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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Radula holtii 
Status: Near Threatened; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Ben Gorm, Co. Mayo 
   
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm; Skirragohiffern N 
side of 

L86 1901. Lett, Rev. 
H.W. 

SAC001932 

Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm, roadside & streams L86 1970. Paton, J.A. SAC001932 
Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm, ravine on N L86 1987. Long, D.G. SAC001932 
Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm, ravine on S side L8663 1987. Long, D.G. SAC001932 
Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm; Skirragohiffern L8693263067 2015.06.26 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm; Skirragohiffern L8690263118 2015.06.26 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm; Skirragohiffern L8689663130 2015.06.26 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

Radula holtii 27 13 Ben Gorm; Skirragohiffern L8686063171 2015.06.26 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

  
The grid square specified in the second 1987 record is shown on the Discovery map below, but the 
first record suggests that R. holtii may also occur elsewhere on the hill. 
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes 2015 
 
Species 
Radula holtii 

County 
Mayo 

6" Map 
Ma115 

Discovery Map 
37 

Locality/ Site name 
Skirragohiffern, Ben Gorm 

Vice-county (No.) 
H27 

SAC/NHA 
001932 Mweelrea/Sheefry/Erriff 
Complex SAC 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
(i) L8693263067(±3) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
2525-D 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
15 

Solid geology 
Sandstone 

Survey date 
26/06/2015 

Site description 
 

This site consists of a deep, steep-sided wooded rocky ravine 
incised through the slopes of Ben Gorm, above Killary Harbour. 

Population description Growing in a few location on the undersides of boulders by and 
in the flow of the stream, and on a damp rockface above the 
stream (at (ii)), as medium sized pure patches projecting out 
from the substrate. Occasional perianths are present. 

Associated species Growing with Jubula hutchinsiae and Scapania undulata. 

Vegetation (after Fossit, 2000) ER1 Exposed siliceous rock/ER3 Siliceous loose rock 
Current management The surrounding slopes are grazed by sheep, some of which 

have ventured into the ravine. 
Threats Minor threats from eutrophication and erosion due to grazing. 

Any potential hydro schemes or water abstraction would also be 
a threat, but would be unlikely to take place. Clearance of the 
shading woodland would also be detrimental. A small amount of 
Gunnera tinctoria was noted in the vicinity, expansion could be 
detrimental to R. holtii. 

Conservation measures Removal of Gunnera tinctoria in the vicinity would be beneficial, 
and removal of trees should be avoided. 
 

Ownership Located on commonage. 
Access There is a large layby located at the base of ravine from where 

there is easy access. 
 
GPS readings for the species 

National 
Grid Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

L 86902 63118 (±4) (ii) 40m alt. 
L 86896 63130 (±4) (iii) 45m alt. 
L 86860 63171 (±8) (iv) 60m alt. 

 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 
 
First record and other comments: 
R. holtii was first recorded at this site by H.W. Lett in 1901, and subsequently by J.A. Paton in 1970 
and D.G. Long in 1987. 
 
References: Hodd, R.L. 2015. Survey of Flora Protection Order Bryophytes 2015. Unpublished report 
to National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photograph 1: Ravine in which populations of Radula holtii grow, as viewed from parking area on the 
shores of Killary Harbour. 
 

 
Photograph 2: Habitat of population (i) of R. holtii in dark recess under ricks behind a small waterfall.  
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Photograph 3: Location of population (ii) of R. holtii, where it grows under a number of rocks and on 
a humid rockface. 
 

 
Photograph 4: Rockface, at location (ii), on which a number of strong populations of R. holtii grow. 
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the locations of R. holtii (marked by red dots) at 
Skirragohiffern, Ben Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the locations of R. holtii (marked by red dots) at Skirragohiffern, Ben 
Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the locations of R. holtii (marked by red dots) at Skirragohiffern, Ben 
Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the locations of R. holtii (marked by red dots) at Skirragohiffern, 
Ben Gorm (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Satellite image showing the locations of R. holtii (marked by red dots) at Skirragohiffern, 
Ben Gorm (Basemap source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, 
USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community). 
 

 

Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Water abstraction for hydroelectric schemes could endanger this species at some sites 
• New survey needed at many older sites, as this species was not targeted specifically during 

recent fieldwork 
  
Potential site-specific threats/issues  

• Minor threats from eutrophication and erosion due to grazing.  
• Any potential hydro schemes or water abstraction would also be a threat, but would be 

unlikely to take place.  
• Clearance of the shading woodland would also be detrimental.  
• A small amount of Gunnera tinctoria was noted in the vicinity, expansion could be detrimental 

to R. holtii. Removal of Gunnera tinctoria in the vicinity would be beneficial. 
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