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Baldoyle Bay SAC extends from just below Portmarnock village to the west pier at
Howth in Co. Dublin. It is a tidal estuarine bay protected from the open sea by a
large sand-dune system. Two small rivers, the Mayne and the Sluice, flow into the
bay.

The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats
and/or species listed on Annex I/ II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority;
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes):

[1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats
[1310] Salicornia Mud

[1330] Atlantic Salt Meadows

[1410] Mediterranean Salt Meadows

Large areas of intertidal flats are exposed at low tide at this site. These are mostly
sands but grade to muds in the inner sheltered parts of the estuary. Extensive areas
of Common Cord-grass (Spartina anglica) occur in the inner estuary. Both the
Narrow-leaved Eelgrass (Zostera angustifolia) and the Dwarf Eelgrass (Z. noltii) are
also found here. During summer, the sandflats of the sheltered areas are covered by
mats of green algae (Enteromorpha spp. and Ulva lactuca).

The sediments have a typical macrofauna, with Lugworm (Arenicola marina)
dominating the sandy flats. The tubeworm Lanice conchilega is present in high
densities at the low tide mark and the small gastropod Hydrobia ulvae occurs in the
muddy areas, along with the crustacean Corophium volutator.

Areas of saltmarsh occur near Portmarnock Bridge and at Portmarnock Point, with
narrow strips along other parts of the estuary. Species such as glassworts (Salicornia
spp.), Sea-purslane (Halimione portulacoides), Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima) and Sea
Rush (Juncus maritimus) are found here. Portmarnock Spit formerly had a well-
developed sand dune system but this has been largely replaced by golf courses and
is mostly excluded from the site. A few dune hills are still intact at Portmarnock
Point, and there are small dune hills east of Cush Point and below the Claremont
Hotel. These are mostly dominated by Marram (Ammophila arenaria), though Lyme-
grass (Leymus arenarius) is also found.

The site includes a brackish marsh along the Mayne River. Soils here have a high
organic content and are poorly drained, and some pools occur. Rushes (Juncus spp.)
and salt tolerant species such as Common Scurvygrass (Cochleria officinalis) and




Greater Sea-spurrey (Spergularia media) are typical of this area. Knotted Hedge-
parsley (Torilis nodosa), a scarce plant in eastern Ireland, has been recorded here,
along with Brackish Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus baudotti), a species of brackish pools
and ditches which has declined in most places due to habitat loss. Two plant species,
legally protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999, occur in the Mayne marsh,
Borrer's Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia fasciculata) and Meadow Barley (Hordeum
secalinum).

Baldoyle Bay is an important bird site for wintering waterfowl and the inner part of
the estuary is a Special Protection Area under the E.U. Birds Directive as well as
being a Statutory Nature Reserve. Internationally important numbers of Pale-bellied
Brent Goose (418) and nationally important numbers of two Annex I Birds Directive
species - Golden Pover (1,900) and Bar-tailed Godwit (283) - have been recorded.
Four other species also reached nationally important numbers: Shelduck (147),
Pintail (26), Grey Plover (148) and Ringed Plover (218) - all figures are average peaks
for four winters 1994/95 to 1997/1998. Breeding wetland birds at the site include
Shelduck, Mallard and Ringed Plover. Small numbers of Little Tern, a species listed
on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, have bred on a few occasions at Portmarnock
Point but not since 1991.

The area surrounding Baldoyle Bay is densely populated and so the main threats to
the site include visitor pressure, disturbance to wildfowl and dumping. In particular,
the dumping of spoil onto the foreshore presents a threat to the value of the site.

Baldoyle Bay is a fine example of an estuarine system. It contains four habitats listed
on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive, and supports two legally protected plant
species. The site is also an important bird area and part of it is a Special Protection
Area under the E.U. Birds Directive, as well as being a Statutory Nature Reserve. It
supports internationally important numbers of Brent Goose and nationally important
numbers of six other bird species, including two Annex I Birds Directive species.




