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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Oedipodium griffithianum 
Status: Critically Endangered; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Mweelrea, Co. Mayo 
  
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Oedipodium 
griffithianum 

27 02 W of Lough Bellawaum, 
Mweelrea: loose partly bare 
fine soil on slope of unshaded 
fine (Mweelrea Grit) scree 
facing E; ca 530 m alt. 

L79596720 2003.07. Long, D.G. SAC001932 

Oedipodium 
griffithianum 

27 02 W of Lough Bellawaum, 
Mweelrea: loose partly bare 
fine soil on slope of unshaded 
fine (Mweelrea Grit) scree 
facing E; ca 530 m alt. 

L79596720 2003.09.27 Holyoak, D.T. SAC001932 

Oedipodium 
griffithianum 

27 02 Mweelrea; Above Lough 
Bellawaum 

L7956567193 2015.06.23 Rory Hodd SAC001932 

 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Rare and Threatened Bryophyte Survey 2003 
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Aerial photograph – Rare and Threatened Bryophyte Survey 2003 
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Site photographs – Rare and Threatened Bryophyte Survey 2003 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes 2015 
 
Species 
Oedipodium griffithianum 

County 
Mayo 

6" Map 
Ma106 

Discovery Map 
37 

Locality/ Site name 
Above Lough Bellawaum, 
Mweelrea 

Vice-county (No.) 
H27 

SAC/NHA 
001932 Mweelrea/Sheefry/Erriff 
Complex SAC 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
(i) L7956567193(±7) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
2454-B 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd, N. Lockhart and A. 
Bleasdale 

Elevation (m) 
495 

Solid geology 
Slate 

Survey date 
23/06/2015 

Site description Scree slope consisting of very fine, loose material, interspersed 
with soil, on steep corrie wall, below the base of steep cliff, from 
where some water runs off. 

Population description Five patches, each consisting of ca. 5 rosettes were located 
scattered across an area of ca. 1m2, in very unstable, loose 
conditions. 

Associated species Other species located in the vicinity were Pogonatum 
urnigerum, Oligotrichum hercynicum, Anthoxanthum odoratum, 
Festuca vivipara, Saxifraga spathularis, Campylopus atrovirens 
and Diplophyllum albicans. 

Vegetation (after Fossit, 2000) ER3 Siliceous scree 
Current management These slopes are moderately heavily grazed by sheep. 
Threats Erosion due to overgrazing is a considerable threat, due to the 

very unstable nature of the habitat. However, O. griffithianum 
has been present at this location since at least 2003, so must be 
able to persist despite continual erosion. 

Conservation measures Reduce stocking levels. 

Ownership Located on commonage. 
Access Forest tracks can be followed from the Delphi Adventure Centre 

to the edge of forestry, where open ground is reached below 
the corrie. 

 
GPS readings for the species 

National 
Grid Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

    
 
First record and other comments: 
This species was first recorded at this site by D.G. Long in 2003, and by D.T. Holyoak later the same 
year. 
 
References: 
Hodd, R.L. 2015. Survey of Flora Protection Order Bryophytes 2015. Unpublished report to National 
Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
 
Holyoak, D.T. 2003. Survey of Rare and Threatened Bryophytes in Co. Mayo. Unpublished report to 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Dublin. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photograph 1: Location of O. griffithianum population, marked by red arrow, as viewed from close to 
the outflow of Lough Bellawaum. 
 

 
Photograph 2: View of slopes above Lough Bellawaum, location of population of O. griffithianum 
marked by red arrow.  
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Photograph 3: Habitat of O. griffithianum on damp very loose scree slope above Lough Bellawaum. 
 

 
Photograph 4: Scattered plants of O. griffithianum amongst unstable fine scree. 
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Maps and Aerial Photographs:  
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) 
above Lough Bellawaum, Mweelrea (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance 
Survey Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) above Lough 
Bellawaum, Mweelrea (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) above Lough 
Bellawaum, Mweelrea (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) above 
Lough Bellawaum, Mweelrea (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Satellite image showing the location of O. griffithianum (marked by red dot) above Lough 
Bellawaum, Mweelrea (Basemap source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, 
CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User 
Community). 
 
 
 
Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Eutrophication and erosion of habitat due to visitor pressure 
• Disturbance and eutrophication by sheep 
• Botanical collecting 
• Climate change? 

 
Potential site-specific threats/issues  

• In small quantity and potentially at risk from disturbance of the scree from sheep or botanists 
and from thoughtless collection of specimens 
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