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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Adelanthus lindenbergianus 
Status: Vulnerable; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Benbaun, Co. Galway 
 
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Adelanthus 
lindenbergianus 

16 04 N ridge of Benbaun, Twelve 
Bens, in bryophyte turf 
amongst boulders on exposed 
hillside; ca 520 m alt. 

L7854 1984.04.22 Long, D.G. SAC002031 

 
The record is not very accurately localised, but it is accurate enough to know the general area where 
A. lindenbergianus was recorded. However, it was not be refound during targeted surveys in 2004, 
nor in 2015. 

 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 
Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 

 
Location (6” map) 
 
No map available. 
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Field Data Sheet 
  
A. lindenbergianus was not refound here during targeted survey work in 2004 and 2015. 

References Long, D.G. 2010. The tragedy of the Twelve Bens of Connemara: is there a future for 
Adelanthus lindenbergianus? Field Bryology 100: 2–8. 

Aerial photograph 
 
No aerial photograph available. 
 
Site photographs 
 
None available. 
 
Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Balanced grazing regime required, not too intensive, so that cover of ericaceous shrubs is 
maintained; overgrazing almost wiped this species out in Connemara 

• Afforestation 
• Burning 
• Climate change? 

 
Potential site-specific threats/issues 

• A. lindenbergianus has probably been eliminated from this site by overgrazing, as described in 
the Red Data Book (below). However, a reduction in grazing may result in its re-appearance, so 
further survey work should take place periodically. 
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