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CIRCULAR:  WLU 2/2012
CLARIFICATION
PEREGRINE FALCON DRAW 2013
I refer to Circular WLU 1/2012 of 21 November 2012 in relation to birds of prey licence applications and inspections for 2013.  Please note that the draw to take a peregrine falcon from the wild will now proceed in 2013 in tandem with a full review of the process by the Department. 

For applicants who intend to apply to take a Peregrine Falcon from the wild, the conditions which the Department use to determine if an application should be included in the lottery draw, are set out in the Appendix to this Circular.
LICENCE TO TAKE A BIRD OF PREY FROM THE WILD 
If you wish to apply for a licence to take a Bird of Prey from the wild during the coming breeding season, your application to do so must reach this office not later than Friday, 11 January 2013. Please note that late applications for taking licences will not be considered.
There is no fee for the licence to take a bird of prey from the wild. Therefore, if you have no birds in your possession at the moment and are applying (only) to take a bird of prey from the wild, you should not send any fee with your application. However, if you are granted a taking licence and are successful in taking a bird of prey from the wild, you must apply for a possession licence to keep the bird.  Again, an acknowledgement will be issued to all applicants confirming receipt of their application.

Part of the licensing process involves an inspection of the accommodation that you provide for your birds of prey and an examination of the birds of prey on your licence application form. Current licence holders are required to assist National Parks and Wildlife Service staff in this inspection process. In that regard, it is recommended that following the submission of your licence application form, you should contact your local Conservation Ranger and arrange an inspection as a matter of priority.  
It should also be noted that on the day of inspection, licence holders will be required to make themselves or their representatives available at the accommodation and present their birds of prey in such a manner as to facilitate the easy identification of all birds on the licence application form and comply with the requests of National Parks and Wildlife Service staff. 

All falconers are reminded that it is an offence to sell or offer for sale (this includes swapping / bartering or exchanging) a protected bird of prey unless the vendor is in possession of a current Wildlife Dealers licence as per Section 48 of the Wildlife Act 1976 (as amended).

Yours sincerely

__________________

Lynn McDonnell

Wildlife Licensing Unit

NPWS

Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

7 Ely Place

Dublin 2
01 8883279

lynn.mcdonnell@ahg.gov.ie

30 November 2012
APPENDIX
CONDITIONS ALLOWING PARTICIPATION IN THE PEREGRINE FALCON DRAW 2013

· Applications must be received before the closing date Friday 11 January 2013.
· Applicants who are in possession of more than one peregrine falcon taken from the wild in Ireland (excluding injured) will not be included in the 2013 draw.
· Applicants must be resident within the jurisdiction.
· An application to take a peregrine falcon from the wild must be approved by a Conservation Ranger / District Conservation Officer.
· Applicants must not have been granted a taking licence for peregrine falcons within the previous three years (three draws).
· Applications from family members with single address will be treated as a single application (in the interest of fairness).

