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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Hypnum uncinulatum 
Status: Near Threatened; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Lough Caragh, Co. Kerry 
  
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid Reference Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Hypnum uncinulatum 01 09 Caragh Lake; Cosha North, by 
lakeshore 

V7082689591 2014.11.12 Rory Hodd SAC000365 

Hypnum uncinulatum 01 09 Caragh Lake; Cosha North, by 
lakeshore 

V7094689784 2014.11.12 Rory Hodd SAC000365 

Hypnum uncinulatum 01 09 Caragh Lake; Cosha North, by 
lakeshore 

V7094789774 2014.11.12 Rory Hodd SAC000365 

Hypnum uncinulatum 01 09 Caragh Lake; Cosha North, by 
lakeshore 

V7095089782 2014.11.12 Rory Hodd SAC000365 

 
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes in Cork & Kerry 2014 
 
Species 
Hypnum uncinulatum 

County 
Kerry 

6" Map 
Kerry Sheet 
64 

Discovery Map 
78 

Locality/ Site name 
Cosha North, by Caragh Lake 
 

Vice-county (No.) 
South Kerry (H1) 
 

SAC/NHA 
000365 Killarney National Park, 
Macgillycuddy's Reeks and Caragh 
River Catchment 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
(i) V7094789774(±8) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
O6077-B 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
20 

Solid geology 
Sandstone 

Survey date 
12/11/2014 

Site description 
 

H. uncinulatum occurs in young, rocky Betula pubescens 
woodland scattered along the shore of Caragh Lake, below a 
minor road that runs parallel to the shore. 

Population description 
 
 

At (i) and (iv), H. uncinulatum forms medium-sized patches on 
Betula trunks and branches, up to 1m above the ground. At (ii) 
and (iii), large patches grow on the tops and sloping faces of 
boulders. 

Associated species H. uncinulatum is associated with Frullania dilatata, Hypnum 
resupinatum, Isothecium myosuroides var. myosuroides and 
Cladonia sp. 

Vegetation (Fossitt, 2000) WN1 Oak-birch-holly woodland/ER3 Siliceous loose rock 
Current management There are few signs of management of this woodland, with a 

small amount of timber extraction evident. 
Threats Felling of the woodland would result in the loss of these 

populations. 
Conservation measures Ensure that the woodland cover is not removed. 

Ownership Ownership is unknown, likely private ownership. 
Access This population is easily accessed from the adjacent minor road. 
Other remarks  
 
Additional GPS readings for the species 
 

National 
Grid Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

V 70950 89782 (±8) (ii) 
V 70946 89784 (±8) (iii) 
V 70826 89591 (±8) (iv) 

 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 
 
First record and other comments: 
H. uncinulatum has not previously been recorded from this area. 
 
References: 
 
Hodd, R.L. 2014. Survey of Flora Protection Order bryophytes in Cork and Kerry (H1-H5). Unpublished 
report to National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photograph 1: Trunk of Betula pubescens in young woodland, on which population (i) of Hypnum 
uncinulatum grows. 
 

 
Photograph 2: Location of population (ii) of H. uncinulatum on a sloping rock surface in open Betula 
pubescens woodland.  
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 
 

 
Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the locations of Hypnum uncinulatum (marked by red 
dots) at Caragh Lake (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the locations of Hypnum uncinulatum (marked by red dots) at Caragh 
Lake (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the locations of Hypnum uncinulatum (marked by red dots) at Caragh 
Lake (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
 
 

 
Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the locations of Hypnum uncinulatum (marked by red dots) at 
Caragh Lake (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Bing aerial photo showing the locations of Hypnum uncinulatum (marked by red dots) at 
Caragh Lake. 
 
 
 
 

Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Not immediately threatened at any of its sites 
• Rhododendron infestation causing excessive shading is probably the greatest risk, but this is 

now being reduced within the Killarney National Park 
• H. uncinulatum needs shady, humid conditions, so clear-felling where it occurs should be 

avoided  
 
Potential site-specific threats/issues 

• Felling of the woodland would result in the loss of these populations. 
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