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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Oedipodium griffithianum 
Status: Critically Endangered; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Errigal, Co. Donegal 
  
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Oedipodium 
griffithianum 

35 03 Near summit of Errigal B92 1890.07. Dixon, H.N. SAC002047 

Oedipodium 
griffithianum 

35 03 Errigal, near summit B9281520846 2016.10.28 Rory Hodd SAC002047 

 
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes 2016 
 
Species 
Oedipodium griffithianum 

County 
Donegal 

6" Map 
dg042b 

Discovery Map 
1 

Locality/ Site name 
Errigal, near summit 

Vice-county (No.) 
H35 

SAC/NHA 
002047 Cloghernagore Bog And 
Glenveagh National Park SAC 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
B9281520846(±5) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
0204-A 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
740 

Solid geology 
Whitish quarztite with 
pebble beds 

Survey date 
28/10/2016 

Site description Very steep rocky northeast-facing slope below summit, with 
numerous rock outcrops and cliffs. 

Population description Ca. 10 plants present on thin, loose soil in open declivity in low 
outcrop along a small band of cliffs, gemmae present on some 
plants. 

Associated species Growing with Dicranella heteromalla, Marsupella emarginata, 
Nardia scalaris and Oligotrichum hercynicum. 

Vegetation ER1 Exposed siliceous rock 
Current management These slopes are grazed by sheep, and there is a popular walking 

route above. 
Threats There are few direct threats, although littering by walkers from 

the summit above could have a detrimental impact. 
Conservation measures Make walkers aware of the impacts of littering. 
Ownership Commonage 
Access A well-worn path leads from a carpark beside the Glenveagh to 

Dunlewey Road to the summit, from where it is possible to 
carefully descend steep slopes to the population. 

Other remarks  
 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 
 
First record and other comments: 
The only previous record at this site was by H.N. Dixon in 1890. 
 
References: 
 
Hodd, R.L. 2016. Survey of Flora Protection Order Bryophytes 2016. Unpublished report to National 
Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photograph 1: The summit ridge of Errigal, with the location of O. griffithianum marked by red 
arrow. 
 

 
Photograph 2: Line of low crags on which O. griffithianum occurs, location indicated by red arrow. 
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Photograph 3: Habitat of O. griffithianum in crevice under overhang, location of population indicated 
by red arrow. 
 

 
Photograph 4: Part of population of O. griffithianum on loose soil in crevice. 
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by a red dot) on 
Errigal Mountain (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by a red dot) on Errigal 
Mountain (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by a red dot) on Errigal 
Mountain (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by a red dot) on Errigal 
Mountain (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Satellite image showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by a red dot) on Errigal 
Mountain (Basemap source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, 
USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community). 
 
 
 
Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Eutrophication and erosion of habitat due to visitor pressure 
• Disturbance and eutrophication by sheep 
• Botanical collecting 
• Climate change? 

 
Potential site-specific threats/issues  

• There are few direct threats, although littering by walkers from the summit above could have 
a detrimental impact 
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