SITE SYNOPSIS
Site Name: South Dublin Bay SAC
Site Code: 000210
This site lies south of the River Liffey in Co. Dublin, and extends from the South Wall
to the west pier at Dun Laoghaire. It is an intertidal site with extensive areas of sand
and mudflats. The sediments are predominantly sands but grade to sandy muds near
the shore at Merrion Gates. The main channel which drains the area is Cockle Lake.
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority;
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes):
[1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats
[1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines
[1310] Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand
[2110] Embryonic shifting dunes
The bed of Dward Eelgrass (Zostera noltii) found below Merrion Gates is the largest
stand on the east coast. Green algae (Enteromorpha spp. and Ulva lactuca) are
distributed throughout the area at a low density. Fucoid algae occur on the rocky
shore in the Maretimo to Dún Laoghaire area. Species include Fucus spiralis, F.
vesiculosus, F. serratus, Ascophyllum nodosum and Pelvetia canaliculata.
Several small, sandy beaches with incipient dune formation occur in the northern
and western sectors of the site, notably at Poolbeg, Irishtown and Merrion/
Booterstown. The formation at Booterstown is very recent. Drift line vegetation
occurs in association with the embryonic and incipient fore dunes. Typically drift
lines occur in a band approximately 5 m wide, though at Booterstown this zone is
wider in places. The habitat occurs just above the High Water Mark and below the
area of embryonic dune. Species present are Sea Rocket (Cakile maritima), Frosted
Orache (Atriplex laciniata), Spear-leaved Orache (A. prostrata), Prickly Saltwort (Salsola
kali) and Fat Hen (Chenopodium album). Also occurring is Sea Sandwort (Honkenya
peploides), Sea Beet (Beta vulgaris subsp. maritima) and Annual Sea-blite (Suaeda
maritima). A small area of pioneer saltmarsh now occurs in the lee of an embryonic
sand dune just north of Booterstown Station. This early stage of saltmarsh
development is here characterised by the presence of pioneer stands of glassworts
(Salicornia spp.) occurring below an area of drift line vegetation. As this is of very
recent origin, it covers a small area but ample areas of substrate and shelter are
available for the further development of this habitat.
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Lugworm (Arenicola marina), Cockles (Cerastoderma edule) and annelids and other
bivalves are frequent throughout the site. The small gastropod Hydrobia ulvae occurs
on the muddy sands off Merrion Gates.
South Dublin Bay is an important site for waterfowl. Although birds regularly
commute between the south bay and the north bay, recent studies have shown that
certain populations which occur in the south bay spend most of their time there. The
principal species are Oystercatcher (1215), Ringed Plover (120), Sanderling (344),
Dunlin (2628) and Redshank (356) (average winter peaks 1996/97 and 1997/98). Up to
100 Turnstones are usual in the south bay during winter. Brent Goose regularly occur
in numbers of international importance (average peak 299). Bar-tailed Godwit (565),
a species listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, also occur.
Large numbers of gulls roost in South Dublin Bay, e.g. 4,500 Black-headed Gulls in
February 1990; 500 Common Gulls in February 1991. It is also an important tern roost
in the autumn, regularly holding 2000-3000 terns including Roseate Terns, a species
listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. South Dublin Bay is largely protected as
a Special Protection Area.
At low tide the inner parts of the south bay are used for amenity purposes. Baitdigging is a regular activity on the sandy flats. At high tide some areas have windsurfing and jet-skiing.
This site is a fine example of a coastal system, with extensive sand and mudflats, and
incipient dune formations. South Dublin Bay is also an internationally important bird
site.
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