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Site Name: Slieve Mish Mountains SAC 
 
Site Code: 002185 
 
 
The Slieve Mish Mountains form the backbone of the eastern half of the Dingle 

Peninsula in Co. Kerry. The highest peak is Baurtregaum (851 m). The range is 

composed predominantly of Old Red Sandstone. 

 

The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 

and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 

numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 

 

[4010] Wet Heath 

[4030] Dry Heath 

[4060] Alpine and Subalpine Heaths 

[7130] Blanket Bogs (Active)* 

[8110] Siliceous Scree 

[8210] Calcareous Rocky Slopes 

[8220] Siliceous Rocky Slopes 

[1421] Killarney Fern (Trichomanes speciosum) 

 

The dominant habitat within Slieve Mish Mountains SAC is heath, with some areas 

of blanket bog. Wet heath, dry heath and acid grassland occur in mosaics on the 

lower slopes of the mountains, while dry heath tends to dominate the upper, steeper 

slopes. Typical species of the wet heath include Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea), 

Cross-leaved Heath (Erica tetralix), Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium) 

and Deergrass (Scirpus cespitosus). The dry heath is dominated by Heather (Calluna 

vulgaris), with grasses (e.g. Agrostis capillaris, A. canina and Festuca ovina) and mosses. 

Some alpine heath occurs on the highest ridges; this supports a number of locally 

scarce species, including Dwarf Willow (Salix herbacea), Stiff Sedge (Carex bigelowii), 

Thrift (Armeria maritima) and Crowberry (Empetrum nigrum). 

 

The site is intersected, particularly on its northern flank, by several steep-sided 

glaciated river valleys or glens. The head of Derrymore Glen features a classic 

oligotrophic corrie lake which is surrounded by steep cliffs. Steep cliffs, scree and 

rocky ridges are features of the site above 650 m. Cliffs within the site support a 

number of rare bryophytes, i.e. Bazzania pearsonii, Daltonia splachnoides, Dumortiera 

hirsute, Mastigophora woodsii, Moerckia hibernica, Paraleptodontium recurvifolium, Radula 

carringtonii and Scapania ornithopodioides, along with several relatively scarce vascular 

plant taxa typical of high-altitude inland cliffs, i.e. Starry Saxifrage (Saxifraga stellaris), 

Roseroot (Rhodiola rosea), Alpine Scurvygrass (Cochlearia officinalis subsp. alpina), 

Alpine Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa subsp. alpina), Mountain Everlasting 
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(Antennaria dioica), Mountain Sorrel (Oxyria digyna), Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris 

fragilis) and Irish Saxifrage (Saxifraga rosacea). The cliffs also support Kidney 

Saxifrage (Saxifraga hirsuta), St Patrick’s-cabbage (Saxifraga spathularis) and the hybrid 

between these two species.  

 

The site includes a small area of dry deciduous woodland, supporting species such 

as Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Holly (Ilex aquifolium). 

 

The site contains a good population of Killaney Fern (Trichomanes speciosum), a 

species that is listed on Annex II of the E.U. Habitats Directive. Two other plants that 

are also listed in the Irish Red Data Book occur, namely Betony (Stachys officinalis) 

and Cornish Moneywort (Sibthorpia europaea). In Ireland, the latter species is confined 

to the Dingle Peninsula - its most easterly known station lies within the site. Other 

notable plant species recorded from the site include Whorled Caraway (Carum 

verticillatum), Lemon-scented Fern (Oreopteris limbosperma) and Ivy-leaved Bellflower 

(Wahlenbergia hederacea). Killarney Fern (Trichomanes speciosum) and Betony are 

protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 2015.  

 

Peregrine Falcons breed on cliffs within the site, and Chough are known to feed in 

the area. Both of these species are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. 

 

Most of the site is grazed by sheep, with a smaller area being grazed by cattle. Over-

grazing on parts of the site has led to some habitat degradation, particularly of the 

wet heath covering the lower slopes. Most of the blanket bog within the site has been 

extensively cut for turf and some of the turbary is still active. The lack of forestry 

within the Slieve Mish range is notable. 

 

Overall, the site is of considerable conservation significance, particularly for the 

presence of several habitats and species that are listed on Annexes I and II of the E.U. 

Habitats Directive. The presence of two bird species that are listed on Annex I of the 

E.U. Birds Directive and the populations of several rare or scarce plant species adds 

to the importance of the site. 

 


