Dedication

We dedicate ‘Butterflies of the
Raven’ to the memory of Christopher J. Wilson
(1946-2015), naturalist, author and broadcaster
who promoted the enjoyment of all aspects of
natural history and encouraged others to do
likewise. Chris established the first butterfly
monitoring transect in the Republic of Ireland when
in 1992 he joined the National Parks and Wildlife
Service as Warden of Wexford Wildfowl Reserve.
As part of the Irish Butterfly Monitoring Scheme,
Chris carefully recorded the butterflies he saw
when he walked in the Raven Nature Reserve.

The Irish Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme

Established in 2007 the Irish Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme supports and co-ordinates a network of
citizen scientists across Ireland to monitor and
help conserve butterflies. The scheme now records
on average 50,000 butterflies each year from

over 120 sites across the country. Sadly, in Ireland
we know that 18% of our butterfly species are now
under threat of extinction.

To find out more about the Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme, or if you would like to get involved,
please take a look at:
www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/
surveys/butterfly-monitoring-scheme

We invite you to become a
Citizen Scientist at The Raven

Now more than ever we need to know how our
butterfly populations are changing and identify
which species require the most help.

Please help us continue Chris’s invaluable work
and observe, record, and report the butterflies that
you see here to: www.wexfordnaturalists.com/
recording/records-submission
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Butterfly Life Cycle

Butterflies have a curious life cycle, going through
four stages: egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, and adult.
They lay their eggs on a preferred food plant e.g.
nettles, violets or wild grasses on which the
hatched caterpillar will then feed. Once fully grown,
the caterpillar will attach itself to the underside of a
leaf or branch and turn into a chrysalis (pupa) from
which the adult butterfly will emerge.

-
= V—1

7 N
As well as being beautiful creatures that have
been studied for over 300 years, butterflies are
indicators of a healthy environment and healthy
ecosystems. Recording them is easier than you
think; butterflies are one of the most colourful,
easily observed groups of insects.

At the Raven, 25 of the 34 Irish species have been
recorded and images of the most common species
appear in the centrefold with a short description

to help you identify them. f
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