
Scapania ornithopodioides  Ben Gorm, Co. Mayo 

 

06/07/2017 1 Version 1a 
Scapania_ornithopodioides_18_Ben_Gorm_a.docx 

 

Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Scapania ornithopodioides 
Status: Vulnerable; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Ben Gorm, Co. Mayo 
   
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Mweelrea Sheefry Erriff 
Complex cSAC; Site 1 

L8793064702 2010.10.08 Hodd, R.L SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8805964760 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8804264727 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8801364711 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8796464737 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8792464707 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8774264778 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8770464817 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8760264901 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8751664908 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8746764915 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8743864892 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8739764916 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Scapania 
ornithopodioides 

27 18 Ben Gorm; Lugaharry L8737264954 2015.06.25 Rory Hodd SAC001932 
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Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 

 
Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes 2015 
 
Species 
Scapania ornithopodioides 

County 
Mayo 

6" Map 
Ma115/ 
Ma116 

Discovery Map 
37 

Locality/ Site name 
Lugaharry, Ben Gorm 

Vice-county (No.) 
H27 

SAC/NHA 
001932 Mweelrea/Sheefry/Erriff 
Complex SAC 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
(i) L8805964760(±3) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
2525-B/2526-A 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
320 

Solid geology 
Sandstone 

Survey date 
25/06/2015 

Site description 
 

S. ornithopodioides grows at this site on steep grassy slopes 
below cliffs, often where water is running down, and sometimes 
on relatively exposed slopes. 

Population description Forming scattered shoots and relatively pure patches amongst 
grassy vegetation and with other hepatics, frequent patches 
occur over a large area of slope. 

Associated species Associated with Nardus stricta, Molinia caerulea, Trichophorum 
germanicum, Sphagnum palustre, Pleurozia puprurea, 
Campylopus flexuosus, Potentilla erecta, Rhytidiadelphus loreus 
and Racomitrium lanuginosum. 

Vegetation (after Fossit, 2000) GS3 dry-humid acid grassland, with elements of HH3 Wet heath 
in places 

Current management These slopes are extensively grazed, with little dwarf shrub 
cover remaining. 
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Threats There is potential threat from overgrazing, but current levels of 
grazing are having little detrimental impact. 

Conservation measures Avoid any increases in stocking levels. 

Ownership Located on commonage. 
Access A rough path can be followed between fences from Aasleagh 

Falls onto the open mountain and up to the edge of the corrie. 
Other remarks  
 
GPS readings for the species 
 

National 
Grid Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

L 88042 64727 (±4) (ii) 335m alt. 
L 88013 64711 (±6) (iii) 360m alt. 
L 87964 64737 (±5) (iv) 360m alt. 
L 87924 64707 (±5) (v) 395m alt. 
L 87742 64778 (±7) (vi) 410m alt. 
L 87704 64817 (±6) (vii) 390m alt. 
L 87602 64901 (±5) (viii) 405m alt. 
L 87516 64908 (±4) (ix) 420m alt. 
L 87467 64915 (±5) (x) 450m alt. 
L 87438 64892 (±5) (xi) 480m alt. 
L 87397 64916 (±6) (xii) 480m alt. 
L 87372 64954 (±6) (xiii) 470m alt. 

 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 
 
First record and other comments: 
Previously recorded by R.L. Hodd in 2010. 
 
References: 
Hodd, R.L. 2015. Survey of Flora Protection Order Bryophytes 2015. Unpublished report to National 
Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photograph 1: General location of populations of S. ornithopodioides, indicated by red arrows, in the 
Lugaharry corrie. 
 

 
Photograph 2: Damp grassy slopes of corrie wall, at location (i) on which S. ornithopodioidies is 
frequent. 
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Photograph 3: Habitat of S. ornithopodioides in damp flushed grassland at location (i). 
 

 
Photograph 4: Slopes at the head of the corrie, above Lugaharry Lough, on which a number of 
populations of S. ornithopodioides occur. 
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the locations of S. ornithopodioides (marked by red dots) 
at Lugaharry, Ben Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 
 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the locations of S. ornithopodioides (marked by red dots) at Lugaharry, 
Ben Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the locations of S. ornithopodioides (marked by red dots) at 
Lugaharry, Ben Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 
 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the locations of S. ornithopodioides (marked by red dots) at 
Lugaharry, Ben Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Satellite image showing the locations of S. ornithopodioides (marked by red dots) at 
Lugaharry, Ben Gorm (Basemap source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, 
CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User 
Community). 

 

Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Overstocking with sheep, damaging the habitat, has badly affected some sites, particularly in 
Connemara 

• Other potential threats include burning and afforestation 
• Climate change? 

  
Potential site-specific threats/issues  

• There is potential threat from overgrazing, but current levels of grazing are having little 
detrimental impact. 
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