAY SPA

SITE CODE: 004033

Bannow Bay is a large, very sheltered, estuarine system with a narrow outlet to the
sea, situated on the south coast of Co. Wexford. It is up to 14 km long along its
north-east/south-west axis and has an average width of about 2 km. A number of
small- to medium-sized rivers flow into the site, the principal being the Owenduff and
the Corock which enter at the top end of the estuary. Very extensive intertidal mud
and sand flats are exposed at low tide. The sediments have a rich macroinvertebrate
fauna, with such species as Peppery Furrow-shell (Scrobicularia plana), Ragworm
(Hediste diversicolor) and Lugworm (Arenicola arenaria) occurring frequently. Mats
of green algae (Ulva spp.) are present on the intertidal flats and shorelines. Salt
marshes are well-developed in the sheltered areas of the site and are characterised by
species such as Common Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia maritima), Sea Aster (Aster
tripolium), Thrift (Armeria maritima), Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima), Red Fescue
(Festuca rubra), Saltmarsh Rush (Juncus gerardi) and Sea Rush (Juncus maritimus).
Swards of Glasswort (Salicornia spp.) occur on the lower zones of the salt marshes
and extend onto the intertidal flats.

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special
conservation interest for the following species: Light-bellied Brent Goose, Shelduck,
Pintail, Oystercatcher, Golden Plover, Grey Plover, Lapwing, Knot, Dunlin, Black-
tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew and Redshank. The E.U. Birds Directive
pays particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and
its associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland &
Waterbirds.

Bannow Bay supports an excellent diversity of wintering waterfowl and is one of the
most important sites in the south-east. Of particular note is an internationally
important population of Light-bellied Brent Goose (561) and Black-tailed Godwit
(546) - all figures are mean peaks for the 5 winters 1995/96-1999/2000. The site also
supports nationally important numbers of a further eleven species: Shelduck (500),
Pintail (52), Oystercatcher (711), Golden Plover (1,955), Grey Plover (142), Lapwing
(2,950), Knot (508), Dunlin (3,038), Bar-tailed Godwit (471), Curlew (891) and
Redshank (377). The populations of Shelduck and Bar-tailed Godwit are of particular
note as they comprise 3.4% and 3.0% of the respective all-Ireland totals. Other
species which occur include Wigeon (412), Teal (256), Ringed Plover (38) and
Turnstone (50). The intertidal sand and mud flats provide excellent feeding for the
waterfowl species, while suitable high tide roosts are provided by the salt marshes and
other shoreline habitats. Little Egret, a species which has recently colonised Ireland,
also occurs at this site.

Bannow Bay SPA is an excellent example of an enclosed estuarine system. It supports
internationally important populations of Light-bellied Brent Goose and Black-tailed



Godwit as well as nationally important populations of a further eleven species. Two
of the species that occur, i.e. Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit, are listed on
Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive. Bannow Bay is a Ramsar Convention site and
part of Bannow Bay SPA is a Wildfowl Sanctuary.
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