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Conservation objectives for Lough Carra/Mask Complex SAC [001774]

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation status
of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in the Habitats
and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas are designated
to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two designations are collectively known
as the Natura 2000 network.

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to maintain
habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition. The
Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of
regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those
habitats and species at a national level.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:

its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and

the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance exist and
are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and

the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:

population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a
long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and

the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the
foreseeable future, and

there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its populations
on a long-term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex |
habitat(s) and/or the Annex Il species for which the SAC has been selected:

Code Description

3110 Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae)

3130  Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or
Isoeto-Nanojuncetea

3140 Hard oligo-mesotrophic waters with benthic vegetation of Chara spp.

4030 European dry heaths

6210 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco Brometalia) (*
important orchid sites)*

7210 Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion davallianae*

7230  Alkaline fens

8240 Limestone pavements*

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protected-sites/conservation-management-planning
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91E0  Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion
albae)*

* denotes a priority habitat

Code Common Name Scientific Name
1303 Lesser Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus hipposideros
1355 Otter Lutra lutra

1393 Slender Green Feather-moss Drepanocladus vernicosus
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