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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Oedipodium griffithianum 
Status: Critically Endangered; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Sheeffry Hills, Co. Mayo 
  
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Oedipodium 
griffithianum 

27 04 Sheeffry Hills; Sloes above L. 
Tarriff 

L8580069298 2015.08.28 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

 
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes 2015 
 
Species 
Oedipodium griffithianum 

County 
Mayo 

6" Map 
Ma106 

Discovery Map 
37 

Locality/ Site name 
N slope of Sheeffry Hills, above 
L. Tarriff 

Vice-county (No.) 
H27 

SAC/NHA 
001932 Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff 
Complex SAC 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
L8580069298(±3) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
2388-C 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
715 

Solid geology 
Mudrock/sandstone 

Survey date 
28/08/2015 

Site description Located on very steep slope of north-facing corrie wall, 
consisting of extensive areas of loose scree, interspersed with 
rocky grassland. 

Population description Ca. 10 small patches, consisting of 1-5 rosettes, with frequent 
gemmae, are scattered over a 1x1m area of very loose scree. 

Associated species Growing in proximity to 0ligotrichum hercynicum, Breutelia 
crysochoma, Racomitrium lanuginosum, Pogonatum urnigerum, 
Racomitrium fasciculare, Agrostis capillaris, Festuca vivipara and 
Anthoxanthum odoratum.  

Vegetation (after Fossit, 2000) ER3 Siliceous scree 
Current management These slopes are subject to moderate to high levels of sheep 

grazing. 
Threats As this habitat is extremely unstable, there is a threat from 

erosion due to overgrazing, although a certain amount of 
disturbance is desirable. 

Conservation measures Maintenance of current grazing levels. 

Ownership Commonage. 
Access Accessed via a long walk along the northern side of the Sheeffry 

Hills from the head of Doo Lough. 
Other remarks  
 
GPS readings for the species 
 

National 
Grid Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

    
 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 
 
First record and other comments: 
This species has not previously been recorded at this site. 
 
References: 
 
Hodd, R.L. 2015. Survey of Flora Protection Order Bryophytes 2015. Unpublished report to National 
Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photograph 1: Location of population of O. griffithianum, indicated by red arrow, on the northern 
slopes of the Sheeffry ridge. 
 

 
Photograph 2: View east from a point on the ridge of the Sheefrys, red arrow indicating the location 
of O. griffithianum on very steep slopes.  
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Photograph 3: Habitat of O. griffithianum on a small patch of fine, loose scree, indicated by red 
arrow. 
 

 
Photograph 4: O. griffithianum, producing gemmae, amongst loose scree on the Sheeffry Hills. 
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) on 
the north slope of Sheeffry Hills, above L. Tarriff (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 
0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) on the north slope 
of Sheeffry Hills, above L. Tarriff (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance 
Survey Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) on the north 
slope of Sheeffry Hills, above L. Tarriff (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance 
Survey Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) on the 
north slope of Sheeffry Hills, above L. Tarriff (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 
0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Satellite image showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) on the north 
slope of Sheeffry Hills, above L. Tarriff (Basemap source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar 
Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the 
GIS User Community). 
 
 
 
Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Eutrophication and erosion of habitat due to visitor pressure 
• Disturbance and eutrophication by sheep 
• Botanical collecting 
• Climate change? 

 
Potential site-specific threats/issues  

• As this habitat is extremely unstable, there is a threat from erosion due to overgrazing, 
although a certain amount of disturbance is desirable. 
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