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Introduction

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens 
to maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation 
condition. The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

A site-specific conservation objective aims to define favourable conservation condition for 
a particular habitat or species at that site.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
  • its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
  • the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance 
exist and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
  • the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
  • population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself 
on a long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
  • the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for 
the foreseeable future, and 
  • there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long-term basis.

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable 
conservation status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and 
species are listed in the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation 
and Special Protection Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable 
of them. These two designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable 
conservation condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable 
conservation status of those habitats and species at a national level.

1.  The targets given in these conservation objectives are based on best available 
information at the time of writing. As more information becomes available, targets for 
attributes may change. These will be updated periodically, as necessary.
2.  An appropriate assessment based on these conservation objectives will remain valid 
even if the targets are subsequently updated, providing they were the most recent 
objectives available when the assessment was carried out. It is essential that the date and 
version are included when objectives are cited.
3.  Assessments cannot consider an attribute in isolation from the others listed for that 
habitat or species, or for other habitats and species listed for that site. A plan or project 
with an apparently small impact on one attribute may have a significant impact on 
another.
4.  Please note that the maps included in this document do not necessarily show the 
entire extent of the habitats and species for which the site is listed. This should be borne 
in mind when appropriate assessments are being carried out.
5.  When using these objectives, it is essential that the relevant backing/supporting 
documents are consulted, particularly where instructed in the targets or notes for a 
particular attribute.

Notes/Guidelines:
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Qualifying Interests

Long Bank SAC

* indicates a priority habitat under the Habitats Directive

002161

1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time 

Please note that this SAC adjoins Carnsore Point SAC (002269) and 
Blackwater Bank SAC (002953). See map 2. The conservation 
objectives for this site should be used in conjunction with those for 
adjacent sites as appropriate.
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Supporting documents, relevant reports & publications

Year : 2007

Title : Marine surveys of two Irish sandbank cSACs

Author : Aquafact

Series : Unpublished Report to NPWS

Supporting documents, NPWS reports and publications are available for download from: www.npws.ie/Publications

Year : 2013

Title : Long Bank SAC (site code 2161) Conservation objectives supporting document- marine habitat 
V1

Author : NPWS

Series : Unpublished report to NPWS
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Spatial data sources
Year : Interpolated 2013

Title : 2007 sandbank survey

GIS Operations : Polygon feature classes from marine community types base data sub-divided based on 
interpolation of marine survey data. Expert opinion used as necessary to resolve any issues 
arising. Clipped to SAC boundary

Used For : 1110, Marine community types (maps 3 and 4)
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Conservation Objectives for : Long Bank SAC [002161]

1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Sandbanks which are slightly covered 
by sea water all the time in Long Bank SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets:

Attribute Measure Target Notes
Habitat area Hectares The permanent habitat 

area is stable or increasing, 
subject to natural 
processes. See map 3

Habitat area estimated as 1319ha using the 
Carnsore Point to Wicklow Head Admiralty Chart 
(no. 1787-0)

Habitat 
distribution

Occurrence The distribution of 
sandbanks is stable or 
increasing, subject to 
natural processes. See 
map 3

Distribution established using the Carnsore Point to 
Wicklow Head Admiralty Chart (no. 1787-0) 

Community 
distribution

Hectares Conserve the following 
community type in a 
natural condition: Sand 
with Nephtys cirrosa and 
Bathyporeia elegans 
community complex. See 
map 4 

The likely area of the community was derived from a 
sandbank survey in 2007 (Aquafact, 2007). See 
marine supporting document for further details
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Map Version 1
Date: April 2013

MAP 1:
LONG BANK SAC

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES
SAC DESIGNATION

Map to be read in conjunction with the NPWS Conservation Objectives Document.

SITE CODE:
SAC 002161 Version 3

The mapped boundaries are of an indicative and general nature only.  
Boundaries of designated areas are subject to revision. 

© British Crown Copyright, 2005. All rights reserved. 
(Licence Number 102009.014) Not to be used for Navigation
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Map Version 1
Date: April 2013

MAP 2:
LONG BANK SAC

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES
ADJOINING / OVERLAPPING 

DESIGNATIONS
Map to be read in c onjunc tion w ith the NPWS Conservation Objec tives Doc ument.

SITE CODE:
SAC 002161 Version 3
SAC 002269 Version 3
SAC 002953 Version 3

The mapped boundaries are of an indic ative and general nature only.  
Boundaries of designated areas are subjec t to revision. 

Reproduc ed from Ordnanc e Survey material by permission 
of the Government (Permit number EN 0059212).

Níl sna teorainneac ha ar na léarsc áileanna ac h nod garshuiomhac h ginearálta.
Féadfar athbhreithnithe a déanamh ar theorainneac ha na gc eantar 
c omharthaithe. Mac asamhail d’ábhar na Suirbhéarac hta Ordonáis 

le c head ón Rialtas (Ceadunas Uimh. EN 0059212)
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Map Version 1
Date: April 2013

MAP 3:
LONG BANK SAC

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES
SANDBANKS

Map to  be read in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith the NPWS Co n servatio n  Objectives Do cu men t.

SITE CODE:
SAC 002161 Version 3

The mapped bo u n daries are o f an  in dicative an d gen eral n atu re o n ly.  
Bo u n daries o f design ated areas are su bject to  revisio n . 

Repro du ced fro m Ordn an ce Su rvey material by permissio n  
o f the Go vern men t (Permit n u mber EN 0059212).

Níl sn a teo rain n eacha ar n a léarscáilean n a ach n o d garshu io mhach gin earálta.
Féadfar athbhreithn ithe a déan amh ar theo rain n eacha n a gcean tar 
co mharthaithe. Macasamhail d’ábhar n a Su irbhéarachta Ordo n áis 

le chead ón  Rialtas (Ceadu n as Uimh. EN 0059212)
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Map Version 1
Date: April 2013

MAP 4:
LONG BANK SAC

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES
MARINE COMMUNITY TYPES

Map to  be read in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith the NPWS Co n servatio n  Objectives Do cu men t.

SITE CODE:
SAC 002161 Version 3

The mapped bo u n daries are o f an  in dicative an d gen eral n atu re o n ly.  
Bo u n daries o f design ated areas are su bject to  revisio n . 

Repro du ced fro m Ordn an ce Su rvey material by permissio n  
o f the Go vern men t (Permit n u mber EN 0059212).

Níl sn a teo rain n eacha ar n a léarscáilean n a ach n o d garshu io mhach gin earálta.
Féadfar athbhreithn ithe a déan amh ar theo rain n eacha n a gcean tar 
co mharthaithe. Macasamhail d’ábhar n a Su irbhéarachta Ordo n áis 

le chead ón  Rialtas (Ceadu n as Uimh. EN 0059212)

Legend
SAC 002161
OSi Disco very Series Co u n ty Bo u n daries

Marine Community Type
San d w ith Nephtys cirrosa an d Bathyporeia elegans co mmu n ity co mplex
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