
SITE SYNOPSIS 
  
 
SITE NAME:  DUNDALK BAY SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004026 
  
 
Dundalk Bay is a large open shallow sea bay with extensive saltmarshes and intertidal 
sand/mudflats, extending some 16 km from Castletown River on the Cooley 
Peninsula, in the north, to Annagassan/Salterstown in the south. 
 
The extensive sand flats and mud flats have a rich fauna of bivalves, molluscs, marine 
worms and crustaceans which provides the food resource for most of the wintering 
waterfowl.   The outer part of the bay provides excellent shallow-water habitat for 
divers, grebes and sea duck.  In summer, it is thought to be a major feeding area for 
auks from the Dublin breeding colonies.  The bay is used at night for roosting by 
wintering flocks of Greylag Goose, Greenland White-fronted Goose and Whooper 
Swan from Stabannan/Braganstown (inland of Castlebelligham) and other inland 
sites. 
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Great Crested Grebe, Greylag Goose, 
Light-bellied Brent Goose, Shelduck, Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Common Scoter, Red-
breasted Merganser, Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, Golden Plover, Grey Plover, 
Lapwing, Knot, Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Redshank, 
Black-headed Gull, Common Gull and Herring Gull.  The E.U. Birds Directive pays 
particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its 
associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds. 
 
The site is of international importance because it regularly supports an assemblage of 
over 20,000 wintering waterbirds.  It also qualifies as a site of international 
importance for supporting populations of Light-bellied Brent Goose (370), Knot 
(9,710), Black-tailed Godwit (1,100) and Bar-tailed Godwit (1,950) - all figures, 
unless stated otherwise, are five year mean peaks for the period 1995/96 to 
1999/2000.  A variety of other species occur in numbers of national importance, i.e. 
Great Crested Grebe (303), Greylag Goose (435), Shelduck (522), Teal (538), 
Mallard (765), Pintail (117), Common Scoter (581 - five year mean peak for the 
period 2000/01 to 2004/05), Red-breasted Merganser (121), Oystercatcher (8,746), 
Ringed Plover (151), Golden Plover (5,967), Grey Plover (204), Lapwing (4,892), 
Dunlin (11,518), Curlew (1,264) and Redshank (1,659).  Other wintering species 
which occur include Red-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, Cormorant, Grey 
Heron, Little Egret, Mute Swan, Wigeon, Goldeneye, Greenshank and Turnstone. 
 
The site also supports nationally important populations of three wintering gull species 
- Black-headed Gull (6,643), Common Gull (551) and Herring Gull (754). 
 
In spring and autumn the site attracts a range of passage migrants, including Little 
Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and Ruff. 



 
Dundalk Bay SPA is one of the most important wintering waterfowl sites in the 
country and one of the few that regularly supports more than 20,000 waterbirds.  Four 
species occur in numbers of international importance and a further 19 species in 
numbers of national importance.  The regular occurrence of Golden Plover, Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Red-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver and Little Egret is of particular 
note as these species are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive.  Dundalk Bay 
is a Ramsar Convention site and parts of Dundalk Bay SPA are designated as 
Wildfowl Sanctuaries.   
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