The Wildlife (Wild Mammals) (Open Seasons) Orders 2005 to 2024
Unofficial Consolidation
Updated to 13" March 2024.

This unofficial consolidation of the Wildlife (Wild Mammals) (Open Seasons) Orders 2005 to 2024
was prepared by the National Parks and Wildlife Service forease ofreferenceonly. Itis nota legal
document.

Disclaimer: While every care was takenin the preparation and proof-reading of this unofficial
version, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage can assume no responsibility
for and gives no guarantees, undertakings or warranties concerning the accuracy, completeness or
up to date nature ofthe information provided and does notacceptany liability whatsoeverarising
from any errors or omissions. Forall important matters, users areadvised to check particular
provisions onthe Irish Statute Book Website.

S.1. NO. 550 OF 2005
WILDLIFE (WILD MAMMALS) (OPEN SEASONS) ORDER, 2005.

The Minister for the Environment, Heritageand Local Government, in exercise ofthe powers
conferred on him by Sections 8(2) ofthe Wildlife Act, 1976 (No. 39 of 1976), and the Heritage
(Transfer of Departmental Administration and Ministerial Functions)Order, 2002 ( S.I. No. 356 of
2002 ) hereby orders as follows:

1. This Order may be cited as the Wildlife (Wild Mammals) {OpenSeasensOrder2005 (Open
Seasons)Order, 2005. Commented [C1]: Inserted by S.I. 66 of 2024
2. Inthis Orderareference toa columnis toa column ofthe Scheduleto this Order.
The species of protected wild mammals specified in column (1) may be hunted during the
periods specified in relation to the species concernedin column (2), inthe mannerso
specifiedin column (3),inthe placesinthe State so specifiedin column (4).
4. Forthe purposesofthis order Antlerless Deerwillbe construed asincludingany maledeer
withoutantlers, oflessthanone year, i.e. a calf
5. The Wildlife (Wild Mammals) (Open Seasons)Order, 1998 ( S.I. No. 331 0f 1998, is hereby

revoked.
“SCHEDULE Commented [C2]: New scheduleto change the open
season dates applyingto deer inserted by S.I. 66 of 2024 and
Speciesof Wild Hunting Period Manner of Hunting Placesin the State previous scheduleremoved.
Mammal
1) () (8) (4)
Male Fallow Deer | The period beginningon Shooting with Throughoutthe State.

the 1stday of Augustin firearms

eachyearandendingon

the 30th day of April inthe



https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1976/en/act/pub/0039/index.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2002/en/si/0356.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2002/en/si/0356.html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1998/en/si/0331.html

yearimmediately following
thatyear.

Femaleand
Antlerless Fallow
Deer

The period beginning on
the 1stday of Novemberin
eachyearandendingon
the 31stday of March
inthe yearimmediately
followingthatyear.

Shooting with
firearms

Throughoutthe State.

Male Sika Deer

The period beginning on
the 1stday of Augustin
eachyearandendingon
the 30th day of April inthe
yearimmediately following
thatyear.

Shooting with
firearms

Throughoutthe State.

Femaleand
Antlerless Sika
Deer

The period beginningon
the 1stday of Novemberin
eachyearandendingon
the 31stdayofMarchin
the yearimmediately
followingthatyear.

Shooting with
firearms

Throughoutthe State.

Male Red Deer

The period beginningon
the 1stday of Augustin
eachyearandendingon
the 30th day of April inthe
yearimmediately following
thatyear.

Shooting with
firearms

Throughoutthe State
exclusive ofthe county
of Kerry.

Femaleand
Antlerless Red

The period beginning on
the 1stday of Novemberin

Shooting with
firearms

Throughoutthe State
exclusive ofthe county

Deer eachyearandendingon of Kerry.
the 31stdayofMarchin
the yearimmediately
followingthatyear.
Hares The period beginningon Shooting with Throughoutthe State

the 26th day of September
ineachyearandendingon
the 28th day of Februaryin
the yearimmediately
followingthatyear.

firearms; coursing
atregulated
coursing matches;
hunting with packs
of beaglesand
harriers

exclusiveofthe
townlands of North East
Slob, North WestSlob,
Big Island, Beggerin
Island and The Raven, in
the county of Wexford.

Muntjac Deer

The period beginning on
the 1stday of September
ineachyearandendingon
the 31stday of Augustin

Shooting with
firearms

Throughoutthe State.




the yearimmediately

followingthatyear.

GIVEN underthe Official Seal ofthe Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
this 1stday of September2005

Dick Roche,

Minister forthe Environment, Heritage and Local Government

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The effect of this Orderis to set hunting seasons for certain species of wild mammals and to revoke
the Wildlife (Wild Mammals) (Open Seasons) Order 1998 (S.1. 331 0f 1998)



