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Conservation objectives for The Gearagh SPA [004109] 

  

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation status 

of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in the Habitats 

and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas are designated to 

afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two designations are collectively known as 

the Natura 2000 network. 

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to maintain 

habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition. The 

Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of regulations 

that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites. 

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 

condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 

habitats and species at a national level. 

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when: 

• its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and 

• the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance exist and 

are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 

• the conservation status of its typical species is favourable. 

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when: 

• population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 

long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and 

• the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 

foreseeable future, and 

• there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its populations 

on a long-term basis. 

Objective:  To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species 

listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA: 

 

 

Bird Code Common Name Scientific Name 

A050 Wigeon                                   Anas penelope                                                

A052 Teal                                     Anas crecca                                                  

A053 Mallard                                  Anas platyrhynchos                                           

A125 Coot                                     Fulica atra                                                  

 

 

To acknowledge the importance of Ireland's wetlands to wintering waterbirds, â€œWetland and 

Waterbirdsâ€• may be included as a Special Conservation Interest for some SPAs that have been 
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designated for wintering waterbirds and that contain a wetland site of significant importance to one 

or more of the species of Special Conservation Interest. Thus, a second objective is included as 

follows: 

 

Objective:  To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat 

at The Gearagh SPA as a resource for the regularly-occurring migratory waterbirds 

that utilise it. 
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