SITE SYNOPSIS
Site Name: Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC
Site Code: 003000
This site includes a range of dynamic inshore and coastal waters in the western Irish
Sea. These include sandy and muddy seabed, reefs, sandbanks and islands. This site
extends southwards, in a strip approximately 7 km wide and 40 km in length, from
Rockabill, running adjacent to Howth Head, and crosses Dublin Bay to Frazer Bank
in south Co. Dublin. The site encompasses Dalkey, Muglins and Rockabill islands.
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority;
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes):
[1170] Reefs
[1351] Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena phocoena)
Reef habitat is uncommon along the eastern seaboard of Ireland due to prevailing
geology and hydrographical conditions. Expansive surveys of the Irish coast have
indicated that the greatest resource of this habitat within the Irish Sea is found
fringing offshore islands which are concentrated along the Dublin coast. A detailed
survey of selected suitable islands has shown areas with typical biodiversity for this
habitat both intertidally and subtidally. Species recorded in the intertidal included
Fucus spiralis, Fucus serratus, Pelvetia canaliculata, Ascophyllum nodosum, Semibalanus
balanoides and Necora puber. Subtidally, a wide range of species include Laminaria
hyperborea, Flustra folicacea, Alaria esculenta, Halidrys siliquosa, Pomatocereos triqueter,
Alcyonium digitatum, Metridium senile, Caryophyllia smithii, Tubularia indivisa, Mytilus
edulis, Gibbula umbilcalis, Asterias rubens, and Echinus esculentus. These reefs are
subject to strong tidal currents with an abundant supply of suspended matter
resulting in good representation of filter feeding fauna such as sponges, anemones
and echinoderms.
The area selected for designation represents a key habitat for the Annex II species
Harbour Porpoise within the Irish Sea. Population survey data show that porpoise
occurrence within the site boundary meets suitable reference values for other
designated sites in Ireland. The species occurs year-round within the site and
comparatively high group sizes have been recorded. Porpoises with young (i.e.
calves) are observed at favourable, typical reference values for the species. Casual
and effort-related sighting rates from coastal observation stations are significant for
the east coast of Ireland and the latter appear to be relatively stable across all seasons.
The selected site contains a wide array of habitats believed to be important for
Harbour Porpoise including inshore shallow sand and mudbanks and rocky reefs
scoured by strong current flow. The site also supports Common Seal and Grey Seal,
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for which terrestrial haul-out sites occur in immediate proximity to the site. Bottlenosed Dolphins has also occasionally been recorded in the area. A number of other
marine mammals have been recorded in this area including Minke, Fin and Killer
Whales and Risso’s and Common Dolphins.
The coastal environment of Co. Dublin is a very significant resource to birds with
some nationally and internationally important populations. Of particular note in this
site are the large number of terns (Arctic, Common and Roseate) known to use
Dalkey Island as a staging area (approx. 2,000) after breeding. Other seabirds
commonly seen include Kittiwake, Razorbill, Guillemot, Puffin, Fulmar, Shag,
Cormorant, Manx Shearwater, Gannet and gulls.
This site is of conservation importance for reefs, listed on Annex I, and Harbour
Porpoise, listed on Annex II, of the E.U. Habitats Directive.
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