
SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  BLACKWATER CALLOWS SPA  
 
SITE CODE:  004094 
 
 
The Blackwater Callows SPA comprises the stretch of the River Blackwater that runs 
in a west to east direction between Fermoy and Lismore in Counties Cork and 
Waterford, a distance of almost 25 km.  The site includes the river channel and strips 
of seasonally-flooded grassland within the flood plain.  Sandstone ridges, which run 
parallel to the river, confine the area of flooding to a relatively narrow corridor. 
 
The river channel has a well-developed aquatic plant community, which includes such 
species as Pond Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus peltatus), Canadian Pondweed (Elodea 
canadensis) and a variety of pondweeds (Potamogeton spp.), water-milfoils 
(Myriophyllum spp.) and water-starworts (Callitriche spp.).   
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Teal and 
Black-tailed Godwit.  The E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands 
and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special 
conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds. 
 
The site is of high ornithological interest on account of its wintering waterfowl 
populations.  Whooper Swan occurs in numbers of international importance (212) - all 
figures are mean peaks for the five winters 1995/96 to 1999/2000.  Bewick’s Swan 
were regularly recorded at the site up to the mid-1990s; however, in the winters of 
1997/98 and 1998/99 only four and two individuals respectively were recorded, and 
the species is no longer considered to be a regular visitor.  This decline is in line with 
a national decrease and a marked contraction in range.  The site supports nationally 
important populations of Wigeon (2,313), Teal (898) and Black-tailed Godwit (251).  
Other wintering species that occur include Mallard (398) Shoveler (26), Lapwing 
(191), Curlew (457) and Black-headed Gull (311). 
  
Little Egret uses the site throughout the year as there is a nearby breeding colony 
downstream.  The river system provides an important feeding area for these birds.   
 
The Blackwater Callows SPA is of importance for its populations of wintering 
waterfowl, including an internationally important population of Whooper Swan and 
nationally important populations of Wigeon, Teal and Black-tailed Godwit.  The 
presence of Whooper Swan, as well as Little Egret, is of particular note as these 
species are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive.  Part of the Blackwater 
Callows SPA is a Wildfowl Sanctuary. 
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