





An Roinn Nations Wildlife Service,
Cultulr, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta i .

Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

To: Gerry Higgins, Orlando Verrecchia

From: Rebecca Teesdale

CC: Raymond Stephens, Brian Laheen, Ann Bingham

Date: 31%' October 2017

Re: Loughrea coursing club event 20-23 October 2017

Mr. Higgins,

On 17 October 2017, | met with to inspect the hares to be used in their

coursing event at Loughrea Coursing Ground. The course appeared to be in good condition.

Conservation Rangers Raymond Stephens and Brian Laheen attended the first day of coursing
on 20" October 2017 at Loughrea Coursing Grounds. Mr. Stephens counted 72 hares in boxes

before the event and he stayed for the duration of the event. provided a list for
Mr. Stephens of the locations where 72 hares were netted under licence. Mr Stephens and Mr.
Laheen met the Control Steward for the event, See attached report form for

details of coursing on 20" October.

On 21* October, no coursing took place because heavy rain had fallen recently and the course
was deemed to be unsuitable for coursing by Loughrea Coursing Ciub.. contacted
Mr. Stephens before the coursing was due to start on the morning of 21 October to inform him of
this. In light of this, the coursing club decided to run the event into the following week, and course
on Monday 23 October also. In all this would mean that coursing only took place on 3 days as

planned.

On Day 2 of the coursing, 22" October, Raymond Stephens and myself attended the event. |
counted 72 hares at the beginning of coursing. See attached report form for details of coursing
on 22th October. ‘
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On Day 3 of the coursing, 23" October | attended the event alone. | counted 72 hares at the

beginning of coursing. See attached report form for details of coursing on 23" October.

Please also see attached report forms for the hare release information. The release of the hares
was witnessed by Conservation Rangers Raymond Stephens and Ann Bingham on 24th

Qctoher.

While 72 hares were captured under licence, only 70 hares were released back into the wild.
told Mr. Stephens that one hare died on between 234 and 24" October and was buried.
also said that 1 hare escaped into the wild on the morning of 24th October when
hares were being boxed for release.  The 70 hares were generally released into the same areas

that were indicated on the Capture Return Form supplied to NPWS by

Yours Sincerely,

Rebecca Teesdale, Conservation Ranger
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An Roinn
Cultdir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta

Department of ,
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Report on Coursing Meeting held at Loughrea Coursing Club, Loughrea, Co Galway, on Friday 20/10/2017 Dayno:l
N.B.  Please fillin each box and use separate sheet for each day’s coursing.
No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of hares No. of No. of Time and Where released | Releases
haresat | courses hares hares hit hares which had to be hares hares date of and numbers supervised
start of run killed by dogs injured put downas a which died | released release by:
coursing {muzzied) by dogs result of injuries | from
injuries

72 45 0 5 unknown | 0 0 0 n/a n/a n/a

{4 hits & (check

1 pins) vet

report)

Control Steward: Tom Griffin

General Comments:

(1) Were hares coursed more than once on any day? [ ] Yes [ X] No.

(2) Did hares appear to be healthy? [ X] Yes [ ] No.

(3) Were escapes adequate? [ X]Yes [ ] No.
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An Roinn
Cultdir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta

Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

No coursing took piace on Saturday 21st October 2017 at Loughrea Coursing Club because heavy rain had made the course unsuitable

A
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An Roinn
Cultdir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta
Department of

Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
(4) Were all dogs muzzied? [ X] Yes [ ] No.

(5) {A) What method was used to mark the hare?

Tag Method X
Ink Tattoo Method ]
Spray Dye Method |

{please tick appropriate box)
(B) Were hares earmarked prior to release? [ X ] Yes [ ] No. Tag as above
(6) Was Coursing Park in good condition? [X ] Yes [ ] No.
(7) Was there a veterinary involvement in the running of the event? [X]Yes[ INo.
(8) Was there a post mortem examination of hares found dead in the paddock? [ JYes[] No. N/A

(9} Were the hares released in the same location that they were captured? [ ]Yes [ ]No. — locations agreed in advance

Signed: @nﬁ\%

Raymond Stephens, Conservation Ranger

Date: 31/10/2017
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(7)

(8)
(9)

An Roinn
Cultdir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta

Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

What method was used to mark the hare?

Tag Method X
Ink Tattoo Method ]
Spray Dye Method [

{please tick appropriate box)
(B} Were hares earmarked prior to release? [ X] Yes [ ] No. Tag as above
Was Coursing Park in good condition? [X ] Yes [ ] No.
Was there a veterinary involvement in the running of the event? [ X ]Yes [ ]No.
Was there a post mortem examination of hares found dead in the paddock? [ ]Yes [ ] No. N/A

Were the hares reieased in the same location that they were captured? [ ]Yes [ ]No. — locations agreed in advance

Signed: N\gron

Rebecca Teesdale, Conservation Ranger

Date: 31/10/2017
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