
SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  BALLYCOTTON BAY SPA  
 
SITE CODE:  004022 
 
 
Situated on the south coast of Co. Cork, Ballycotton Bay is an east-facing coastal 
complex, which stretches northwards from Ballycotton to Ballynamona, a distance of 
c. 2 km.  The site comprises two sheltered inlets which receive the flows of several 
small rivers.  The southern inlet had formerly been lagoonal (Ballycotton Lake) but 
breaching of the shingle barrier in recent times has resulted in the area reverting to an 
estuarine system. 
 
The principal habitat within the site is inter-tidal sand and mudflats.  These are mostly 
well-exposed and the sediments are predominantly firm sands.  In the more sheltered 
conditions of the inlets, sediments contain a higher silt fraction.  The inter-tidal flats 
provide the main feeding habitat for the wintering birds.  Sandy beaches are well 
represented.  Salt marshes fringe the flats in the sheltered inlets and these provide 
high tides roosts.  A small area of shallow marine water is also included.   
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Teal, Ringed Plover, Golden Plover, 
Grey Plover, Lapwing, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Turnstone, 
Common Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gull.  The E.U. Birds Directive pays 
particular attention to wetlands, and as these form part of this SPA, the site and its 
associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds. 
 
Ballycotton Bay supports an excellent diversity of wintering waterbird species.  The 
site supports nationally important populations of the following species: Teal (903), 
Ringed Plover (167), Golden Plover (2,383), Grey Plover (124), Lapwing (2,782), 
Black-tailed Godwit (136), Bar-tailed Godwit (175), Curlew (853), Turnstone (179), 
Common Gull (584) and Lesser Black-backed Gull (1,293) - all figures are five year 
mean peaks for the period 1995/96 to 1999/2000.  Other species which occur include 
Shelduck (99), Wigeon (522), Mallard (232), Oystercatcher (255), Dunlin (575), 
Sanderling (56), Redshank (117), Greenshank (12) and Great Black-backed Gull 
(324).  Ballycotton Bay was formerly utilised by Bewick’s Swan but the birds have 
abandoned the site since the reversion of the lagoonal habitat to estuarine conditions. 
 
The site is a well-known location for passage waders, especially in autumn.  Species 
such as Ruff, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper and Spotted Redshank 
occur annually though in variable numbers.  Small numbers of Ruff may also be seen 
in late winter and spring.  Rarer waders, such as Wood Sandpiper and Pectoral 
Sandpiper, have also been recorded. 
 
While relatively small in area, Ballycotton Bay supports an excellent diversity of 
wintering waterbirds and has nationally important populations of eleven species, of 
which two, Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit, are listed on Annex I of the E.U. 



Birds Directive.  Ballycotton Bay is also a Ramsar Convention site and part of the 
Ballycotton Bay SPA is a Wildfowl Sanctuary. 
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