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Site Name: Ballyman Glen SAC 
 
Site Code: 000713 
 
 
Ballyman Glen is situated approximately 3 km north of Enniskerry and straddles the 
County boundary between Dublin and Wicklow. It is orientated in an east-west 
direction with a stream running through the centre. The glen is bounded mostly by 
steeply sloping pasture with Gorse (Ulex europaeus) and areas of wood and scrub.  
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[7220] Petrifying Springs* 
[7230] Alkaline Fens 

 
Ballyman Glen contains a small strip of alkaline fen which is associated with 
petrifying spring/seepage areas that have given rise to thick deposits of marl. The 
vegetation of the main part of the fen is dominated by Greater Tussock-sedge (Carex 
paniculata), Tall Fescue (Festuca arundinacea), butterworts (Pinguicula vulgaris and P. 
lusitanica), Black Bog-rush (Schoenus nigricans) and Broad-leaved Cottongrass 
(Eriophorum latifolium). The site is particularly notable for its orchids, with species 
including Early Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza incarnata), Narrow-leaved Marsh-orchid 
(D. traunsteineri) and Marsh Helleborine (Epipactis palustris) occurring. In addition, 
twenty species of sedge have been recorded in the area, including the scarce Long-
stalked Yellow-sedge (Carex lepidocarpa). The fen area is being invaded by Downy 
Birch (Betula pubescens).  
 
Associated with the fen, and also with the woodland elsewhere in the site, are 
petrifying springs. These lime-encrusted seepage areas are rich in bryophytes 
including such diagnostic species as Cratoneuron commutatum and C. filicinum. 
 
Wet woodland and scrub occur along the margins of the stream for most of the 
length of the glen, extending outwards in areas to create inaccessible and species-rich 
patches of woodland. The canopy is dominated by Alder (Alnus glutinosa), willow 
(Salix spp.) and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior). The woodland has a dense shrub layer which 
includes Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Spindle (Euonymus europaeus), and a 
diverse ground flora with Marsh Hawk’s-beard (Crepis paludosa), Sanicle (Sanicula 
europaea), Herb-Robert (Geranium robertianum), Bugle (Ajuga reptans), horsetails 
(Equisetum spp.), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and some sedges (Carex spp.). 
Areas of marsh are found in the wetter areas by the stream, particularly at the 
western end of the site.  
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There is an area of broadleaved woodland on the steeper southern slopes of the glen. 
Common species occurring here are Ash and Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), with 
Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) colonizing the more open areas.  
 
An area of land that slopes towards the fen has been used as a landfill site for 
domestic refuse. The site is also used for a clay pigeon shoot and shattered clay 
pigeons are scattered throughout the area.  
 
The fen vegetation at this site is well developed, with an unusually large number of 
sedge species present. The presence of alkaline fen and of petrifying spring/seepage 
areas is also particularly notable, as these habitats are listed, the latter with priority 
status, on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. Fens are rare in Wicklow and 
Dublin, and this is one of only two sites in Wicklow for the Narrow-leaved Marsh-
orchid. 


